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Music as an Agent of Change in relation to the Vietnam War -Draft
When studying history, music and the symbiotic relationship it plays in current events is often overlooked. The symbiotic relationship between music and current events is interesting in part because of how music as an art, either reacts or reflects upon the current events in society. The Vietnam War era, from 1955 to 1975, proves to be a time where the music acted upon society as an agent of change because music shifted from reflecting upon society to reacting. The music that reacted to events happening during the Vietnam War era ignited anthems, movements on different fronts, and begged for change on behalf of the United States citizens. There was a lot happening between 1955 to 1975 other than the Vietnam War, such as the Civil Rights Movement, Feminist Movement, and the Youth Movement. Yet, during this time, music played a proactive role in rallying anti-war protestors, uniting soldiers in Vietnam to the Homefront, and being a display of opposition to the government’s actions in Vietnam. 
The following songs offer insight from multiple perspectives, such as those being drafted for the war, those on the Homefront who were apart of the Anti-War Movement, African American soldiers in Vietnam, and an overview of what happened: “Fortunate Son” by Creedence Clearwater Revival, “Saigon Bride” by Joan Baez, “Leaving on a Jet Plane” by Peter, Paul, and Mary, “Chain of Fools” by Aretha Franklin, and “Lyndon Johnson Told the Nation” by Tom Paxton. While all of these songs played a crucial part in the symbiotic relationship between music and society during escalation of the Vietnam War, 1962-1975, “Fortunate Son” by Creedence Clearwater Revival and “Saigon Bride” by Joan Baez were two strong agents of change because of how they swayed public opinion and the legacy they left not only in the music industry, but in society. 
	The Vietnam War is regarded by historians as beginning in 1955 under the presidency of Dwight Eisenhower but the period of escalation is regarded as the years 1963-1969 under the presidency of Lyndon B. Johnson after the Gulf of Tonkin. The United States got involved in order to stop the spread of communism, and this fear and dedication to containment would end up costing thousands of American lives. During 1964-1973, the Vietnam War started to impact Americans in a more intimate way as draft demands increased. “The U.S. military drafted 2.2 million American men” during those years which brought the issue of America’s involvement in the Vietnam War to the Homefront. For a while, America’s involvement in the war was not truly disclosed to the American people so when the period of escalation occurred, war protests and the anti-war movement was ignited. One way that people responded to the increased drafts and war was through music, specifically Creedence Clearwater Revival and Joan Baez used music as an agent of change to increase public opinion against the war even more so. 
	“Fortunate Son” by Creedence Clearwater Revival was released in September 1969 on the album Willy and the Poor Boys (Wikipedia). The famous band from El Cerrito, California included members Tom Fogerty, Doug Clifford, Stu Cook and John Fogerty. Their genre encompassed all different types of rock from “roots rock, swamp rock, southern rock, blues rock, and country rock” (Wikipedia). Their versatile sound made them highly favorable among all people. Additionally, they are ranked no. 82 on the 100 Greatest Artists of All Time by Rolling Stone (Rolling Stone). Their legacy is a tribute to the impact that they had in 1969 and years after. 
The song features the drums, electric guitar, and bass guitar. As the song proceeds, the instrumentation builds, i.e. starts off with drums, then the electric guitar joins, followed by the bass guitar, and then ultimately the vocals. There is an emphasis on beats 2 and 4 in the simple meter. The electric guitar is the instrument that plays the dominant rhythm while the drums holds the beat and works in tandem with the electric and bass guitar. The song is an anti-war movement anthem, and on two different levels the sound supports the meaning of the lyrics. The lyrics are in direct support of the anti-war movement as they are just calling out the discrepancy in those more likely to get drafted. Yet the sound of the song is southern rock and embraces what one would imagine of the war environment. So, they offer listeners an opportunity to either personally relate to topics they are singing on or rally behind the message of their lyrics. 
The lyrics, “Some folks are born made to wave the flag,” “some folks are born silver spoon in hand,” “some folks inherit star spangled eyes,” “I ain’t no millionaire’s son,” and “I ain’t no fortunate one,”  make a distinct reference between the relationship with economic class and those who are drafted. Under the umbrella of having courage and love for one’s country to join the military, Creedence Clearwater Revival, also known as CCR, offers insight into how one’s economic class will affect whether or not they join the military. This insight related to the increased draft demands on behalf of Lyndon B. Johnson at the time. CCR sings that if you were born a son of a millionaire, then it is most likely that you will not be drafted due to reasons such as pursuing higher education. Compared to those who were not as fortunate, they “inherit star spangled eyes” because they have no means to qualify for exceptions to the draft.
1969 was an eventful year: Nixon was inaugurated as the 37th president of the United States, Woodstock had more than 350,000 fans attend, and there was a march on Washington against the Vietnam War that was attended by more than 250,000 protestors (Naylor). These were a few of the events that occurred in 1969, but the march on Washington against the Vietnam War is one example of how public opposition against America’s involvement in Vietnam was only increasing and becoming more public. In, We Gotta Get Out of This Place by Doug Bradley and Craig Werner, they identify a list of 20 songs that were the most frequently mentioned in interviews they conducted with Americans soldiers who fought in the Vietnam War.  Music connected American soldiers in Vietnam back home, it united soldiers on the front line, and ultimately was used as a coping mechanism to process and handle the immensely painful and hard experiences they were living through. ““Fortunate Son” by Creedence Clearwater Revival (1969)” came in No. 6 (Bradley and Werner, 141). 
Another song that directly addressed the Vietnam war was “Saigon Bride” by Joan Baez. The song was released in August 1967 on the album Joan. Joan Baez was a contemporary folk artist from New York. Her music includes “songs of protest or social justice” (Wikipedia). Baez is known for her topical songs which became anthems for various movements such as the Civil Rights Movement and the Anti-War Movement; she would become a “civil rights and universal nonviolence activist” (Nyberg). Her legacy was noted when Baez was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame on April 7, 2017 (Wikipedia).
The song includes an ensemble of horns, piano, and an acoustic guitar. There is not a distinct rhythmic emphasis but there is a slight emphasis on the 2 and 4 beats and the guitar has the most complex rhythms. Joan Baez sings in the mezzo-soprano range, she sings with a lot of diction so that she is easy to understand. Even though she sings with a certain amount of clarity, as she moves from word to word, they are connected and apart of one another. The song never reaches a climax, meaning that that the rhythms, lyrics, and vocals, are all very steady which are beneficial to the sound supporting the meaning of the lyrics because the audience can really listen to what Baez is singing. The sound of the song supports the meaning of the lyrics because the beginning of the song is just two instruments, the rhythms and sounds resemble that of a wedding tune which is fitting since the song is titled “Saigon Bride”.  The verses are like an argument, leading up to Baez’s final verses which act as her final claim and message of the song. “Farewell, my wistful Saigon bride” and “It will not matter when we’re dead” are the ultimate “claims” of her argument and message that she is promoting in this song. 
	When “Saigon Bride” was released in August 1967, race riots were starting to reach Washington D.C., the United States had started Operation Cochise in the Que Son Valley of Vietnam, and Thurgood Marshall was confirmed as the First African American Supreme Justice in the United States Supreme Court (Wikipedia). “Saigon Bride” continued the conversation and growing upheaval about the United States participation in Vietnam. Baez was against wars in general as she advocated for nonviolence solutions. Demonstrations and actions were starting to take place against the Vietnam War and Baez’s song “Saigon Bride” is an example of how music was used to rally opposition against the war. Additionally, the sound of the song, which is very elegant and almost somber, instigates reflection amongst the audience about what the point of the war was, which even people in the government were starting to wonder. 
	“Fortunate Son” and “Saigon Bride” offered insight into perspectives on the war from peaceful and justice related points of view, but the next song exposed a realistic outlook on the emotional separation that occurred between soldiers and their loved ones. Released shortly after “Fortunate Son” by Creedence Clearwater Revival, “Leaving on a Jet Plane” by Peter, Paul, and Mary, offered an introspective look into what soldiers faced as they left to go fight in the Vietnam War. “Leaving on a Jet Plane” was their only no.1 single and was on the album, Album 1700, which was released in October 1969. This album was nominated for a Grammy Award in the “Best Folk Performance” category (Wikipedia). The group was made up of Peter Yarro, Noel Paul Stookey, and Mary Travers. The iconic group of three “wanted to reclaim folk’s potency as a social, cultural, and political force” (peterpaulandmary.com), which is what they did with their music and even more so with “Leaving on a Jet Plane”. 
	The song is in its purest form by including two electrical or acoustic guitars and the vocals. Peter, Paul, and Mary capture the audience as they sing about all the emotions and steps it takes as one is leaving a loved one, not knowing when or if they will be back. The song starts out soft but then as the song progresses, the instruments get louder and the vocals move into higher ranges compared to the low ones they started in. The song flows in a traditional verse and chorus format where they alternate between verse and chorus, this is beneficial for the story they are singing about in the verses. The chorus then acts as a break between “chapters” of the story, otherwise known as the verses. Additionally, the guitar rhythms minorly resemble a jet and there are minor scales which promote the somber and hard note of the situation. 
	Key events that took place in the November of 1969 are: President Nixon addressed the nation, asking the people of the United States to support his policies relating to the Vietnam War, and the My Lai massacre would shortly follow. The theme of this song was related to the war movement as it offered insight into everything that a soldier was giving up as they left for Vietnam. It illuminated the possible reality that there was no knowing when or if the soldier would return, as sung “I don’t know when I’ll be back again”. This song had an impact on society because with the number of individuals being drafted, there was a large number of soldiers leaving their loved ones and literally “leaving on a jet plane”. The impact of the song is elaborated on in The Number Ones: Peter, Paul, & Mary’s “Leaving on a Jet Plane by Tom Breihan, he writes, “it’s a simple and graceful domestic moment, a case of geopolitical events tearing people apart and causing incalculable, irreparable damage in people’s lives” (Breihan). Breihan describes the impact of “Leaving on a Jet Plane” eloquently and accurately, the lyrics of this song truly were relatable and comforting to those who were leaving and those being left. Additionally, the effect of the song is noted in the previously mentioned list from We Gotta Get Out of This Place, claiming spot No.3 (Bradley and Werner, 143).  
	When noting songs that played an impact on the Vietnam War, “Chain of Fools” by Aretha Franklin is imperative to mention and analyze. Aretha Franklin has become known as the “Queen of Soul” and rightly so (Wikipedia). Her influential music led to her being ranked No.9 on the 100 Greatest Artists of All Time by Rolling Stone (Rolling Stone). The song, “Chain of Fools” that was widely popular among African American Soldiers was released in November 1967 and peaked at Number 2 on Billboard Hot 100 (Wikipedia). 
	The popular song includes an ensemble of electric guitars, drums, and bass guitars. The style of this song is different than the songs previously analyzed because it is more in the genre of R and B with some influence of Rock. There is an emphasis on the down beats of 2 and 4 which keep the song moving. The drums have a more complex rhythm when the lyrics change from the verse into the chorus or the hook. Additionally, the guitar rhythms and sounds have a funky sound and rhythm which work in tandem with the vocals. It is important to note that the tremolo guitar licks at the introduction became a trademark and were played by Joe South (Wikipedia). Aretha Franklin’s vocals are incredibly powerful, full of soul and emotion, and hit the upper range. Not only is Franklin exemplifying emotion with her vocals, but she is evoking emotion in listeners as well. 
	The lyrics of “Chain of Fools” touched anger against the hierarchy which was relatable for African American soldiers. To them, “Chain of Fools” was an expression of the injustice and military protest on behalf of African Americans who fought in the Vietnam war against the chain of command and served as a reminder of home (Keller). During the time when this song was released, the Battle of Dak To had taken place in the Vietnam War and would not end until November 22 when the U.S. barely won the battle, the Apollo program launched the first Saturn V rocket, President Lyndon B. Johnson addressed the nation, reporting that while there is a lot left to win the war, the United States is inflicting more losses than it is receiving, this came two months before the Tet Offensive (Wikipedia). When released, “Chain of Fools” may not have been intended to be an anti-war movement staple but that is what it quickly became. It “help(ed) the politics of the anti-war movement take on a previously unheard racial voice” (Keller). In addition to being a staple for African American soldiers, it was also an anthem for the Civil Rights Movement that was occurring in the United States at the time. Finally, from We Gotta Get Out of This Place, ““Chain of Fools” by Aretha Franklin (1967) was No.9” (Bradley and Werner, 141). 
	The last song is “Lyndon Johnson Told the Nation” by Tom Paxton. It was released in 1965, and while it never charted, it is a direct example of music being used to intentionally address the Vietnam War. Tom Paxton was an American folk singer-songwriter from Chicago, Illinois; he was honorably discharged from the army and wrote a number of topical protest songs” (Wikipedia). The song is in its purest form as it is just vocals and the acoustic guitar the perform the tune. The song is surprisingly full of complex rhythms, played at a fast tempo, and with an emphasis on the first and third beats. Paxton plays with a southern sound and sings in the low vocal range. 
	The traditional alternation of verse and then chorus is beneficial for the purpose of the song, which is to convey and expose President Johnsons actions in widening America’s involvement in the Vietnam War. The chorus emphasizes the points of what Lyndon Johnson was doing, what he was telling the nation, and then the point of war from Paxton’s eyes. The hook is different than the verses in that it is composed of less complex rhythms which draw the audience’s attention to the point that Paxton is making in his chorus. 
	The song was released in 1965, during Lyndon Johnsons presidency and at a time when escalation was booming. Paxton directly addressed the escalation of the war in Vietnam, Lyndon Johnsons roles and what the Vietnam War was like, and talks on what the point of the war was. 
Additionally, he brings attention to the hypocrisy of the war when he sings “save Vietnam from the Vietnamese”, suggesting that America was sticking their nose into places that it did not belong (Alpha History). During 1965 when the song was released, President Johnson addressed his idea of a “Great Society” that was overshadowed by the events taking place in Vietnam, Malcom X was assassinated in New York City, Operation Rolling Thunder began, and draft demands increased. “Lyndon Johnson Told the Nation” was a direct example of music reacting to the current events in society. 
	In November 1969, Nixon gave a speech in which he asked for support from the “silent majority”. The songs that have been analyzed are an example of how music and artists were not apart of the “silent majority” but instead used their musical talent to connect people from all walks of life. These songs provide comfort and insight to experiences individuals face, instigated coping and healing, spread joy, and objected to current events in society. In all of these ways, songs are agents of change. Specifically, between 1965-1969, when America’s involvement in the Vietnam War was fearfully widening, Americans needed music to evoke emotions that they couldn’t convey verbally, and the music industry responded. While all of the songs previously mentioned and so many more impacted Americans for the better, “Fortunate Son” by Creedence Clearwater Revival was truly an agent of change. It comforted men who were being drafted, rallied their spirits through invigorating sounds in their music, and directly commented on the biased drafting system that was partial to drafting men from minorities and low and middle socioeconomic classes. This song was an agent of change because of how it promoted support of the anti-war movement and called attention to the injustices of the draft system, which would be changed to the lottery system under President Nixon’s administration. Music is a force to be reckoned with, particularly during the latter half of the Vietnam War, from 1965-1975, when it reacted to current events, provoked change, and united the masses. 
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