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SOL Project Reflection
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Our SOL project was a first grade SOL on the characteristics and environments of animals and plants. Our lesson included interactive activities such as a hands on Venn diagram and animal biome placement, as well as a few short PowerPoints to provide some knowledge before carrying out the fun interactive activities. Overall, I felt like the students really enjoyed the lesson, as it allowed them to be creative by placing and creating the different coverings such as fur, scales, and feathers onto their own animals. This really allowed them to gain a better understanding of the content while doing something they enjoyed. The students also enjoyed the hands on and working together aspects of placing items on a Venn diagram and placing the animals they decorated into their correct biome. As well as this lesson being hands on, active, and interactive, it was also inquiry-based, because throughout the entire lesson, we continually asked questions in relation to what we were talking about, to get them thinking about things that may involve their personal life to give them a better idea. An example of this was when discussing the difference between tame and wild animals and we asked each student individually whether they had pets, what kind it was, and whether it was wild or tame. We would also ask other questions such as what covering their animals at home had, or what they do to take care of their animals, when discussing what animals need to survive.
	Even though the development and execution of this SOL were quite simple, there was a little difficulty in finding unique and creative ways to make this lesson fun and enjoyable for this age group. These children have already learned this material and have probably been reviewing it for the past couple of years, so we wanted to make it a fun experience even though it was likely just review. I feel we were successful in this aspect though, as the children were very talkative and detailed in decorating their animals to match their environment, as well as eager to provide responses and answer questions when it came to prompting them or when developing the Venn diagram and biomes. The hard part of teaching science in general, is making it interesting and intriguing for individuals who may not like science. You have to make the content, lesson, and activities exciting and thought provoking for all.
	If I were to do this project and lesson again, I would not do it too much differently. However, one thing that I would change is to add videos or short and thought provoking activities throughout the PowerPoints. This way they could use the information they are receiving at that moment to ensure they’re understanding, but also to keep them more engaged, rather than just throwing information at them. Other than this one change, I really liked, and felt that our lesson was successful and perfect for this age group and SOL material.
	The most significant thing that I learned throughout this process is engagement and interactive approaches are key. The more intriguing and hands on the lesson is the better. I knew this was important at younger ages, but thought that older children like this, worked better with a mixture of interactive activities as well as sit down or listening lessons. However, when presenting the PowerPoints I found this to be untrue, as the children were not as engaged and would get distracted or off topic a lot more easily. This has led me to want to include more hands on activities and limit the sit down activities less when I have my own classes in the future. The more that the children got to move around or speak, the better they were acquiring and developing the information.
	Overall, this lesson development and execution was very eye opening. It was the first lesson plan that I have had to create and teach without being told exactly what I had to do by experienced teachers. I enjoyed this as we had our own freedom to teach in ways we felt was best. I also felt that the children really loved this experience as well, as they were eager to work through the activities and talk with us. The lesson was very successful in my eyes and I think the students got a lot out of it, as well as my group and I, because it gave us a new experience to learn from that will be helpful in the classroom in the future.
