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Introduction:
1. Tangier Island, off the coast of Virginia, in the Chesapeake Bay, is at risk of being underwater within the next 50 years (VICE News 2016). 
2. Subsidence is the term used to describe the gradual sinking of an area. Due to land composition, erosion, and rising sea levels, the speed at which Tangier Island and other coastal towns along Virginia’s Chesapeake Bay are sinking is rapidly increasing. 
3. If nothing is done to counteract the faster rate of sinking, many loved Virginia coastal towns and cities will eventually be underwater. 
a. Preview Statements:
i. First, we will look at risk factors of subsidence in the Chesapeake area.
ii. Next, we will analyze how erosion and rising sea levels have worsened subsidence.
iii. And finally, we will look at what can be done to help slow or stop this issue. 
Body:
b. The coastal area of Virginia, near the Chesapeake, is already at risk of sinking overtime. 
i. Much of Virginia’s coast is already at or near sea level (topographic-map.com)
ii. The land composition of some areas in this region, such as Tangier Island are more prone to erosion.
1. Muddy, sandy marshland which is more susceptible to erosion caused by storms, wind, and sea level rise.
c. Rising sea levels, which quicken erosion, have worsened subsidence in this area. 
i. Subsidence already leads to higher relative sea levels and an increase in flooding. Through climate change, thermal expansion, and melting of glaciers, this increase is sea level is higher than usual. This worsens risk of flooding.
d. There are negative effects on personal lives, society, and the economy when cities go underwater.
i. As the land sinks, sea levels rise, and flooding overtakes these areas, hundreds and eventually thousands of people will be displaced.
1. Flood into areas that cannot accommodate them.
2. Leave behind possessions and investments which is expensive for them and the government (flood insurance programs).
ii.  Furthermore, entire industries, such as Tangier’s fishing industry, are completely wiped out. 
1. Less people in the area to work and damaged infrastructure.
Transition: Due to these risk factors and negative effects…
1. The best solution to dealing with faster subsidence in the Chesapeake Bay area is beach nourishment.
a. Beach nourishment is the act of artificially building out the shore wider (or taller), to offset sediment loss (Prasetya).
b. This is a temporary fix that buys people and industries time to move further inland.
Conclusion:
2. In conclusion, the State of Virginia must proactively recognize the increasing speed of subsidence and the risks that poses to the population and industry in the area, to avoid cities going completely underwater within the next 50 years. 
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