Seraphina Marino
7 Ways that Studying the History of Women in America Shapes the Way You Think About Laws and Legislation
1. Laws caused a loss of autonomy for enslaved women. (Topic: Bodily Autonomy in America—Week 4)
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Figure 1: “Changing Social Structures”. Accessed from: http://americanhistory2010.blogspot.com/2012/09/the-making-of-americans.html
	Enslaved women lost their bodily autonomy by legal means. The 1643 law taxed European men’s labor, so African men’s labor as well as black women were all taxed. White women were the only people not taxed, showing how society institutionally prioritized them. The 1662 law made slavery an inherited trait from the mother, which forced children into the trade. The 1691 law made interracial marriage practically illegal until 1967, favoring white women and their autonomy of marriage. The above picture shows enslaved peoples working, but on the side there are two white children who are simply braiding hair. This shows the privilege of white children who do not have to be forced into slavery, unlike African American children. The picture shows how African Americans and specifically women did not have autonomy over being slaves or interracial marriages. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	In the reading Reproduction in Bondage , the author shows that enslaved women did not have any rights over their bodies, and there was no legislation preventing assault from owners. Rose, a slave, was purchased only for reproductive reasons to have more slave children. The law “reinforced the sexual exploitation of slave women in two ways: it deemed any child who resulted from rape to be a slave and it failed to recognize the rape of a slave woman as a crime”, therefore resulting in loss of bodily autonomy for slave women. 
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