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Population:

Members of the LGBTQ+ 
community who are trying to 
adopt through private adoption 
agencies.



The Problem: 
States are allowed to decide the laws on private adoption agencies discriminating. (Julie Moreau)

Eleven states do not allow discrimination but thirty nine states do. (Julie Moreau)

Virginia allows private agencies to refuse service to LGBTQ+ members if it goes against their religious 
beliefs as long as the agency is paying taxes. (John R. Vile)

LGTBQ+ couples are more likely to adopt children of color, children who are older, and children with 
disabilities. (Kristen Turney) 

Public adoption is a long and hard process and often couples just do not want to go through that process 
but private agencies are leaving many couples with no other option.

LGBTQ+ couples are more likely to choose adoption as a way to grow their family over straight couples. 
(Sarah Jennings) 



Policy Option 1: 

Offering a LGBTQ+ education class to employees and heads of the private 
adoption agencies.

In class the private agency individuals can voice their opinion on why allowing 
LGBTQ+ couples to adopt goes against their religious views and then the class 
can have a discussion.

The class will be taught by volunteers who are advocates for the LGBTQ+ 
community.

Statistics would be given on the pros of allowing LGBTQ+ couples to adopt.



Advantages:

If those teaching the class were volunteers then there would need to be little to no 
funding.

Private agencies may begin looking into servicing LGBTQ+ couples.

There would be more education on why “normal families” isn’t the only way to 
have a family



Disadvantages: 

It would be probably a long process to make this education class a requirement.

If the class was optional, many people from the agencies may not come.

Not having enough volunteers to teach the classes. 



Policy Option 2: 

This policy proposal bounces off ideas from the state of Michigan when they 
banned private agencies from discriminating. (Casey, Lenis)

States outsource child welfare services to private adoption agencies in return the 
agencies find the children foster and adoptive families. 

Private agencies receive Title IV-E which is the primary federal funding source to 
child welfare programs in Virginia. (VDSS) 

The private agencies use this federal funding, child welfare sources and taxpayer 
money to help fund their agencies. (VDSS)



Policy Option 2:

My policy option is to allow this funding from the government and from taxpayers 
to continue only if discrimination stopped. 

If the private agencies want to continue receiving this funding then they must 
service all qualified couples.



Advantages: 

Agencies would have more eligible couples to adopt.

Agencies would still have their funding.

Virginia is no longer contributing to discrimination.

LGBTQ+ couples would be serviced in the adoption process.



Disadvantages: 

There would be a long process for Virginia to make laws on taking away funding.

Having to find support in Virginia to make it illegal for private agencies to 
discriminate, especially since were one of the states who allows it.

Backlash of private agencies saying that were taking away their religious rights.

The private agencies may go find funding from somewhere else. 



Policy 2: 

Policy number two is the plan I chose.

Plan one would be optional and in the end less effective. 

Plan two already has funding for the private agencies as long as they end 
discrimination. 

Part of this policy has worked for other states ending discrimination in the foster 
care system. 



Gaining Support: 

I would look to gain support from advocates of the LGBTQ+ community and 
advocates for those in foster care. 

The first time LGBTQ+ discrimination in the adoption process was brought up 
Donald Trump was the president and he said that the states would able to decide.

Now that Joe Biden is President there might be a different outcome if brought up 
again.  
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