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2.1. Different Cultures Have Different Moral Codes
Pg14,P1-Darius is the king of Persia and is fascinated with cultures he found on his trip. He believed that a “sophisticated outlook should appreciate the differences between cultures.” Asked the Greeks and Callatians to perform the rituals of each other’s and both replied that he should not speak of those things. 
Pg14,P2- This story is from Herodotus in his History thus showing that different cultures have their own moral codes. 
Pg15,P1&2-Eskimos do not refer to themselves as Eskimos, as we do. Eskimos are very different from us and have very many different customs such as how the men have many wives and share them. Their marriage customs are very different from ours which many did not expect to learn.
Pg15,P3- Eskimos don’t care much about human lives and they participate in the practice of infanticide. It was also found that when elderlies were close to death they were sometimes left in the snow to die. [This just seems heartless and inhumane to me, thus proving that every culture does have its own moral code.]
Pg15,P4- This idea of moral codes has been around since the time of Herodotus.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Pg16,P1- Every cultures determines whether something is right or wrong based culture-bound standards. 
Pg16,P2- Cultural relativism states there is not universal truth in ethics.
Pg16, Claims-1-5- Every society has its own moral codes. The moral codes of a society determine is something is right but only in that specific society. There are no standards that judge another society’s codes. Every moral code is one among many and is equal to the rest. It is “arrogant” to judge other cultures. [Is claim 5 contradicting the fact that we cannot judge cultures, by judging the people in cultures as arrogant for judging?]
Pg17, P1- The 5 claims are independent of each other as some may be true  while others may be false. [I was right, cultures may not be tolerant of other cultures so telling cultures to be tolerant is defeating the argument of accepting moral codes]
Pg17, P2-IT would be ironic for cultural relativists to support the intolerance of warlike societies. 
2.3 The Cultural Differences Argument
Pg17&18 Reasonings- When looking at the eating of the dead between the cultures of the Greeks and the Callatians, it neither right or wrong and is just the opinion of the two cultures. The conclusion is the same when it comes to Eskimos and Americans with infanticide. “There is no objective truth in morality.”
Pg18, P1,2&3- Is this a sound argument? It is not a sound argument, because the conclusion does not follow the premise, meaning the argument is invalid. A conclusion is attempted to be drawn from the disagreement of people which is impossible.
Pg19,P1- Cultural Relativism could still be true but the conclusion doesn’t follow the premise, causing the argument to fail.
2.4 What Follows from Cultural Relativism
Pg19, P1- What would happen if we took what Sumner said seriously? What would be the consequences?
Pg19,Consequence 1- We cannot say that other societies customs are inferior to our morals. This also keeps us from criticizing less benign practices.
Pg20, Consequence 2- We can no longer criticize our societies code. If we can not judge other cultures codes as wrong or right then we have to do the same for our culture.
Pg20, Consequence 3- Moral progress is called into doubt as a result. We view some social changes to be good. For example, the progress of women getting to where they are now in their rights. You cannot judge progress as the old ways were part of the standards of the past time and we would be judging by our standards on their ways. Ideas about social reform must be reconsidered. [This makes a lot of sense and I agree with this consequence as we would be contradicting Cultural Realism by judging these past ways.]
2.5 Why There Is Less Disagreement Than It Seems
Pg21, P1- How much do cultures really differ in their views?
Pg21,P2- When comparing to a society that eats cows, we see that the difference between us is in our beliefs and not our values. 
Pg21,P3&4- Factors such as religious beliefs, factual beliefs, values, and the physical environment create the customs of a society. 
Pg22,P1,2&3- Eskimos killed girls for many reasons, many relating to the lack of food. Birth control was lacking resulting in more pregnancies. 
2.6 Some Values Are Shared by All Cultures
Pg23, P2- Telling the truth is important in societies and they value it.
Pg23, P3- Prohibiting murder is important in a society too, as everyone would resort to individualism and fend for themselves.
Pg23,P4- There are some moral rules that all societies must follow, because without them the society would not exist. Not all moral rules vary for each society.
2.7 Judging a Cultural Practice to Be Undesirable
Pg 24, P1,2,3- a girl from West Africa fled to Newark escape excision. In 28 African nations, 135 million females have been excised. In some cultures it is a ritual showing maturity but in others it is performed on women who resist. In this case the father could deny his daughter from undergoing the procedure, because of his wealth, but he died and could no longer protect her from this she escaped with the help of her mother and sisters. [It is interesting to me that the aunt arranged her marriage and the excision, but not her mother. Another moral code?] 
Pg24,P4-She became imprisoned for 18 months and lived under harsh treatment before she was finally granted asylum. A controversy then arose about how we should respect the traditions and customs of other cultures. 
Pg25, P1,2,3- “Is there a culture-independent standard of right and wrong?” It not easy to say why it has become a widespread practice, as there are no benefits to it. It is understood though that men believe their wives are pure only if they have undergone the procedure and it means they can tend more to them and their family.
Pg 25,P4,5- It would be rude to go against these statements so we might look to see if it is actually harmful or not to women. “Does the practice promote or hinder the welfare of the people affected by it?”[Good question, in my opinion the safety and well being is the most important thing in everyone’s lives.] Every cultures believes human happiness is important.
Pg26, P1,2,3- Some people may hesitate in going against the customs of other cultures, as they fear the act of interfering with social customs of other societies, as the US has a negative past in this. Another reason is because they feel they should be okay with other cultures customs and not judge. People may also not judge because they do not want to look like they dislike the customs of a society. 
2.8 Back to the Five Claims
Pg27, P1,2- When the customs of cultures are different the reason is usually a result of factual beliefs of the culture and not the values. Moral codes may not all be correct, such as the excision of the women in west Africa. 
Pg27,3 bullets- Another example of this was when a woman in Nigeria had sex out of wedlock. Then, again when an Australian woman tried to smuggle 9 pounds of marijuana into Indonesia and was only given 20 years in prison, but could have gotten the death sentence in Indonesia. It is also seen in the case where a woman from Saudi Arabia was gang raped, but it was found she had been with a man not related to her so she was sentenced to 200 lashes in the end and given 6 months of prison time, but she was later pardoned for it.
Pg28,3-5- Societies can be morally wrong, proving that the idea of cultural relativism is false or invalid, as some societies need moral improvement. Claim 3 is argued as wrong as well because things such as slavery, stoning, and genital mutilation harm a persons welfare. [I agree with this as well, as the harm to a persons well being should be judged so something can possibly be done about it. “Is merely one among many” can be interpreted as all moral codes are same, meaning they are all good or all bad. People should not tolerate everything, which goes against the 5th claim.
2.9 What We Can Learn from Cultural Relativism 
Pg29, P1,2,3,&Pg30,P1,2-One thing that can be learned from Cultural Relativism is that we are reminded that our customs are OUR customs and may not be everyone else’s customs. Some examples are the rituals carried out when people die in different cultures or the attire of women throughout cultures. A final example of this monogamous marriage. 
Pg30, P3- Another thing that can be gathered from cultural relativism is always having an open mind. [We must view things with an open mind rather than judge with what we may believe.] 
Pg31-All of this can help us learn that our feelings may have been formed from cultural conditioning. Keeping this in mind will help us view things with an open mind rather than just looking at things with the views that have been formed in our brains from our culture. [In the end I have learned that cultural relativism can help us look at things openly and freely in order to create our own views on them, instead of having them become cultural products.]






