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M\ ILUVW MRXUQaO eQWU\ RI WKe eQWLUe cRXUVe beJLQV ZLWK WKe VWaWePeQW ³I¶P RQ WKe IeQce.´

FURP WKe VWaUW, I VWUXJJOed WR ILQd ZKeUe I VWRRd RQ WKe eQWLUe debaWe. I deILQLWeO\ IeOW VWURQJO\

abRXW VLcN SeRSOe beLQJ abOe WR PaNe XVe RI JeQeWLc eQKaQcePeQW, LQ WKaW I IeOW WKe VeUYLceV

VKRXOd be aYaLOabOe WR WKRVe ZKR Qeed LW PRVW. IQ a ZRUOd IXOO RI VLcNQeVV, ZK\ ZRXOdQ¶W Ze

PaNe XVe RI eQKaQcePeQWV WR bULQJ abRXW KeaOLQJ? I ZaV aOVR RI WKe PLQd WKaW KeaOWK\ LQdLYLdXaOV

ZRXOd QRW aQd VKRXOd QRW Qeed WR PaNe XVe RI eQKaQcePeQW. I VWUXJJOed WKeQ WR ILQd ZKeUe WKe

OLQe cRXOd be dUaZQ beWZeeQ XQKeaOWK\ SeRSOe ZKR Qeed WKe VeUYLceV, aQd KeaOWK\ SeRSOe ZKR

dRQ¶W, aQd I KaYe WR Va\ I VWLOO VWUXJJOe WR ILQd WKaW OLQe. IW¶V a WRXJK caOO. AV WLPe ZeQW RQ, WKe

PRUe I OeaUQed, WKe PRUe TXeVWLRQV caPe XS. FRU e[aPSOe, I IeOW VWURQJO\ WKaW JeQeWLc

eQKaQcePeQW VKRXOd be XVed IRU SeRSOe ZKR aUe VLcN, bXW aIWeU RXU cRQYeUVaWLRQV aQd dLVcXVVLRQV

ZLWK VWaNeKROdeUV, I QRZ Kad WR decLde ZKeUe I VWRRd RQ WKe debaWe RI JeUPOLQe edLWLQJ YeUVXV

JeQRPe edLWLQJ.

I dR QRW aJUee ZLWK JeUPOLQe edLWLQJ, bXW I IXOO\ eQdRUVe JeQRPe edLWLQJ. I Va\ WKLV

becaXVe I IeeO aQ\ PedLcaO decLVLRQV VKRXOd be OeIW IXOO\ XS WR WKe SaWLeQW, RU WKe SaWLeQW'V

LPPedLaWe ORYed RQeV aW WKe WLPe RI WKe VLcNQeVV. I IeeO WKaW eUadLcaWLQJ ceUWaLQ JeQeV IRU

JeQeUaWLRQV WR cRPe cRXOd KaYe VR PaQ\ XQNQRZQ cRQVeTXeQceV, aQd LW WaNeV aZa\ aQ

LQdLYLdXaO¶V IUeedRP RI cKRLce. FRU e[aPSOe, LQ RQe RI RXU ILUVW YLeZLQJ aVVLJQPeQWV, WKeUe ZaV a

bR\ ZLWK a dLVeaVe ZKR VaLd Ke ZRXOdQ¶W KaYe cKaQJed KLV SaVW ZKeQ LW caPe WR KLV cRQdLWLRQ. He

IeOW LW Pade KLP ZKR Ke ZaV; Ke Kad JURZQ aV a SeUVRQ IURP LW. I IeeO WKe VaPe Za\ abRXW P\

VLcNQeVV WKaW I e[SeULeQced. IW ZaV WeUULbOe, aQd I VXIIeUed, bXW I ZRXOdQ¶W JR bacN aQd cKaQJe LW. I

JUeZ IURP LW, aQd aV ZeLUd aV LW VRXQdV, Ze aOO KaYe WKe abLOLW\ WR JURZ aQd becRPe beWWeU SeRSOe

IURP KeaOWK UeOaWed adYeUVLWLeV. I IeeO LW PaNeV SeRSOe PRUe ePSaWKeWLc, aQd PXcK PRUe LQ WXQe



ZLWK WKeLU RZQ ePRWLRQV. TKRVe SeRSOe VKRXOd KaYe WKe abLOLW\ WR PaNe WKeLU RZQ cKRLceV WR edLW

WKeLU JeQRPe WR e[SeULeQce WKe KeaOLQJ WKe\ Pa\ Qeed, aW WKe WLPe WKe\ IeeO LV beVW ILW.

AV eYeU\ cRQYeUVaWLRQ caPe aQd ZeQW ZLWK RXU VWaNeKROdeUV, I VORZO\ dLVcRYeUed WKaW P\

SeUVRQaO RSLQLRQ ZaV beLQJ aIILUPed. I aP cRPSOeWeO\ IRU SeRSOe¶V abLOLW\ WR XVe eQKaQcePeQW IRU

PedLcaO SXUSRVeV, bXW SeRSOe VKRXOdQ¶W be abOe WR eQKaQce IRU IXQ RU SeUVRQaO JaLQ. IQ WKe

beJLQQLQJ I VWUXJJOed ZLWK WKe cRQceSW RI KRZ WKLV ZRXOd be PaQaJed, bXW IURP P\ RZQ

e[SeULeQce, I NQRZ WKaW PedLcLQe LV aOUead\ YeU\ KLJKO\ UeJXOaWed, aQd I beOLeYe LW ZLOO cRQWLQXe

WR be VR. UQIRUWXQaWeO\, LQ RXU cXUUeQW VceQaULR, VRPe SeRSOe ZKR deVSeUaWeO\ dR Qeed PedLcaO

KeOS VWLOO dR QRW UeceLYe LW. TKaW VaLd, WKe cRQceUQ IURP a PedLcaO RU eYeQ a JRYeUQPeQWaO

VWaQdSRLQW LV WKaW WKe\ ZLOO RYeUUeJXOaWe eQKaQcePeQW. M\ cRQceUQ ZRXOd be, WKe WecKQRORJ\ LV

aYaLOabOe, bXW QRZ SeRSOe ZKR caQ aQd VKRXOd UeceLYe LW, caQ¶W. I dR aJUee UeJXOaWLRQ cRXOd be a

SURbOeP bXW I aP RQ WKe RSSRVLWe eQd RI WKe VSecWUXP. I dRQ¶W WKLQN WKeUe ZRXOd be a SURbOeP

eQVXULQJ SeRSOe dRQ¶W abXVe WKe VeUYLce; LW¶V QRW OLNe LW LV VRPeWKLQJ SeRSOe caQ bX\ RII RI WKe

UacN aW WKe VWRUe. BXW I caQ deILQLWeO\ Vee RXU JRYeUQPeQW abXVLQJ eQKaQcePeQW, aQd NeeSLQJ

SeRSOe ZKR Qeed LW IURP JeWWLQJ LW, ZKLcK LV a VcaU\ WKRXJKW.

OQe WKLQJ I VWUXJJOed ZLWK ZaV ZKeUe I IeOW abRXW WKe cRXUVe cRQWeQW IURP a UeOLJLRXV

SeUVSecWLYe. TKLV LV RQe WKLQJ I ZLVK Ze Kad PRUe WLPe WR dLVcXVV IURP WKe cRXUVe, eVSecLaOO\

KaYLQJ WZR SeRSOe ZLWK VXcK a deeS WKeRORJLcaO bacNJURXQd. I JUaSSeOed ZLWK WKe TXeVWLRQ ³IV

WKLV PRUaO?´ BXW I aOVR JUaSSOed ZLWK WKe TXeVWLRQ RI ZKeWKeU RU QRW eQKaQcePeQW ZaV BLbOLcaOO\

³RNa\.´ IQ P\ KeaUW I IeeO WKLV eQWLUe ILeOd caQ eaVLO\ be VSXQ aV WKe aQVZeU WR VR PaQ\ SUa\eUV.

HRZ PaQ\ SaUeQWV KaYe SUa\ed IRU VROXWLRQV WR WKeLU cKLOdUeQ¶V dLVeaVe, aQd QRZ Ze KaYe WKaW

VROXWLRQ. TKeUe aUe PaQ\ PRUaO dLOePPaV ZLWK WKLV VXbMecW, bXW I IeOW IURP WKe beJLQQLQJ WKaW LW

Kad WKe RSSRUWXQLW\ WR SURdXce VR PXcK PRUe JRRd LQ WKe ZRUOd WKaQ bad.



TKe PaLQ TXeVWLRQ RI RXU cRXUVe ZaV "IQ a ZRUOd ZKeUe JeQeWLc eQJLQeeULQJ aQd ePbU\R

VeOecWLRQ Pa\ (VRRQeU RU OaWeU) PeaQ WKaW Ze KaYe LPPeQVe cRQWURO RYeU WKe JeQRPe RI RXU

VSecLeV, ZKaW dReV "BeLQJ HXPaQ" PeaQ, aQd KRZ ZLOO PRdeUQ KXPaQ JeQeWLcV aOWeU WKaW

PeaQLQJ?" OYeU WKe cRXUVe RI WKLV cOaVV, I IRXQd RXW P\ aQVZeU WR WKLV TXeVWLRQ. I dR QRW IeeO WKaW

RXU cRQWURO RYeU WKe JeQRPe ZLOO WaNe aZa\ RXU KXPaQLW\. BeLQJ KXPaQ LV VR PXcK deeSeU WKaQ

RXU DNA. HXPaQLW\ LV URRWed LQ RXU ePRWLRQV, LQ RXU WKRXJKWV, aQd LQ RXU UeOaWLRQVKLSV ZLWK

RWKeU SeRSOe. EQKaQcLQJ WKe JeQRPe ZLOO QRW PaNe VRPeRQe aQ\ OeVV KXPaQ, LQ WKe VaPe Za\

WKaW VRPeRQe WaNLQJ a T\OeQRO WR JeW ULd RI a KeadacKe ZRQ¶W PaNe WKeP OeVV KXPaQ. IQ IacW, I

ZRXOd aUJXe WKaW eQKaQcLQJ WKe JeQRPe RI VLcN LQdLYLdXaOV ZLOO PaNe VRcLeW\ PRUe KXPaQ.

PeRSOe ZLWK ceUWaLQ cRQdLWLRQV ZLOO be abOe WR VXIIeU OeVV. TKe\ ZLOO e[SeULeQce KeaOLQJ, aQd LQ

WKaW, WKe\ ZLOO be abOe WR WUXO\ dLVcRYeU aQd eQMR\ a dLIIeUeQW VLde RI OLIe WKaW ZLOO aOORZ WKeP WR be

eYeQ PRUe LQ WRXcK ZLWK WKeLU KXPaQLW\.

CKaQJe LV VcaU\, aQd I IeeO OLNe WKe ILUVW WKLQJ Ze dR LV TXLcNO\ addUeVV aQd SURPRWe aOO RI

RXU IeaUV aQd ZRUULeV. TKLV LVQ¶W QeceVVaULO\ a bad SUacWLce LQ RI LWVeOI; cRQYeUVaWLRQ LV JRRd VR Ze

caQ SUeSaUe RXUVeOYeV IRU WKe Qe[W SKaVe Ze eQWeU. BXW ZKeQ Ze OeW WKe IeaU RI WKe XQNQRZQ

cRPSOeWeO\ cORXd RXU MXdJPeQW, Ze cORVe WKe dRRU WR VR PaQ\ aPa]LQJ RSSRUWXQLWLeV. TKe

WKRXJKW RI a cKLOd beLQJ abOe WR OLYe KLV RU KeU OLIe IUee RI WKeLU JeQeWLc cRQdLWLRQ ILOOV Pe ZLWK VR

PXcK MR\ aQd KRSe. I aP e[WUePeO\ WKaQNIXO IRU WKLV cRXUVe becaXVe LW LQWURdXced Pe WR WKLV

eQWLUe ZRUOd I NQeZ QRWKLQJ abRXW. EacK VWaNeKROdeU, eacK cRQYeUVaWLRQ, aQd eacK e[SeULeQce

added WR P\ WKRXJKWV aQd KeOSed Pe IRUP P\ RZQ RSLQLRQ WKaW ZaV URRWed LQ IacW. I aP e[cLWed

IRU ZKaW WKe IXWXUe KROdV LQ WKe UeaOP RI JeQeWLc eQKaQcePeQW, aQd I caQQRW ZaLW WR be WKe bLJJeVW

VXSSRUWeU RI PedLcLQe¶V QeZeVW Za\V WR bULQJ SeRSOe KeaOLQJ.


