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Christ in the Dark Knight: A Reflection on How Frank Miller’s Version of Batman is a Christ Figure 
Regardless of the United States being referred to as a “melting pot,” the Christian Religion is a massive attribute towards American literature. Considering the Bible is one of the most read, translated, and quoted books in the world, it should not be surprising the amount times that Christ is represented in literature. “Why, you might ask, are there Christ figures? (...) the short answer is that probably the writer wants to make a point. Perhaps the parallel deepens our sense of the character’s sacrifice if we see it as somehow similar to the greatest sacrifice we know of” (Foster 132). In How to Read Literature Like A Professor: A Lively and Entertaining Guide to Reading Between the Lines by Thomas Foster, a list of commonalities between Christ Figures was listed. In regards to Frank Miller’s version of Batman in Batman: The Dark Knight Returns, Batman represents a handful of commonalities that were listed. Along with his sacrifices to Gotham City, Batman is a Christ figure due to his interaction with the devil (The Joker), the agony he faces during his sacrifice, and his “rebirth” after being buried. 
The Joker is an infamous villain that is known by pretty much anyone who at least has novice level superhero knowledge. For decades, he has served as a manic, yet compelling character in Batman comics. However, in Batman: The Dark Knight Returns, he serves the role as the devil. Although Batman faces many obstacles in this particular comic, The Joker is manipulative and vindictive, in similar ways that Satan is in the Bible. For instance, when Satan took form as a serpent to seduce Eve into taking a bite of the forbidden fruit, he utilized her impurities and weaknesses against her so that she would commit the ultimate sin. When Batman does not kill The Joker in the final panels of Book Three, he begins to taunt him. “I’m really very disappointed with you, my sweet...the moment was...perfect… and you didn’t have the nerve (...) I’ll...see you...in hell. (...) With a devil’s strength he twists” (Miller “Book Three” pg. 46). According to How to Read Literature Like A Professor, “You Might Be a Christ Figure If You Are (...) in some sort of wilderness, tempted there, accosted by the devil”(Foster 129). The Joker tempted Batman to sin by killing him. Ultimately, The Joker valued the demise of Batman spiritually more than he valued his own life. Thus, allowing Batman to be a considerable candidate for a Christ figure. 
Bruce’s battle with Superman truly takes a toll on his physical strength. At this point in time, Superman possesses many of the stereotypical traits that readers expect from a superhero; young, powerful, and pure-which entirely contrasts Miller’s version of Batman in this comic. Although Bruce is aware of his fate against Superman, he sacrifices himself to stand up for the people of Gotham. “You sold us out, Clark. You gave them the power, that should have been ours”(Miller “Book Four” pg. 36). The agony that Bruce suffers during this fight is an additional characteristic of a Christ figure. “He’s put through great physical suffering (...) he thinks he’s broken something(...)” (Foster 127). Towards the end of the battle, Superman crushes three of Bruce’s ribs (Miller “Book Four” pg. 36). Thus, leaving him in agony as he continues to sacrifice his life for the people of Gotham city.
The brawl between Bruce Wayne and Clark Kent ceased when Batman faked his own death. Once the funeral had completed, Robin dug him up, similar to how Jesus’s tomb was empty three days after being buried. Ultimately, this is the Christ figure symbol that is the most potent. In Christianity, the vital components to the Gospels were the fact that Jesus died for our sins, and arose from the tomb. It wasn’t the fact that he was a carpenter, or that he was possibly 33 years old when he died. “So must all Christ figures be this unambiguous as this? No, they don’t have to hit all of the marks(...)”(Foster 128). Once Bruce is unburied from his grave, he starts a new life apart from Batman. Instead of combating crime himself, he is secretly training an army of followers on how to fight their own battles in the city of Gotham. “Here, in the endless cave, far past the burnt remains of a crimefighter whose time has passed...it begins here. An army to bring sense to a world plagued by worse than thieves and murderers...this will be a good life..good enough”(Miller “Book Four” pg. 43). 
“(...) Don’t have to be male. Don’t have to be Christian. Don’t even have to be good” (Foster 128). The phrase “don’t even have to be good” sums up Batman as a Christ figure. Although Miller’s story demonstrated Batman tempted by evil, in agony, and reborn, the premise of this comic was to show that he was the “Dark Knight,” and that he wasn’t divine and pure-especially not as pure as Jesus Christ. Thus, it is ironic that Batman be considered a Christ figure, despite Miller wanting him to be seen as impure. Some may disagree with this reflection, however, a literary symbol is not always an exact copy of the original. In other words, Batman does not have to possess all of the specific characteristics that Christ does in the Bible; simply the important ones. Miller’s version of Batman “died” and was born again for the people that he loved, which is Christ’s most favorable and praised action. Thus, allowing Batman to be a highly unconventional Christ figure in American literature.  
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