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	From Anthropology: The Human Challenge, 14th Ed, biological race is defined as “… a subspecies, or a population of a species differing geographically, morphologically or genetically from other populations of the same species” (278). The problem with race through a biological perspective is when dealing with the human species, in that there is no full proof criteria to distinguish different races of humans. The human species is extremely interconnected, making it very unpredictable and unlikely for any potential racial differences to maintain within populations. Because all humans are genetically open to one another, genes are not isolated within populations but instead have different frequencies of certain traits within different populations. From Anthropology: The Human Challenge, 14th Ed, it is stated that “The only reproductive barriers that exist for humans are the cultural rules some societies impose regarding appropriate mates” (279). This concludes that any limitation on gene flow within humans is an effect of society, not nature. This leads into the main topic of this essay, the false validity of social race and its powerful presence as a cultural force in societies. 
	While there is no strong confirmation of biological race, this idea of social race is very significant in human societies. In the United States for example, the Census Bureau uses social race to categorize Americans into specific groups. Such groups include identifying oneself as being of Hispanic ethnicity or of a much broader classification of being Caucasian, uniting Arabian and Christian people who are significantly culturally diverse from one another. This example showcases social race categorizing a population of humans based on their Middle Eastern ancestry. The problem is that this fails to account for the amount of more significant differences between the humans within this population that by far outweigh the one ancestral connection of being Caucasian. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Social race has had very negative effects on cultures throughout history. During the late 1700s, a German physician named Johann Blumenbach wrote a new edition to his book On the Natural Variety of Mankind. This edition introduced a hierarchy system to humans based on skull symmetry, with the more symmetrical being the closest to God’s original creation of man. With these findings, the idea of Caucasians being of the most superior race of humans emerged throughout Europe. Fast-forward to post World War 1, a new German leader named Adolf Hitler, has emerged with promises of restoring the glory of Germany. One part of this national restoration was the raising of superhuman like people, starting from the youth. They were molded to fit this idea of the perfect race superior above all others. The idea of Neo-Darwinism justified this false belief of superiority, with the so called master race being the natural evolution forward for human kind. The youth of Germany were taught that they were the purest and all other races were below. People of Jewish belief were marked of being very unpure and to blame for Germany’s deteriorated state. Biological race has shown that there is no actual superiority of any human race, but this social belief was pounded into the youth’s minds creating this powerful cultural force leading to a unified acceptance by most German people that their purity was established from nature and God. The Jewish people and other unpure groups were marked to be easily picked out from others and repopulated to small ghettos. Social race had justified this separation of the pure and unpure, only to later be pushed even further to what the Nazis called the final solution. They believed that because of the massive numbers of Jewish Europeans, they must begin the extermination of this population to purify Europe for good. This horrific event can all be traced back to this false idea of social race and any hierarchy system it justifies. The events during World War 2 are a prime example of how powerful social race is as a cultural force. A group of people with no significant biological difference from any other human being, were systematically exterminated only off the basis of their religious beliefs. This idea of social race is a creation of humankind, it has no legitimacy within nature. It is important for society to understand this and to learn from the past mistakes made from societies who fell victim to the pure cultural force that social race possesses.          
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