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Abstract
	Over the course of the past several months in class, we have discussed various different stages of childhood development and what several developmentalists believe happens in these stages. The Three Ages Project allows Education students to see real-life examples of similarities and differences evident in various ages.
	For my project, I interviewed one boy for each age group. I decided to interview the same gender all three times in order to see the similarities and differences more in depth. Each of the boys’ names are changed to protect their identities. For the Early Childhood stage (ages 3-6), I interviewed a family friend named Graham; for Later Childhood (ages 7-12), I interviewed my cousin, Eugene; and for the Adolescence stage (ages 13-19), I interviewed my boyfriend, Thomas. 
	I asked each of them the same questions and, for the cognitive development section, had them look at three different optical illusions to see what their eyes went to first, and if what they saw aligned with their developmental stage. Also, two of the interviews were conducted over the phone, while one was in person.
Through this project, I was able to see the different stages of development more clearly and make sense of why a four-year-old thinks one way and a twelve-year-old perceives things another way. While the three boys I interviewed were in various places along the age scale, they had both similarities and vast differences with one another in their answers. Sometimes they liked the same foods, or played similar video games, while other times I found out that their bedtimes are hours apart or they have different-sized friend groups. Whether they were found to be similar or otherwise, they all mostly aligned with their developmental stages almost perfectly. 

Discussion

	The three boys I interviewed for the Three Ages Project were in various places on the age spectrum. Graham is 4-years-old; Eugene is seven-years-old; and Thomas is 19-years-old. I chose them mainly because I was close to each of them and could accurately decipher their behaviors and answers, as well as the reasons behind them. Even though each boy is at a different developmental stage in life, they were more similar than I expected. I conducted both my interview with Graham and with Thomas over the phone because I was out of town, and my interview with my cousin, Eugene, was in person because I was visiting him and our grandparents. As I interviewed them, I recorded their answers straight into a Google Document, so that they were word-for-word from the interviewees. Before beginning the interview process of this project, I expected their reasoning to differ and their behavior to be similar, but I soon realized my hypothesis was a bit different from my overall findings. 
	Graham was the first, and youngest, to be interviewed of the three ages. He is four-years-old and in the midst of the Early Childhood stage. According to Piaget, this would be considered the Preoperational period. This stage of Piaget’s theory addresses egocentrism, speech and language development, and social skill development. I have known Graham since his birth in late 2013, because his parents are friends of mine and we go to church together. While I do not see him every day, his development is easy to spot, especially because he’s in a period of such rapid growth. His speech has drastically improved in the last year and, while it is still egocentric in some regards, he is starting to grasp that others’ thoughts matter. A year ago, his speech was so muffled that most people would have to ask either his mom or dad what he was saying. He had a hard time enunciating his vowels within words, or separating words within a sentence. This was most likely because his mind would develop a sentence too quickly for him to say before it would move on to the next thing. Because of this, he’d also stop mid-sentence and move on to something entirely different. However, in the last year, his sentences are easily understood and he is able to better assert his opinion on something in a clear, concise manner - even if the structure of the sentence remains at a beginner’s level. His social skills also continue to improve as he grows. His parents and family friends can already see a predisposition toward introversion, but he enjoys talking to people he knows and playing with other children. His play with his younger sister and friends is mainly parallel at this point, meaning he enjoys playing in the company of others, but that they’re mostly playing separately. Although, when he plays with his parents, he likes for them to do the same thing he is, whether that’s helping him build a lego fort or playing pretend with his favorite dinosaur figurines. His social skills at the moment are extremely dependent on whether he knows someone or not, and how well he knows them. 
	Other than observing his growth in person and making assessments, I also asked each boy the same set of questions. When asked what his favorite food was, Graham said chicken nuggets and fries. I can attest that he eats this meal almost anywhere we go out to eat, even at Mexican restaurants. He also said he likes to play pretend with his dinosaur figurines, or more active games such as basketball and baseball. Graham is a highly active child, which could be because of predisposition as well as environment. Both of his parents played sports throughout school: his mother was on the softball team and his father played baseball. Needless to say, onlookers can already tell he inherited their natural ability in sports; he’s even on a PeeWee baseball team!
To assess Graham’s cognitive abilities at four, I showed him three optical illusions. The first one could either be a set of faces looking at each other or a vase; Graham saw faces. This is most likely because the faces were in black ink, which was more dominant than the white vase in the middle. Plus, the faces took up more space in the picture. The third photo I showed him could either be a duck or a rabbit, depending on which side the observer looks at first. If you look at the long bill-type part on the left side, you’ll see a duck first. If you look at the eye, you’ll most likely see a rabbit first. Graham saw a duck. This is probably because the long bill-looking object was the dominant feature in the photo to him, and young children tend to look at the biggest object in a photo first. 
Overall, Graham is excelling in his developmental stage, and he’s right on track for his development in all areas educators and developmentalists look at. He is smart, but does have subjects and activities he excels at more than others. He is what developmentalists would deem an “ordinary” child within his stage, and he has no disabilities showcased in his behavior or schooling so far. 
Eugene was the second person I interviewed. He recently turned seven-years-old and he is in the beginning of the Later Childhood stage. He is also at the tail end of the Preoperational stage. According to a presentation on SlideShare, this is the stage in which puberty begins for both boys and girls (Reyes, SlideShare). Also, motor skills become more finely developed during this stage, as children’s balance and athleticism begin to stabilize. In this stage, children’s language is also supposed to become more intelligent and less egocentric. However, Eugene’s speech is actually more egocentric than Graham’s. This could be in large part because of the environment he lives in. In our family, he is the youngest, and he is also an only child within his immediate family. Because of this, he is highly spoiled and his parents don’t quite know how to correctly reprimand or discipline him when he does something wrong. This is where Nature v. Nurture comes in; children need parents who will discipline well when something goes awry so that they’ll know certain behaviors are not acceptable. Parents should also teach their children to be selfless and care about others. Eugene’s parents don’t seem to do this, even though he’s already seven, or he just doesn’t understand the concept because, at home, everything is about him. His play is also egocentric; he likes for everyone to play with him, with him in control, or watch while he plays. He likes to have the attention of the room most of the time. Even though he is mainly still egocentric, his demand for attention makes him mainly an extrovert, which could serve him well later in life if he gets his behavior under check. 
His speech continues to develop, although he hasn’t gotten to the level he should be at, according to developmentalists, at the age of seven. His words tend to be slurred together, or his accent so heavy he cannot enunciate his words for others to understand. His vocabulary is also quite minimal for his age; he likes the words “whatever” and “yeah” a lot. They tend to be his responses to most questions, which isn’t all that respectful or helpful when an authority figure needs an answer. Pertaining to his attention span, he shows some signs of ADD or ADHD, however his parents have never taken him to be tested for them, even though the tests may help the situation. According to the CDC, in 2016, approximately 2.4 million children between the ages of six and eleven were diagnosed with ADHD, and that doesn’t even include the many cases that go unassessed or unreported (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 2016). ADD and ADHD have become significant epidemics within the classroom, and they can severely diminish a child’s development. Every part of development is connected, so Eugene could be experiencing slow speech improvement or behavior problems because he may have ADD or ADHD. 
When asked about the optical illusion pictures, Eugene said that the first picture was a tornado and the third was a rabbit. Whereas Graham paid attention to the bill first, Eugene’s eyes went toward the animal’s eyes first. Eugene’s favorite food is cheese pizza, a bit more “sophisticated” in some eyes than chicken nuggets. And he enjoys playing video games such as Mario Kart and Pac-Man. He says everyone in his class are his friends, but, according to him, he “doesn’t like them all the same.” He also said that he’s most happy when he gets a good color at school. Therefore, Eugene finds the approval of others very important in life, even if his behavior doesn’t always receive the best attitude from others or get him the best color in school. He is very attention oriented at this age.
Overall, Eugene is steadily improving in the Later Childhood stage, however, if it doesn’t quicken as he gets deeper in the stage, there may be cause for concern. The first thing I would recommend, as a future educator and family member, is that his parents have him tested for behavioral disabilities, such as ADD or ADHD. These are actually very easy to manage with the technology and medicine we have today. However, we can’t treat what we don’t know about. That requires that Eugene be tested first. 
The final person I interviewed was Thomas, my boyfriend of six months. He recently turned 19 and he is at the tail end of defined adolescence, and is in Piaget’s Formal Operational stage, which lasts into full adulthood. During this stage, the adolescent’s “thinking becomes much more sophisticated and advanced. Kids can think about abstract and theoretical concepts and use logic to come up with creative solutions to problems,” (Very Well Mind, 2018). Logical thought, planning, deductive reasoning, and abstract concepts become more developed and intricate in this stage - the longest stage in life. Adolescent speech and language also becomes drastically more grown and sophisticated. Thought process also develops differently for each adolescent. During the Formal Operational stage, children really become their own individual; they develop their own opinions on different subjects and events, decide what they like and don’t like, and ultimately choose what they want to do with their lives. It is also the stage where children are least likely to require the help of someone else, such as a parent or friend, so they become more independent. 
Thomas is highly developed for only 19-years-old. He speaks eloquently and is sophisticated in how he deals with the outside world. He has had ADHD since he was a young child, however, he was diagnosed early on and prescribed a medication that, when he takes it, stabilizes his mind and behavior so he can continue his day productively. As far as his favorite food goes, he loves Belgian waffles with cinnamon. He also enjoys playing video games, much like Eugene, but the games he plays are more developed; he plays a lot of Fortnite and Overwatch. These two games are also more violent than Pac-Man or Mario-Kart, so it’s imperative that a child is old enough and developed enough so these games don’t cause his development harm. 
Pertaining to Thomas’ friends, he will tell you that he has a lot of friends, but only one core group that he is really close with. As children get older, they tend to differentiate friend from friend and assert which are closer and which are not. This is why friend groups usually narrow as children grow older. When asked what makes him happy, he said, “friends and family, learning from mistakes, making others happy, and much more.” You can see that both the way Thomas’ words are ordered and the words he uses, as well as the type of response, is different from both Graham and Eugene. This is because he is older, so his diction, vocabulary, and egocentric thought process have all changed over the years. He is rarely egocentric now, partially because of his age and stage of development, and partially because of his personality. 
When comparing and contrasting them, one can see that Eugene and Thomas are alike in regard to signs and symptoms of ADD/ADHD, even though one case is medicated and the other is not. As far as egocentrism goes, Eugene is somewhat unhealthy in his; Graham is healthily egocentric, in the fact that he doesn’t really know he’s egocentric; and Thomas cares way more about his friends and family than about himself. 
My initial expectations and hypothesis were a bit wrong. Mostly, all three boys differed in both reasoning and behavior. They each answered differently in regard to tone and personality, and the reasoning behind their answers differed between each boy. Piaget’s theory and stages are most applicable. Although Eugene’s speech and awareness of surroundings should’ve been more advanced, according to Piaget, each of the boys lined up somewhat with Piaget’s expectations of their age category. 
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