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Observations
Our group walked around Farmville for two hours. The specified path is shown below. We talked to a wide variety of people, older and younger. We asked them various questions about life in Farmville. We started off at the fountain outside Ruffner and then made our way to downtown Farmville on mainstreet. While walking to interview our first person on mainstreet, we noticed how every person and business was doing their own thing. They were all on their own schedule, doing whatever they needed or wanted to get done. The second thing we noticed is there is a lot of construction going on downtown. This could be due to the fact Farmville is growing, and new buildings and improvements are being conducted. Many of the people also were very friendly and went out of their busy lives to help us with our observations and research. Either they agreed to be interviewed, or they politely declined. We never encountered anybody who was rude to us. 
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Interviews
We collected qualitative data for this study. All answers were given verbally, and had been recorded.
Questions:
1. Do you live in Farmville?
a. Yes: how long?
b. No: where do you live, and do you need to commute?
2. What is your overall opinion of Farmville? (1 = hate it, 5 = love it)
3. What’s your favorite thing about Farmville?
4. What’s your least favorite thing about Farmville?
5. What do you think this town could be doing better, but isn’t?
6. (optional) How has Farmville changed throughout the years?

We interviewed twenty people. We included business owners, working students, labor workers, school administration, nonworking students, etc. in an attempt to include a wide popular of people and get a general consensus. The students that we interviewed lived in farmville for an average of two and a half years. The business owners and school administrators had lived here for an average of thirty years. A majority of the labor workers commuted to work in Farmville. Most people interviewed had a positive opinion of Farmville, giving it a 4 on a scale of 1-5. The business owners liked that the town continues to grow. Some college students liked that the town was ‘quiet,’ although others wished there was more to do. A majority of the subjects thought that Farmville needed more variety, both in businesses, food options, and activities. Many people we interviewed talked about how Farmville has gotten bigger and busier in the last 30 years. This can be related directly to the rise in the number of students Longwood has enrolled. 

Field Notes
One place we decided to look for people to interview was Barnes & Noble. When we walked in, there were very few people in the bookstore, but many people at starbucks. The age range differed, though there were definitely more college students than any other age group. When we first arrived at the library, we were approached by someone and we were asked what we were doing. After explaining, they agreed to answer questions. We interviewed multiple people in the library, however, one really stood out. One interviewee was excited to answer the questions we had and showed nothing but love to the town of Farmville. The environment of the library was very quiet and filled with people. We then made our way to the comma and there were multiple groups of people working together. We decided to approach a group and ask them questions as a whole; however, their answers could have been influenced by each other. It was really hot and humid while walking around looking for interviewees and we also saw few people out and about.  After concluding our walk, we eventually saw that a lot of the answers were very similar and almost all of them were positive. 


Reflections
Eva: I used my sociological eye to observe Farmville. A majority of the Farmville population is white and have a lot of good things to say. The higher their status and role in the Farmville community, the higher praise they would give to the town. The few African American workers we talked to would not comment on our survey and seemed like they were trying to ‘bite their tongue.’ There was one person we talked to at the bookstore that stated that ‘Farmville was too ghetto’ as his negative comment to our survey, leading us to believe he had a more individualistic perspective of this town. 

Conner: While observing Farmville and the people and businesses that inhabit it, one theory stuck out to me more than any other we have learned so far. Structural Functionalism stuck out to me. This theory says everything in society works as smaller parts to make the whole machine work. This is seen by how all the people and businesses do their own thing, but make Farmville run as a whole. I was honestly surprised by how friendly and nice the population we interviewed was. We only encountered two people who did not want to be interviewed. My favourite interview was the one we did with the owner of Walker’s Dinner. This is because he started talking about how much Farmville has changed in the 40 years he has lived here. He said with the increase in students as well as wealth at Longwood, Farmville directly benefits. He later went on to say how much bigger Farmville has gotten over the years. To conclude, I was very satisfied with how this project went as I learned a lot and was not expecting some of the answers we received in the interviews.

Sydney: As we wandered around Farmville and, apparently hanging more towards the left, I found that several stores sold furniture, suits, and other uncommon accommodations. There were restaurants as well, and when we explored Uptown Cafe, it felt like one of the more active areas in the community. The college students of the town gravitated towards here and Barnes & Noble, where there’s a Starbucks, which leads me to believe that it’s a more common, comfortable space for the “young” generation. We found older generations of folks scattered about, walking on the sidewalks aside from us, and within the occasional store or small diner. We went out of our way to interview people from all walks of life, from store owners to college students to older folks to construction workers. I was not surprised that most of our interviewees believed this town had too little to do. Farmville has either the more obscure stores, or just the bare minimum, depending on where you explore.

Autumn: While on our journey around Farmville, we encountered a variety of different kinds of people and places. I realized how many personally owned businesses there are in Farmville and how kind many of them are. We found that multiple people had the same opinions of Farmville, one of the main concerns being not enough to do. I agree that there is very little to do here, not only for college students, but for any age group. Everyone that we interviewed was very kind and respectful to us and seemed to love their town a lot. Farmville reminds me a lot of Poquoson, my home so I enjoy how small it is. I like the idea that Farmville is a tight knit community. 
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