Ryleigh Turner

Annotated Syllabus: Evolution of Eugenics and Fertility 
Course Description:
The Evolution of Eugenics introduces students to the idea that even though a topic is in the past and we don’t talk much about it anymore it is still prevalent in today’s society. Sections of the course pose topics of the history of eugenics and how groups of people were discriminated against during the movement in the early 20th century. Others introduce students to ways that the idea of eugenics is still being used to today. Students will build and refine their skills of oral communication by being provided more insight on their strengths and weaknesses.
Course Schedule 
Unit 1: History of Eugenics and Sterilization
	BIG Question: What are some similarities and differences between Eugenics and public health in the United States? How has it evolved?

	Argument of the Unit: Death is a normal process and to prolong life of defectives is tampering with the system. 

	Key Words: Hereditarily unfit, public health, Eugenics, Sir Francis Galton, Natural selection, 

	Link to Reading: Then v. Now 

	Annotation of Reading: In the article Eugenics and Public Health in American History  Pernick argues that eugenics was a way to get rid of the “unfit” and make the population more suitable. Disease was seen as a way to weed out the unfit and destroy the race. Women, social reformers and advocates were all on the border with this because it didn’t just mean that their baby would have “good genes” it meant having a “better baby.”  On the other hand, sanitation, hygiene and medicine were all seen as ways of securing a survival rate and declines in infections were because of these. Techniques such pasteurization and use of preservatives were attacked for destroying vitamins, altering taste, and adding toxic chemicals. Today the meaning of eugenics has changed because so has our values and beliefs as a country. Now, we are more accepting of other people’s differences and don’t tend to judge them or discriminate against them for it. This article shows how eugenics began, the meaning of it, and how it is has evolved into what it is today. It is a key text to begin my course with because it gives students some insight and background know about what we are going to be learning about. 


Unit 2: Religion’s Role 
	BIG Question: How did religion help shape the Eugenics movement?

	Argument of the Unit: Religious ideas and cultural values associated with religion exerted a powerful influence upon eugenic organizations in Britain and the United States.

	Key Words: Julian Huxley, Francis Galton, secular religion, Eugenics Education Society (London), American Eugenics Society

	Link to Reading: Christianity and Eugenics: The Place of Religion in the British Eugenics Education Society and the American Eugenics Society


	Annotation of Reading: In Christianity and Eugenics: The Place of Religion in the British Eugenics Education Society and the American Eugenics Society Baker argues that religion had a powerful influence over eugenics. Protestant countries tended to practice eugenics more readily than Catholic ones. The balance of regional and national power of welfare was crucial. Two organizations were formed regarding eugenics and religion. One was the Eugenics Education Society in London which was focussed on “modifying” the public opinion, with a new sense of “responsibility” regarding parenthood to be created. The other organization is the American Eugenics Society it was a way for popular opinion to be won over and the new eugenic faith to erase former doubts. This article shows eugenics was an aggressive force of secularisation and religious participants were passive, liberal believers who sacrificed orthodoxy to eugenics. It is a key text for showing to students the role of religion during the eugenics movement and some of the organizations that formed as a result. 


Unit 3: Racial & Gender Discrimination
	BIG Question: Why were genders not allowed to be around each or have interactions during the eugenics movement of the 1920s?

	Argument of the Unit: The purity of the white race played a key role in maintaining a suitable and fit population. 

	Key Words: Lobbyist, Racial hierarchy, Virginia’s Racial Integrity Act of 1924, Walter Ashby Plecker, The white race

	Link to Reading: Arm in Arm: Gender, Eugenics, and Virginia's Racial
Integrity Acts of the 1920s

	Annotation of Reading: In Arm and Arm Dorr argues that to have a suitable and “fit” population of only “good genes” that there needed to be white purity. To help accomplish this The Racial Integrity Act was enacted which forbid white people from marrying another race. Eugenicists manipulated ideas about race, class, gender and created a social crisis. Children born from white men but had slave mothers were under the bondage because of their mother. This legislation broke new grounds because it began to define and classify people based on their race. White people were seen as having no trace of nonwhite blood in their body which could include being African American, Indian, or Asian. To be classified as black you had to have at least one quarter or more of black blood. This text shows how black people were discriminated against during the eugenics movement to help maintain the “fit” population which also included having white purity. It is a key text for students to read because racial discrimination lead to eugenics and racial hierarchy in the early 20th century. 


Unit 4: Different Country Perspective 
	BIG Question: How was the declining eugenics of Singapore affecting the country?

	Argument of the Unit: The use of sterilization and eugenics in Singapore was used for family limitation.

	Key Words: Family limitation, National Development Program, Mr. Lee
Kuan Yew, nature vs nurture, Graduate Mums scheme

	Link to Reading: Fertility and Eugenics: Singapore's Population Policies

	Annotation of Reading: In the article Fertility and Eugenics: Singapore’s Population Policies Palen argues that the use of sterilization in Singapore was to limit family growth. A two child per family policy is in place there. Mr. Lee Kuan Yew, the prime minister, put this in place because there was more less educated women having children than well educated women. There is a negative association between education and fertility in this country. It is seen that the more educated and scholarly women needed to be having more children than the less educated because their children would grow up to become the nation's future leaders. A program such as the Mum Scheme was put in place to increase fertility among married and educated women. It allowed for a new school admission scheme where the child would be put in the “right” school and that would help them in the long run to have better acceptance into other programs. This text shows how eugenics can be taken to an extreme. It is a key text because it is viewpoint from another country and would allow the students to see the difference between American and other countries eugenics. 


Unit 5: Modern Day Eugenics
	BIG Question: Did the idea of eugenics ever really go away?

	Argument of the Unit: Eugenics is still around and hard at work just under a different name.

	Key Words: human genome, prenatal genetic screening, CRISPR, Iceland incident, Edwin Black.

	Link to Reading: Modern Day Eugenics

	Annotation of Reading: In the video modern eugenics Georgia Purdom argues that eugenics is still around today just under a different name. During the time of the Nazi’s people were being killed off because they were seen as “unfit” for not looking or having certain personality traits and it was called eugenics. Today we don’t call it eugenics but the same idea and principle is very much true. Prenatal genetic screening is an example of eugenics in today’s society. It is used for screening of genetic disorders and “defective” embryos are often destroyed or aborted. In Iceland there is statistics that people who find out there child is going to have down syndrome from prenatal genetic screening 100% aborted the pregnancy. This video shows that even though the term eugenics is used used anymore the idea and principle is still used today. It is a key element of my course because it will help kids know that in a way we are repeating history and but it isn’t seen that way because our morals and values as a country has changed. 


Unit 6 : Men vs Women Fertility/Contraception 
	BIG Question: How can socio-economic factors affect men vs female sterilizations?

	Argument of the Unit: The higher an education that a couple has the more likely they are to use contraceptives. 

	Key Words: Contraception, Division of labor, Fertility work, Sterilization, Educational attainment

	Link to Reading: Socioeconomic Predictors of Female Versus Male Sterilization.

	Annotation of Reading: In the article Socioeconomic Predictors of Female Versus Male Sterilization Bertotti argues that the higher an education or socioeconomic status a couple has the more likely they are to receive a contraceptive method which could include a surgery. White and socio-economically privileged women are more likely to have a vasectomized partner than disadvantaged women. A reason for this is because for a women to get a surgery it is more invasive, costlier, more difficult to reverse, and more health risks which could include injury to surrounding organs. Also, mortality is more common for women than men. A person’s marital status, children and age are key players in whether a person/couple will receive a contraceptive surgery. It has been proven that education and income are negatively correlated with women, but it is positive toward men. This text shows that higher relative education and income also has been associated with greater influence over the contraceptive method used. It is a key text for explaining to students how socioeconomic status can affect whether one of the partners gets sterilized or not because sterilization is a form of eugenics that is used today to prevent pregnancy.


Unit 7: Stem Cell Gametes
	BIG Question: How could stem cell gametes be seen as a positive or a negative?

	Argument of the Unit: The use of stem cell gametes has been seen as controversial because of moral acceptability of embryos.

	Key Words: Artificial Gametes, Stem cell, Assisted Reproductive technologies, Embryo research, Gametogenesis

	Link to Reading: Balancing Ethical Pros and Cons of Stem Cell Derived Gametes

	Annotation of Reading: In the article Balancing Ethical Pros and Cons of Stem Cell Derived Gametes Segers and his colleagues argue how the use of stem cells as gametes can be seen as controversially positive and negative. Stem cell gametes are a way for men and women to achieve parenthood. It can also be used for research. Embryos are created by fertilisation or cloned. The cloning process takes places by inserting the nucleus of a somatic cell into an enucleated oocyte. It is controversial because of embryo destruction. There is the association of absolute moral status to the embryos because they are “still a developing form of life” and “human existence” and deserve respect. The use of spare IVF embryos is seen as more respectful. It is also controversial because oocyte is a burdensome procedure with a risk of complications due to the ovarian stimulation and retrieval. A pro of stem cell gametes is there could be a better understanding of disease and disorders inherited and allow it to be a training resource for intracytoplasmic sperm injection. This article shows how stem cell gametes can be good and bad. It is a key text because stem cell gametes can be seen as a way of eugenics in today’s society because the parents are allowed to pick out who they would like the stem cells to come from. 


