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Sydney Walsh 

This is an Honors course targeted towards Political Science majors and minors. This course is a prerequisite needed before applying to the Political Science program. I targeted it this way because of how controversial and current this topic is. This course is for Political Science majors and minors only because of how debate-oriented this course is. It is writing and speaking infused, so students should be expected to practice their writing and speaking skills through persuasive essays and debate. 
[bookmark: _7b8a0sb4hrly]Course Description
Children of DACA: Rights or Limitations explores the idea that immigrants under DACA are not given the same opportunities or rights as natural born or native citizens. This course analyzes the differences in treatment between naturalized citizens and immigrants, but more specifically, the children of DACA. Topics the class will discuss include: What is DACA?, Zero Tolerance Policy, Forced Medication, Alone in Court, Downward Assimilation of Second-Generation Immigrant Children, Lack of Opportunity, and Raising Children in America. 


[bookmark: _knfmcbp8ry1w]Course Schedule  

[bookmark: _7f9q6twe6ioz]Unit 1: What is DACA?

	BIG Question: What are the benefits of DACA versus the benefits of terminating DACA?

	Argument of the Unit: DACA offers many protections to immigrants who have lived in the U.S. and who were brought into the United States with no choice. With DACA, they will be able to stay in the U.S. to work and get an education. 

	Key Words: DACA, DREAMer, unconstitutional, DAPA, Department of Homeland Security

	Link to Reading: 5 Questions About DACA Answered 

	Annotation of Reading: In this article, Gonzales explains why DACA and the DREAM Act are important and answers commonly asked questions. He explains how DACA gives immigrants certain protections from being deported and opportunities to work, get an education and get a driver’s license. These protections are mainly for people who were brought to the U.S. illegally by their parents. To enter into the program, the applicant must have been younger than thirty-one when the program began, be able to prove they came to the U.S. before the age of sixteen, have a clean criminal record and be enrolled in high school, college or the military. Although immigrants can be deported for being involved in criminal activity, many DREAMers believe they only lack legal recognition because of how they spent most of their lives going to school and working in the U.S. 



[bookmark: _9arfitiaezkn]Unit 2: Zero Tolerance Policy

	BIG Question: Is separating children ever justified and if so, under what conditions?

	Argument of the Unit: Children should not be separated from their parents when immigrating to America. 

	Key Words: Zero Tolerance Policy, Flores Settlement, asylum, executive order, border patrol

	Link to Reading: Separated: Children at the Border  

	Annotation of Reading: In this PBS documentary, the Zero Tolerance Policy is explained through stories of separation and interviews with politicians. Many immigrants who come to the U.S. come for opportunity or to seek asylum. To reach America, many had to take a train called “The Beast” or find a “coyote”. Both methods of transportation had terrible conditions like being given limited amounts of food, not having a bathroom or when getting on the train, having the risk of losing a limb or dying. In 2017, President Trump signed the Zero Tolerance Policy that stated the government can separate children from their parents and families. Politicians have stated that they would only separate if the parent was a threat to the child, but still continue to separate regardless. When these immigrants arrive to the U.S., many were placed in detention centers. The interviewer then asked the politicians if they remembered the last time children were taken from their parents without reason. With no response, the interviewer answered that the last time was with Native Americans. 


[bookmark: _sazi7rgzltfu]
[bookmark: _3b5k9j82c75e]Unit 3: Forced Medication 

	BIG Question: How are immigrant children being stripped of their right while detained? 

	Argument of the Unit: Children are being stripped of their rights by limiting their access to lawyers, keeping them from their families and forcing medications without consent. 

	Key Words: psychotropic medication, Office of Refugee Resettlement, National Center for Youth Law, Center for Human Rights and Constitutional Law, Flores v Reno, plaintiffs

	[bookmark: _1g1lg8vrfbcj]Link to Reading: 5 Immigrant Children File Complaint Over Detention, Alleged Forced Medication

	[bookmark: _flhhs8tpm36g]Annotation of Reading: In this article, Kates and Dahl explain how five children have filed complaints because of the way they have been treated while being detained. They claim that the government has been assaulting them, that they have been put under restrictive conditions and that they were given psychotropic medications without consent of their parents. Some children say they suffered from physical and emotional abuse while detained and many said they were denied release from the detainment center to family members without reasoning. While some children said they were assaulted and abused by staff in the detainment centers, some said they were abused by other children. Kates and Dahl explain that if these allegations are true, the detainment centers would be in violation of the fifth amendment because of their refusal to allow the children to access lawyers. 


[bookmark: _5rjxw4i4g5yi]
[bookmark: _e5w8z8katd55]Unit 4: Alone in Court

	[bookmark: _GoBack]BIG Question: What are some similarities and differences in how natural or native born citizens and immigrants are treated in court?

	Argument of the Unit: Children are unable to properly represent themselves in court because of their age, unawareness of their situation and because they have no parental or familial support. 

	Key Words: injunction, executive order, deportation, Zero Tolerance Policy, asylum 

	Link to Reading:  Immigrant toddlers ordered to appear in court alone 

	Annotation of Reading: In this video and article from USA Today, Jewett and Luthra argue that children are too young to be in court alone and should be reunited with their parents. In the video, it is explained that the two-thousand children separated from their families and detained in shelters due to the Zero Tolerance Policy will be reunited with their parents within thirty days and if they are under age five, they will be reunited within fourteen days. President Trump then signed an executive order to stop future separations. When separated, the children were ordered to go to court for their own deportation proceedings alone. Doing this was difficult because of their ages and inability to properly represent themselves. These children are unable to properly represent themselves because of their age and unawareness of their situation. 
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[bookmark: _m39igqtsnv2]Unit 5: Downward Assimilation of Second-Generation Immigrant Children

	BIG Question: Why is it easier for children of migrants to become underclass than children of natives?

	Argument of the Unit: Second generation children are at a high risk of becoming underclass because of their race, education, skills, environment and current labor markets. 

	Key Words: rainbow underclass, role reversal, bifurcation, downward assimilation, upward/downward mobility, acculturation 

	Link to Reading: Children of Migrants in America 

	Annotation of Reading: In the article "Children of Migrants in America”, Portes argues that the second generation will become underclass if nothing changes. He explains that the population of immigrants is growing and is not declining. Many are learning English, forgetting their own languages and abandoning their cultures. Portes explains how the second generation will become underclass because of differences in race, education, age, environment and skills. Using a story about a Nicaraguan immigrant, Portes explains how the second generation will become underclass because of where they assimilate or what group they assimilate into.  



[bookmark: _se5dxnta5vlv]Unit 6: Lack of Opportunity  

	BIG Question: With the implementation of many programs like No Child Left Behind, why is there still a significant difference in education and skills between “children of immigration” and other children?

	Argument of the Unit: Immigrant children are not given enough opportunities to succeed in America. 

	Key Words: immigration, emigration, transit, heterogeneous, minority, hyper diversity, No Child Left Behind 

	Link to Reading: Children of Immigration  

	Annotation of Reading: In the article "Children of Immigration", Suárez-Orozco argues that the children of immigration should be given the more opportunities to succeed in America because of the growing rates of the immigrant population. She explains how the population of immigrants around the world is growing, but also how the number of unauthorized immigrant children have decreased. Using Suárez-Orozco and Suárez-Orozco's mini biographies, she demonstrates how and why an increase in opportunity would be helpful for future immigrant children. She backs this argument up by providing poverty rates in immigrant families, ratios of immigrant children who can only speak one language, and the negative effects of standardized tests on immigrant children. 




[bookmark: _lq0zzh2pjepr]Unit 7: Raising Children in America 

	BIG Question: In what ways would implementing empowerment programs for parents benefit both immigrant parents and their children?

	Argument of the Unit: Immigrant families do not have many programs to help them adjust to a new society and culture. Empowerment programs for parents would benefit immigrant parents by helping them feel confident and capable and would help decrease the amount of depression and anxiety in immigrant children. It would also help alleviate the pressure on the children when it comes to having to translate for their parents. 

	Key Words: qualitative method, demographic questionnaire, ambivalence, conservative, alienation

	Link to Reading: Raising Children in America: Korean Parents’ Experiences  

	Annotation of Reading: In the article "Raising Children in America: Korean Parents' Experiences", a qualitative study was conducted to describe Korean parents' challenges when raising children in America. Choi, Dancy and Lee explain how Korean parents often feel insecure, alienated, powerless and unable to advocate for their children. They believe that they are unable to advocate for their children and be involved in their children's' school life because of language barriers and their lack of knowledge on the American school system. Many Korean parents also believe that they are a barrier to their children's' successes because of their inability to speak English fluently. The changes in culture the Korean families faced can cause parent-child conflicts which are associated with depression, anxiety and smoking in Korean American adolescents. This study shows the importance of providing empowerment programs for immigrant parents. 





