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1. What are some examples of racial justice you’ve seen in your hometown, Farmville, or across Virginia over the past several years?”
“The Civil Rights & Racial Justice Program (CRRJ) works to end the criminalization of poverty in Virginia by exposing and addressing criminal legal system policies that target people because of poverty and race. Through a mix of community organizing, local and statewide policy advocacy, and litigation, our program intervenes at every point in the criminal legal system. Our campaigns range from initial law enforcement contact in the community, through the courts, to individuals’ confinement in Virginia’s jails and prisons, and finally to their reentry into the community.” Their aim is to eliminate unjustified law enforcement contact with people of color in the community, Ensure courts are fair for low-income people and people of color, Protect vulnerable people held in our jails and prisons, and Eliminate barriers to housing, jobs, and other sources of stability for low-income and people of color returning home from jail and prison. One of the biggest examples I can think of in the Richmond area is housing projects. Areas that are predominately black, with low-income or ‘government living’ have been takin over by companies/ major corporations who then go in and tear everything down or ‘re vamp’ the area forcing these people to leave as they now don’t have a home or can’t afford it. This is unacceptable as no one should have to be forced from their home and not have a place to live. One example is Church Hill. Church Hill was a predominately Black neighborhood that is now being almost you could say ‘takin over’ and being revamped. Being revamped can be a good thing to help build the community back up and build new things, but the people who grew up there should not have to worry about losing their home or not being able to afford to live there any more etc. 
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