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1. From looking over the program before the show, I learned that the Richmond Symphony would be playing a piece that was inspired partially from Gypsies, a serenade about love, and a symphony by Beethoven about all phases of life. At first, when I read the first paragraph for the description about Dances of Galánta I saw that they mentioned Steven Spielberg, so I thought that it was used in one of his film. After rereading the description, I realized that I was incorrect. Before and during the performance, I imagined and listened to the piece as if it were used in the underscore of a film about aliens. The program informed me that the Serenade, after Plato’s “Symposium” was a series of statements related to love. Having prior knowledge about Symphony No. 3 in E-flat Major, Op. 55, “Eroica”, the program confirmed my prior knowledge about the symphony being about all aspects of life and introducing a new method of writing music. 
2. The Serenade, after Plato’s “Symposium” had extra titles within the description of the piece that described the tempo of that section, which helped the audience understand the plot more. “Allegretto, presto, and adagio” are the three words used to describe three out of the five sections. They mean “fairly brisk, quick, and slow”. “Eroica” also sheds light about the meaning behind Beethoven’s symphony, meaning “heroic”. This symphony is the first time in the history of music where emotion has been so passionately introduced to tell a story where the composer is the hero. Beethoven composes from an intimate place, he writes the symphony with a personal connection to the music as he intertwines his struggles and how he is the hero of his own story. The name of each movement tells the audience what section of life the movement highlights and what the mood of the music will be. The first movement “Allegro con brio” means with liveliness or spirit; Beethoven captures the essence of life in the first movement. The second movement, “Marcia funebre”, translates to funeral march, through which Beethoven expresses death.  The third movement “Scherzo: Allegro vivace” means a playful piece that is fast and lively. This description fits the theme of the future. Finally, the fourth movement “Finale: Allegro molto” translates to the final piece that is very fast. The titles associated with each movement or piece shed light on the emotion and context of the music. 
3. All the pieces of this concert have to do with a part of life. Dances of Galánta is inspired by Gypsies from Galánta, where Kodaly spent seven years of his childhood, and the Hungarian military recruiting dance. The influence of culture was a big part of the style and mood on which Kodaly wrote his piece about. Serenade, after Plato’s “Symposium” relates to one of the biggest emotions and state of beings that humans can experience in life, love. The concert ends with a culmination of the main emotions and events that constitute life in Beethoven’s “Eroica”. The first half of the concert has pieces that talk about components of life while the second half addresses life as a whole. The first and last pieces have personal elements from the composers, making them intimate and even more emotional. Stylistically, the first half of the concert is contemporary/contemporary American and the second is romantic. I would argue that Beethoven’s symphony could also be stylized as classical as well. 
4. The formalized parts of the concert are the applause at the end of each piece, but not in-between movements, the order the pieces are played, and the way the conductor starts each piece. The soloists within each piece adds to the spontaneity of the concert. Although, applause can vary throughout the performance based on musicians solos within different pieces. These perceptions are illuminated by the systematic response of applause by the audience to the performances, which are well deserved. 
5. I understood the second half of the concert, Beethoven’s “Eroica”, better than I did the first half of the concert. I misread the program and thought that the first piece, Dances of Galánta, was intended to have an eerie feel because I thought it was used in an alien movie by Steven Spielberg, which altered the way I heard the piece. After reading the program fully, I learned that the piece was actually inspired by gypsies. I can now hear the dance related movements within the song. I was also very confused during the Serenade; I read the program before and thought I was following the story, but I feel that the music did not correspond with the story as clearly as the other pieces of music. I could follow which part of the story they were on by when they would pause and then move onto the next part of the story. Musically, I felt that the plot wasn’t conveyed through the music and therefore I had a challenging time figuring out what was happening. 
6. The last time I attended an event similar to this was December 2017. I went to the Kennedy Center to see the Washington Symphony’s Christmas concert. They were phenomenal, and it was a great way to get into the Christmas spirit. I’m not sure that they were fully acoustic; there was a choir as well and they may have had used microphones. There is something really special and unique about hearing music live, hearing the sound come straight from the instruments and singers themselves compared to hearing it through a pair of headphones. The sound is authentic and real. It is easier to connect with music when it is played live, I felt more involved and invested, rather than through headphones or speakers. Headphones and speakers still do a nice job of playing music, but they just aren’t as powerful as music that is played live. One thing that I think is missed when music is only played through headphones or speakers, is the interpretation and emotion that the conductor wishes to highlight from the piece. 
7. The Richmond Symphony was very impressive. Each group of instruments had a crisp sound, yet they all were in unison with one another. Their tone was spot on and the balance throughout every piece was very impressive. I never felt like I heard too much of one instrument, unless that was intended. The individual instrument groups knew how to interact with one another. They knew their place and that their place would change. For example, when the woodwinds would have the melody the brass didn’t over step.  I did notice that the strings section was bigger than the band, yet you couldn’t tell that in the overall sound of the group. You would only know that if you saw how many people were on the stage. Overall, the Richmond Symphony had a great timbre and tone.  
8. I enjoyed the pieces that I had an intellectual background on. Due to knowing more information about “Eroica” because we studied it in depth in class and through the homework assignments, I knew what emotions Beethoven was alluding to and could see them throughout his work. Since I knew the emotions in the piece, I got to experience them as the Richmond Symphony played them. Compared to someone who had no intellectual knowledge on “Eroica”, they would have to work to try and interpret the music while the Richmond Symphony played it, instead of being able to just listen and experience the piece. I also enjoyed being able to educate my friends who came to the concert with me on the background information of “Eroica”. I think I would have enjoyed the Serenade more if I knew what was happening and had studied it beforehand. I was trying to figure out what was happening while they were playing it and missed out on witnessing the story as it was told through music. 
9. In the Richmond Symphony concert there was no libretti provided. But in the Longwood Wind Symphony there was libretti provided for the piece “Erlkönig”. The libretti tells the story that the performer is going to be singing. The libretti reveals that there are four different parts to the song: narrator, father, son, and the Elfking. Knowing this, when the singer performs this piece, his shift in range, tone, and sound, indicates the part of a new and specific character. Additionally, to changing the aforementioned qualities of his singing, the performer would move around the stage. Each spot he moved to would represent a different character and when he moved to that spot, you could tell he was changing characters. Finally, to reinforce the text, the singer would also change his facial expressions in such a way that they matched the qualities of the characters he was singing as. 
10. The performers were dressed in black and white; the women wore all black and the men wore tuxedos. Their attire detracted from themselves and allowed the audience to focus on their primary reason for attending, the music. The presentation they displayed showed that they did not want the attention to be on them but on the music that they were creating. They were there to educate and provide all of the people in the audience a transcending performance of some of the most influential pieces in music history. 
11. One way the audience interacted with the performers is through applause. Together, the performers demonstrate incredible talent and the audience commends their performance. Another way the musicians interacted with the audience is through a shared experience of the music they were performing. Even though the performers are playing the music, they are still experiencing it as well, just as the audience is. 
12. Within each section, you could see the performers interact with one another through their movements. Although playing an instrument is normally stationary, the musicians would move their bodies in such a way that they were moving with the music. It was very interesting because each section moved the same way, following that of the first chair. I think that their simultaneous movements were a way to keep them in sync with one another and the rest of the orchestra. It’s really interesting to watch them be so invested in the music through their movements. It shows that not only are they playing it, but they’re experiencing it as well. 
13. I think the hardest music conception I had grasping was love in the Serenade. The performers were all incredibly talented and played the music incredibly well and with great precision, but I just didn’t hear or experience the sense of love which was the topic of the entire plot. They played Beethoven’s “Eroica” beautifully. Although, compared to the performance we studied in class, they played it a bit slower and less expressive. In the beginning they were a bit contained in the emotions expressed, but as the piece progressed so did the level of expression. All throughout the concert, I think the Richmond Symphony did a nice job balancing and conveying the composer’s message for the music and the conductor’s interpretation. 
14. From our discussions in class and reading the program, I was able to contextualize that the Serenade was going to be a light piece of music designed for the night. I knew the most information about Beethoven’s “Eroica” and was able to share information about the four movements and the impact of the symphony in the music world with my friends who are in a History of Rock class and hadn’t learned about the symphony. For example, I shared with them that this symphony was the first time in the history of music that a composer incorporated his own emotions and struggles into a composition. This forever changed music and started the next generation of music known as the Romantic period.  Also, in the Wind Symphony concert put on by the Longwood Wind Symphony, I knew the history behind “Erlkönig” and the interactions happening between the four characters within the song. I really enjoy having this background knowledge because I felt that I got to appreciate the music better and it’s nice to be educated about the music you’re listening to. 
15. I really enjoyed my experiences at both concerts. I think that the program of the Richmond Symphony was stronger, but the Longwood Wind Symphony also had a very good concert. It was really cool to hear Beethoven’s symphony “Eroica” in person so soon after studying it. When I attend more concerts, I would like to know if there is a way to see the program beforehand, so I can familiarize myself with the background of the pieces. I would definitely see the Richmond Symphony again and hope I get the chance to. 
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