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The Covid-19 pandemic had a severe effect on education, and anything related to education. In the collaborative project, groups were examining specifically how the pandemic effected school teachers, parents, counselors, and principals. There were many effects that every one of these groups of people experienced, like a decrease in mental health, job insecurity, and a lack of resources like technology. Covid had such a prominent effect on the education system, everybody was effected; however, teachers, parents, counselors, and principals all face their own challenges because of their unique jobs. Early educators had to deal with teaching young children virtually, and young children are much less able to learn when not in person. Covid overall took a huge toll on the mental health of all of these workers, and for this reason school counselors were suddenly in much higher demand. This lead to the school counselors being overworked and them overstressing themselves. With schools shutting down and reopening, or being virtual, the school principles were left to find solutions to all of these problems. In uncharted territory, principles had to find the best way to teach students while dealing with a pandemic. Students and staff alike had to deal with this instability and uncertainty, and it was the principle’s job to fix this. The parents of public school children had their worlds turned upside down when schools closed. These parents relied on schools to teach their students and watch them while they are at work, and without schools being open the parents had to pick up the slack. On top of their jobs and parenting duties, they now had to find other child-care options and ways to help their children in school. All of these new duties led parents to focus less on work, and leading to job instability and immense stress and anxiety.
	As a non-education major, before this assignment I spent little time learning about the effects of covid on education, except for what I had personally experienced, so I personally learned a lot throughout the course of this project. I learned that the key to succeeding in education during the pandemic is to manage your mental health. The pandemic has put so much extra stress on these people, and if unchecked will lead to a serious decline in mental health. This will lead to so many more negative effects, that could all be managed by finding ways to destress. Working on this project collaboratively instead of own my own taught me a lot. Having to divide the labor and work around other peoples’ schedules adds a layer of difficulty to the assignment. I also learned that this can easily be turned into a positive, and with good communication each member can have more of an impact because of the group. If every member manages their time effectively and contributes, working collaboratively on projects can have a very positive impact on the result that wouldn’t be possible by working alone.
