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Initial Position Statement
Capacity of Use
Utilizing the degree I will be awarded is something I have thought about greatly. The counseling capacity I see in myself is that of an LPC. I strive to be on a community services board as a placement. I hope to be able to take insurance, like Medicaid also. I know this subset of the field typically presents a challenge, but I see it as worth it. Additionally, I want to specialize in trauma and be certified in things like CPT and EMDR through Continuing Education courses. I also want to be a part of professional organizations like the APA and the ACA.
Factors of Professional Goals
	Certain factors that have played into my goals as an LPC are that of a passion for the academics of counseling, my previous experiences in the mental health field, and my own past with the issues that clients grapple with. The passion of the academic side is something that has been with me since high school. Since my first learning about the subject, I knew it was something that fascinated me. I have endeavored to learn as much about it as possible and the more I learn, the more I love. Additionally, my experiences in my residential treatment facility job have inflamed my pre-existing passions. I saw the restoration to wellness there, and I think that could be the eighth wonder of the world. I also learned the importance of equity of treatment, as well as accessibility of treatment. Furthermore, I have had my own mental health issues in the past and I know what it is like to walk through similar things that my future clients have. These understandings fuel me because I have a newfound empathy for my clients.
Desire to be a Counselor
	The things that made me want to be a counselor are the interest in composition in a person, life experiences and diverse outcomes. The composition of a person interests me to be a counselor because there are a million little ways in which standard life experiences can translate to qualities in a person. Not to mention the genetic and inborn influences also. This makes me want to be a counselor because counseling is the opportunity to see someone broken down, from these experiences, and build them back up. 
Being a Counselor 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Being a counselor will be a challenge, without a doubt. Clients may come in with multiple issues and not just one singular thing that is causing pain. It will also prove difficult because up until this point in my life my knowledge has come from a classroom. It could be challenging to translate the things learned in the classroom to an in-vivo experience. 
	However, I appraise counseling to be incredibly rewarding. I think the rewards of the profession, and the relationships built will balance out and make the difficulties worth it. The experience of counseling is like no other and I feel there is no reward quite like it. The understanding of a complex system like a human, and having that person’s trust is an insurmountable treasure. To see that person well again is even better.  



