[image: ]Martin Luther King Jr. wrote the Letter from Birmingham Jail in response to the clergyman’s letter to him after he was arrested in Alabama. King’s overall purpose was to address the criticisms not only made by the clergyman, but also the individuals who were against King all over the country. Using a passive medium such as a letter, King is able to separate his audiences in such a manner that when published, the letter could be addressed to many people around the country. In fact, I analyzed a quote from paragraph 21, and changed the genre into an Instagram post to show how effective King’s words would have been today and how he would have impacted those who supported him, especially through the difficult time of his incarceration. Also, in many cases, an Instagram post from a person with a platform like King’s, can be shared and liked so much that it shifts how people view the person who made the post.

King’s impact on the country, and his ability to rally people behind him is seen in my fake Instagram post. When creating this artifact, I was looking for a picture that showed King giving a speech because I can vividly picture him in my head saying this quote in a famous speech. I came across the picture above and thought it was such a perfect fit. Not only is he giving a speech in the picture, but the sign in the background says, “Why we can’t wait,” which is one of King’s campaigns. Visually, the picture is framed so that the main things you see are King, the microphone, and his campaign poster. Framing is a strategy that is used by designer so that he has ultimate control over what the viewer sees. It’s straightforward so that you can easily tell what he’s giving a speech about. The man next to him is not important, nor is the background; it’s cropped so that there aren’t any distractions in the picture itself. 

The spatial arrangement is very important because it is organized so that the viewer can have a live interpretation of the post’s impact. This is one of the most unique things about Instagram. Because this is an Instagram post, it is arranged so that when scrolling you see who’s posting the picture first, then the actual pic, then the amount of likes and caption, and lastly what others commented. In a letter, you don’t know the amount of people who agree with what King is saying. You don’t get to see the live comments directed back against him or supporting him. The genre of an Instagram post gives the viewer an entirely different perspective in the form of live feedback so that the viewer can instantly choose how they feel. Of course there might be room for bias because the viewer’s feelings might be changed depending on how others feel, but when a man like King decides to post a captivating picture on Instagram its only right to try to come up with your own feelings about what he’s saying regardless of how others feel.

The linguistic modes tell you that based on King’s diction, there must be someone or something working to create a change, and without that hard work time just supports those who are opposed to the change. This caption compliments the picture well. King plays with the concept of time a little bit. In his use of words like progress, tireless, persistent, and stagnation, he indirectly establishes a difference between time and waiting. People commonly think of time as a good thing, because it takes time for things to change. King knows this, but he also knows things don’t change when you “wait.” Like the picture and his speech, the caption explains why we can’t just wait. He says progress isn’t inevitable, meaning things don’t just change because they are supposed to. When you “wait” you just become stagnate and therefore you are on the side of those who don’t want social change. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]I think there’s a huge difference between a letter and an Instagram post. Although a letter may be able to help you decide who you want to address at any given time while keeping your dialogue friendly and respectful, an Instagram post lets you see how impactful certain ideas are. And when analyzing a man with King’s stature, seeing his impact along with his powerful quotes can be an interesting thing. The limits of an Instagram post, however, is that the designer or author is constrained to the approval of the audience. With that being said, in this circumstance, majority of King’s followers most likely would have supported him so he would have enough approval not as if he needed it, of course. Overall, a Instagram post affords the viewer the perspective of the live impact as opposed to a letter. 
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