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	Federalist ten was written by James Madison, and is one of the many papers written by the federalists to persuade and justify their stance on a stronger government opposed to what the antifederalists wanted. Madison focused on the faction system when writing federalist ten, and proposed his opinion on what the solution to this problem is. Through close examination of federalist ten and other sources, it was determined that Madison’s solution was and still is successful in preventing one faction from taking majority power. I will first summarize federalist ten to explain certain key points made by Madison, then go into detail, using sources, to prove that Madison’s solution was successful.
	At the beginning of Federalist ten, Madison goes straight into the dangers of factions and the violence they cause, and then states that he himself will find an end to them in the new constitution. Factions are defined as the following by Madison, “a number of citizens, whether amounting to a majority or a minority of the whole, who are united and actuated by some common impulse of passion, or of interest, adversed to the rights of other citizens, or to the permanent and aggregate interests of the community” (1). From that definition provided by Madison one can see how negative he felt towards the factions and how much danger they possess towards the rights of the citizens. Madison then proposed two ways of destroying factions, described as such, “by destroying the liberty which is essential to its existence; the other, by giving to every citizen the same opinions, the same passions, and the same interests” (1). Both of these methods are either unrealistic or impractical, so Madison expressed that instead of focusing on the cause, the effects of factions should be focused on and controlled. Madison then explains that if the faction does not have majority vote, then no damage can be done to citizen’s rights. So in conclusion of Federalist 10, Madison states putting the different 
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factions or parties against one another, one cannot simply take majority. Also because of the size and cultural difference of the United States, more and more factions will be formed creating more competition between the factions and their natural ambition of full power. 
	In Federalist 10, Madison develops the idea that with the large republic form of government no faction can become too powerful because of the competition of other factions. To this day, this idea proposed by Madison has still proven to be correct, with no one faction or party becoming too powerful without the check of other factions to limit its power. But a question worth asking is why has there always been an up rise in the power of one faction in similar democracies of the past? The answer to that question is the size of democracy. The ancient Romans had an advanced system of government for their time, but that did not stop the rise of corruption. The system of Patrons and Clients arouse in the Roman Empire providing a unique beneficial back and forth relationship between the two groups. This relationship can be described as “a patron aided an individual of lower status through money, gifts, dinner invitations, help with lawsuits or business affairs, and other forms of advice and protection. Patronage relationships might be maintained through several generations of the same families” (McManus). This relationship then developed into the political side of things, or better described as “The political influence exercised by patrons over their clients was of considerable importance in the voting conducted in the public assemblies (comitia) under the republic. In the courts, no evidence could be given by patron or client against each other” (Clientship). This system brought corruption, even when every citizen still had the right to vote. These patrons grew their client numbers to great numbers, developing their own like factions or gangs around them. However with the representative government as large as the United States, such a system could never 
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exist, giving no rise to the factions dealt with by the ancient Romans. In conclusion the idea of the size of United States’ government will help prevent the formation of factions is well defended by this example. 
	The great amount of diversity embedded in the size of the United States needs to be discussed also when defending Madison’s solution. From the rural life of the south, fast pace cities of the north, to the laid back lifestyle of the west coast, the United States has thrived off its diversity. Embracing the diversity of the citizens was a point made by Madison, that it will defend the people against the danger of factions. This quote from Federalist 10 shows how Madison felt about keeping society small with little diversity, “The smaller the society, the fewer probably will be the distinct parties and interests composing it; the fewer the distinct parties and interests, the more frequently will a majority be found of the same party; and the smaller the number of individuals composing a majority, and the smaller the compass within which they are placed, the more easily will they concert and execute their plans of oppression” (1). But since the United States is so diverse and large, Madison then explains how factions cannot obtain the majority, “Extend the sphere, and you take in a greater variety of parties and interests; you make it less probable that a majority of the whole will have a common motive to invade the rights of other citizens; or if such a common motive exists, it will be more difficult for all who feel it to discover their own strength, and to act in unison with each other” (1). Madison makes a great point that with the greater variety of interests you have more and more parties or factions emerge, in result making more and more competition for the other parties or factions. Another point to be made is with the greater size of the United States, the representatives chosen by the 
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citizens are obligated to form their political stances on the diverse ideals of its represented region. This results in the representative to compromise with his or her viewpoints eliminating major special interests of that representative. If the representatives fail to adjust their viewpoints to the diverse ones of the region that is represented, then he or she will not get elected. Again this idea of having big representation in government proposed by the federalists, is proven to be effective by Madison’s stance that it will prevent the formation of factions and corruption. 
	The best example of the success of Madison’s solution to the faction problem is the present day government of the United States. After the publication of Madison’s federalist 10 and the other federalist papers, the constitution was finalized and the big republic described was put into effect, this is expressed in this exert, “As Madison and Hamilton added essay after essay to the New York debate, they did more than help ensure ratification of the new Constitution” (Howard 22). The government has grown even bigger since then, with the population increasing, more representatives are being appointed to more districts. Madison’s solution has worked perfectly with the increasing size of the United States. Still do this day, there has been no complete majority and control of a single faction or party over the United States’ government. 
	One could argue that because of Madison’s Federalist 10, the legislative process of making and debating on bills has become too difficult for anything to really get done. This in a sense is true, the legislative process is very extensive and worked through all the representatives. The counter argument is however, that this will ensure the completion of bills that will hold no unforeseen consequences or ideals not derived from the people. This exert better explains how the increase in need for compromise is justified to prevent a faction from attaining majority. “These would be larger and more diverse than the constituencies of the states, and so would 
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make majority tyranny more difficult, since more negotiation and compromise would be needed for any single faction to become part of a majority. In addition, the in-creased competition for office would produce better representatives and a more effective administration throughout the government” (Dry 27). The last sentence also show how the extra competition of increased government produces better candidates to represent the people. The great length and precautions put into legislation could be seen as negative in certain ways, but the main idea to take away is that the end justifies the means. The prevention of factions from obtaining majority vote and complete power is more important to the protection of citizen’s rights than a faster legislative process, and Madison knew that. 
	In conclusion, Madison’s solution to the faction problem of many democracies in the past has been proven to be successful in the United States’ government. Federalist 10 and the rest of the federalist papers were a turning point in the battle between the Federalists and Anti-Federalists, and finalized some key parts of the newly written constitution that is still used to this very day. Madison’s points that diversity and a larger sphere will counter the effects of factions was proven to be correct. Diversity not only gives rise to more factions or parties because of different values and concerns of different citizens but also forces the representatives to broaden their ideals to meet the needs of his or her constituents. The bigger sphere of representation provides more room for different ideas to emerge leading to even more factions, while also providing the ability for better representatives to get into office with more positions to fill and more competition. Even with the criticism of the current day, with the crowded legislative process and unified theme of legislative representation taking too long, the rights of the citizens are still intact and well protected against the threat of a faction taking majority control. Once 
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again, Madison’s solution in federalist 10 provided the United States’ constitution protection against the devastating effect of the formation of factions in democracy. 
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