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Labor Market Outlook
	The outlook for the field of mental health counseling is promising. It is one of the few fields that is predicted to grow at nearly three times the rate of other employment fields by the end of 2022. The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics predicts total employment is expected to grow by 11%, while employment for mental health counselors is expected to grow by 29% ‒ from 128,400 to 165,100.
	The latest information from the BLS shows that counselors employed by state governments make an average annual salary of $55,260. In contrast, those working for nonprofit organizations make an average annual salary of $53,570 and those working for colleges and universities (not as teachers) make an average annual salary of $50,380.
