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Writing On The Road Less Traveled: Debunking a Common Literacy Myth 
As a writer, nothing is more excruciatingly painful than staring at a blank page. While a blank page contains a vibrant amount of opportunities, it also has an overwhelming amount of pressure; the pressure to write professionally. Once you progress as a “writer,” it becomes expected of you to continuously produce eloquent masterpieces. However, regardless of skill level, writing is a difficult task. Therefore, the myth that writing gets easier for students as they get better at it is entirely false due to the effects of writer's block, and the high expectations set by primary and secondary education. 
 	I have been praised by my teachers on my writing abilities numerous times throughout my education; the first time that I can recall was in the 2nd grade. For our first writing assignment, we were required to create a story relevant to Halloween. It was a simple enough task, but for the life of me, I could not think of anything worthy enough to write. Instead, I would just cry at the blank page of profusely wide ruled paper that stared me in the face until I could no longer bear it.  It wasn’t until the third class period of writing that I finally had “the idea.” Otherwise known as the time in a writer’s life where an image of the perfect story so powerfully takes control of their mind that they start writing and never stop. During that 45 minutes alone, my stubby hands wrote 6 pages about a rampant vampire, fully equipped with characters, dialogue, and a presumably immature plot that seemed impressive at the time. Although I showed this potential early on, 2nd grade was definitely not the prime of my writing career; it was my first baby steps in the process of story writing, yet, after a decades worth of experience I continue to struggle with the same issue. Although as an undergrad I am still considered to be a novice writer, even the most talented writers experience writer’s block when drafting; such as Anne Lamott, a quirky novelist that is best well known for her autobiographical narratives, perfectly describes the indigenous struggles of professional writers in her novel Bird by Bird:Some Instructions on Writing and Life. 
Very few writers really know what they are doing until they've done it. Nor do they go about their business feeling dewy and thrilled. They do not type a few stiff warm-up sentences and then find themselves bounding along like huskies across the snow[...]We all often feel like we are pulling teeth, even those writers whose prose ends up being the most natural and fluid. The right words and sentences just do not come pouring out like ticker tape most of the time[...]For me and most of the other writers I know, writing is not rapturous. In fact, the only way I can get anything written at all is to write really, really shitty first drafts (1). 
As a college level writer, I found myself to passionately relate to Lamott's statements.  For instance, when drafting this paper, I found myself at a loss for words, despite the abundance of ideas running through my mind. Prior to reading Lamott’s honest words of wisdom, no matter how hard I tried to write professionally, I could not escape my first draft. I’ve come to realize that this has been and will forever be the rule of thumb when it comes to writing, no matter how skillful at it I become. 
A common place for this myth to come to fruition is in the realm of primary and secondary education. As students transition from chapter to chapter and grade to grade, educators expect them to have gained valuable writing experience from years prior, and therefore expect them to automatically meet their expectations, solely because they are at a certain point in their educational career. Retired Iowa State University Professor, Dorothy Winsor, wrote a valuable article based on a study of 190 seniors at an engineering college. The article focuses in on their transition from novice writers to professional writers in the Engineer career field. Winsor provides a genuine depiction of the processes students go through in order to adapt to a new style of writing. According to the breakdown of the students’ responses, less than 30% of students claimed that they learned how to write through a class they had either taken in high school or college; however, the majority claimed that they had learned how to write from hands on work experience (Winsor 642). Ultimately, proving that educators are wrong for believing that a student will be able to write with ease after years of education; instead, they should be led to understand that students will require the cold cut, and sometimes wretched hands on experiences of writing before they can become anything but a novice, and even after that, it will never be easy. 
At the beginning of my senior year of high school, I began writing for an online journalism website known as The Odyssey Online; for the few months that I wrote for them, I would submit an article every week. One particular article that I had written was about the final year I was given to spend with my mom before she had recently passed. I poured every ounce of memory I had into this article so that as time passed on, I would never forget my last year with her. After it was published on her birthday, it began to gain so much traction that I could hardly believe it. To me, and to other people, it was the most beautiful article I had ever written. Fast forward to the spring of my senior year, I had received a letter from my school’s literary magazine. Earlier in the year, I had decided to submit the article about my mom for publication, and the letter had stated that they had denied it. Not only was I devastated, but I had also felt as if my aspirations to be an author were all for nothing. However, I now realize that I almost had let the myth win. An aspiring author will always experience a time in their life where they are rejected, even if they are in their prime. Those who write are not skilled in their knowledge, but rather their perseverance. My advice to any writer who is letting the myth that writing gets easier as you get better at it win is this: don’t. 
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