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Research Questions/Hypotheses

Background

1. For both humans and rodents, we know that a difficult childhood can have negative neurological and psychological consequences.’ 1. In addition to anxiety, we wish to identity other potentially epigenetic,
transgenerational consequences of maternal behavior. These include,
2. Additionally, there is a robust literature detailing the epigenetic heritability of maternal behavior.*” boldness, resiliency, spatial memory, and non-spatial memory.

* Good moms raise relaxed pups that become Good moms & bad moms raise anxious pups that become Bad moms |
2.  We also hypothesize that enriched environments will improve rat

3. Anxiety has been shown to negatively affect learning and memory in rats*; therefore, bad maternal behavior can result in performance on behavioral tasks, indicating that negative parenting can be
transgenerational anxiety in a rat mode. ameliorated by developmental environment.

4. There is potential good news: enriching the developmental environment has been demonstrated to reduce anxiety in adult rats.’
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Preliminary Results

Preliminary Conclusions
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