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My postcard presents a man, most likely from another country, on a small boat with a sail that he is getting ready to paddle under a bridge. It seems the sun has just set and the moon has risen, lighting up the sky and surrounding water way. This scene and setting seems to give the image a magical feel to it, as it provides the feeling of relaxation and of a new beginning as night has just begun, readying for new things and preparing the world for a new day. The man on the boat is traveling in the light of the moon creating great emphasis on him and his boat. The light being cast on the man and boat can be seen as if the man is starting his process of entering a new beginning which in this case is a new day. New beginnings and days open up the world for a new wide range of opportunities, possibly implying that the man is embarking on a journey to new opportunities. Light is generally characterized as something positive or joyful, also presenting the idea that this man is on his way to great, beautiful and positive things.
In this photograph I find the mood to be optimistic, magical, anxious, and gloomy. As I previously mentioned I feel that the photograph is presenting the idea of beginning a new journey in order to find opportunities in the upcoming day. The man is experiencing the end of the day, or the end of an experience, while on his way to a new beginning. This expression of the photograph that I have developed has given rise to these moods, as the colors and scene perfectly express these feelings. The color of blue provides a sense of gloom, as blue is usually seen in relation to sadness and depression. It seems to portray that the end of a journey can be quite emotional and sad. However, the color white in this photograph suggests that the transition into this new day and voyage is quite optimistic and magical, as white is usually associated with feelings of goodness and purity. The mix of the two colors coming together in the middle of water in the photograph provides this mood of anxiousness, as the feelings of sadness and happiness can create an anxious feeling in life.
Today my interpretation of this postcard is a little different. Today I am looking at the bridge that the man is about to pass under in his boat. The bridge has a dark and gloomy feel to it with its gray and black color. These colors are usually associated with sadness, darkness, hardships, and struggles, making me feel that the man is on his way to facing a struggle in order to get to better things in life. On the other side of the bridge things seem to be lighter in color and the moon creates a bright glow on the water. Again I notice the light and think of happiness and new beginnings. It is like the man has to face a struggle or maybe even multiple hardships before he can get to the other side of the metaphorical bridge of struggles and find the figurative light in life. In recent research and classes I have arrived at the understanding that the moon is associated with time, as the moon undergoes a cycle of phases which depends greatly on time in its development. This also portrays the idea that time must pass before the man can completely overcome struggles and reach the other side of the bridge where the moon is casting its light.
The photograph reminds me of a lot of different things but the main one that sticks out in my mind is in my personal life. Every summer my family goes on an annual vacation to Kerr lake in North Carolina and we always goes on boat rides, whether that be on our drivable boat or in kayaks. A lot of nights we will go on kayak rides while the sun is setting almost like in this photograph and along the way we may run into a bridge and go under it like this man is about to do. It is relaxing and has a magical, unrealistic feeling to it just as this photograph portrays to me. Another thing that this photograph reminds me of is during the time of colonial settlement, like when Jamestown was founded. The boat appears to be made out of wood, just like during that time period and the man is rowing the boat just as they had too. The scenery reminds me of how I sort of picture this time period to have appeared. However, at the same time this photograph doesn’t remind me of this time period as there seems to be a lot of modern technology present such as the bridge, which also reminds me of possibly the mid-1900s based on the construction of the bridge. 
Every day I examine this photograph I find the meaning changes to me. The change may be even the slightest difference from the day before, but I notice a new aspect of the photograph every day that changes my previous thoughts about it. I believe that my thoughts and interpretations of the photograph change every day, because my emotional and mental state change almost every day, even in the slenderest ways. Since I have been at Longwood and since I have been analyzing my photograph my state of mind has changed from day to day. Some days are more severe than others, but some days have little change from the day before. Some examples of why my emotional and mental states have changed are because I am in a new environment attempting to adapt to my surroundings. At times this can be very difficult but at others it can be very simple. Another reason may be a result of missing home or family, thus making me view things in a different way than if I was having a day where I was happy with being away from home. These changes in my mental and emotional states may be why I see the light in the photograph as being the positive and hopeful life waiting ahead once the man passes through struggles, as I am sort of viewing my life as getting through the first few weeks of adjustment in college in order to get to the joy of college life.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Today my mood has changed once again, allowing me to examine this photograph in terms of my life, rather than the man in the photograph. Today, I am looking at my past and future and putting the photograph in perspective to my life. I see it as I am the man on the boat guiding my life in the direction that I want it to go. The darkness on the side of the bridge, that I am rowing through, is the hard work and dedication that I must put forth to achieve my goals of making it through the International Baccalaureate program in high school, getting through college for a degree in liberal studies with a concentration in elementary education, and becoming a first or second grade teacher.  The light on the other side of the bridge represents the completion and rewards for reaching all of these goals. The photograph is portraying that I must work hard to reach my bright and joyful life so that I can do what I love in the future.
Today I am very interested in the origin of this photograph. I want to know where this was constructed and if there is a deeper meaning behind it that I have yet to discover. When looking at the man on the boat and the people on the bridge, I notice their clothing distinguishes they’re not from the United States, but possibly somewhere in East Asia, like China or Japan. The clue that gave this away, is the hats they are wearing. The hats look to be like the ones farmers in these countries may wear in order to protect themselves from the sun. The clothing they are wearing is also light, leaving me to believe they are wearing cool clothing to keep them comfortable in the harsh conditions they are working under. The animal on the bridge appears to possibly be a bison or bull, also making me believe the origin is in East Asia, as animals of this form are usually associated with these countries. I do feel that this picture was created in the mid to later years of the 1900s, as the construction of the bridge and the boat are not modern pieces of technology in comparison to today. These clues have led to me believe one of the purposes of creating this piece of art was to inform the audience of the history of this area, so we can gain a better understanding of the conditions that their people once lived under. 





