Instructor: Tricker
ENGL 461: Intro to Theory
Theory Essay 1

Due Dates:
e Group 1: Sunday, 10/11 by 11:59pm (Canvas)
e Group 2: Sunday, 11/1 by 11:59pm (Canvas)
Length:
e 4 -6 double-spaced pages, excluding Works Cited list (you must have 4 fu// pages minimum, do not
exceed 6)

For this assighment, you will write a two-part essay combining explication of theory and a theory-informed
interpretation of literature or other cultural artifact (e.g. film, television episode, game). In the first part, you
will synthesize the work of 2 — 3 theorists we have read, thus far, articulating points of resonance between
their arguments. In the second part, you will interpret your chosen text in a manner that applies elements of
your chosen theorists” works. You may utilize the work of one theorist more than another, but your analysis
should draw from more than one theoretical source, in addition to your own independent view on the
material.

Your essay should follow a basic beginning-middle-end structure (introduction, body paragraphs, conclusion)
and contain the following:

1. Carefully edited, error-free prose.

2. Correct MLLA-style formatting (see next page).

3. A descriptive and/or creative title (choosing a title helps you express your main idea)

4. An introduction that identifies the theoties you will compare/synthesize, as well as the text you will
interpret while drawing on their key concepts. Provide any other additional
literary/cultural/historical context necessary for propetly orienting your reader to the subject matter.
The introduction should be one or two paragraphs.

5. A specific thesis statement (two sentences), located at the end of the first or second paragraph, that

a. States your general point comparing the theories (e.g. how they can be read in a
complementary way, how they approach related topics differently, how they can be
combined)

b. States something about the text’s meaning, how it communicates that meaning, and how the
theories you’ve examined help us come to understand these things.

6. Body paragraphs in the first section (approximately 2 to 2.5 pages) that

a. Begin with sentences establishing an organizing area of discussion.

b. Quote words or phrases from the theoretical texts. Do not over-quote. Only quote on
wotds/phrases on which you will specifically comment.

c. Concluding sentences that transition to a new point of discussion (in the next
paragraph).

7. Body paragraphs in the second section (approximately 2.5 to 3 pages) that

a. Begin with sentences establishing an organizing area of discussion.

b. Quote phrases from the literary work or cultural artifact under analysis. These quotations
should be logically introduced and followed up with thoughtful interpretations of their
meaning. Do not over-quote. Only quote words/phrases on which you will specifically
comment. If working with a film, “quote” a scene by describing its specific details you want
to discuss.

c. Incorporate literary and/or theoretical terms whete appropriate. If you use a complex
technical term from theory, be sure to define the term in the essay or in a footnote. Where
possible, refer back to the eatlier section of the essay when a portion of the literary
work/text clarifies or exemplifies something from the theoretical material.



d. Concluding sentences that transition to a new point of discussion (in the next
paragraph).
8. A conclusion that provides wetacommentary: this means using clarifying language that
helps the reader understand the exact scope of your argument (i.e. what you’re saying,
what you’re not saying).
9. An MLA-style works cited page that includes citation information for the selected text (see the
Purdue OWL).

MILA Style and Citation:

For this essay assignment and all subsequent written assignments in this course, you should follow the
formatting conventions of the Modern Language Association (MLA). You can find a useful guide about these
conventions at Purdue University’s Online Writing Lab (OWL) website:
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research and citation/mla style/mla style introduction.html

Other helpful pages on the OWL’s MLA guide:

General format:
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research and citation/mla style/mla formatting and style guide/mla genera
1 format.html

In-text citation (how to format quotations from the text):
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research and citation/mla style/mla formatting and style guide/mla in tex
t_citations_the basics.html

The Works Cited page:
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research and citation/mla style/mla formatting and style guide/mla works
cited page basic format.html

For examples of what the first page and works cited page should look like, see the next page.



The first page of your essay should look like the one below. Subsequent pages will not include the top left
heading info (name, professor’s name, course number, and submission date). It will include page numbers in
the top right corner, however.

Beth Cachin
Professor Elaine Bassest
English 106
3 August 2009
Andrew Camegie: The Father of Middie-Class America

For docades Americans coulda’t belp but love the red-hcaded, fun-loving Listlc Orphan
Annie. The image of the lintle girl moving so quickly from poverty 10 wealth provided bope for
the poor in the 1930, and her story coatinues 1 be  dream of what the future just might bold.
The rags-t0-riches phenoasence is the beart of the American Drcam. And few odber people have
cmbodiod this pbenomsceca as much as Andrew Carmegic did in the late 15005 and earty 19005
His example and indaery causod him 10 bocome the father of middic-class America.

Andrew Camegie can be looked 10 5 an ideal example of 3 poor imenigrant making his
way up o become leader of the capitalist world. Carnegie was borm into 8 poor working-<lass
farmily in Scothnd. According 10 the PBS documcatary “The Richest Man in the World: Andrew
Camegie,” the Indusirial Revolution was difficult on Camegie’s father, casiag bim 10 lose his
weaving business. The Camegie family was mich opposed 1o the ica of a privikeged class, who
sained their wealth simply by inheritince ("Richest"). This type of upbringing played a large
factor in Andrew Camigie’s destiny. I order 10 appease his mother’s desire foe material
bemefits, 3nd perbaps ia an effoet to bheal bis father's wosnds, Camegle rejected povery and
cieaved %0 prosperity.

Camegic’s chacacter was ideal for gaising wealth, His modber taught bim 10 “Jook after
the pemsics, and the pounds will take care of themselves;” be later turned this proverb isso
“watch e costs, and the profias take care of themselves™ ("Richest™), Such thrift was insegral 10

Bis futre success. He also believed that “all is well since all goes besier” ("Richest”). His theoey

The Works Cited page should look like the document below (taken from the OWL website). Note that this
Works Cited list gets its own page with a title and that it uses hanging indentation (the first line is formatted to
the far left margin, the following lines are indented) and that the items are arranged in alphabetical order.
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