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Early Life 

● Elvis Aaron Presley

● Born January 8, 1935

● Tupelo, Mississippi

● Son of Vernon and Gladys Presley

● Moved to Memphis, Tennessee in 1948

● Begin his singing career with the 

legendary Sun Records label in 1954

● December 20, 1957 Elvis was drafted 

into the Army

● Discharged in 1960

● 1970 awarded by uS jaycees



Family Life 

● Married Priscilla in 1967 in 

Las Vegas

● Lived at Graceland 

● Had Lisa Marie Presley in 

1968



Movies

● Flaming Star 

● Change of Habit 

● Wild in the Country 

● King Creole 

● Viva Las Vegas 

● Clambake 

● Loving You

● Follow that Dream

● Blue Hawaii 

● etc...



Clothing

● Lansky Brother’s men 

Clothing Store 

● “When I get rich, I’ll 

buy you out”

● “Do me a favor: don’t buy 

me out, just buy from 

me”

● Made clothing for Elvis

● His clothing can now be 

found at Graceland 



Dance moves 
● Had controversial dance moves

● Swinging hips/ Pelvis shaking/gyrations 

● The Milton Berle Show 

● Ed Sullivan Show

● NBC (THe Steve ALlen Show)



Music Genres 

● Rock and Roll

● Pop

● Blues

● Country

● Gospel

● Rhythm and Blues



Music

● First hit song 

“Heartbreak Hotel”

1956

● “Elvis’ first nationwide hit”

● Mystery remains about the history 

of the inspiration of the song 

● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v

=e9BLw4W5KU8

Style:

E Major

Rock

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e9BLw4W5KU8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e9BLw4W5KU8


Music 

Hound Dog 

1956

● Originally written by Willie 

Mae Thornton 

● Performed on the Steve Allen 

Show (was very conservative 

and sang to a hound dog)

● Only filmed from the waist up

Style:

C Major

Rock 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-

eHJ12Vhpyc



Music

Jailhouse Rock

1957

● Written by Jerry Leiber and 

Mike Stoller 

● One of the more famous songs

Style:

G Minor

Rock and Roll 

https://www.youtube.com/wat

ch?v=PpsUOOfb-vE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PpsUOOfb-vE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PpsUOOfb-vE


Comparisons & 

Differences  

Heartbreak Hotel

● Style is in E major

● Rock

● Built on a standard 

blues music pattern 

Hound Dog 

● Style is C major

●  Rock

● Relationship between R&B 

and Rock&Roll

● Clash with social morals

● 12-bar Blues song

Jailhouse Rock

● Style is in G minor

● rock



Works Cited

“Elvis Presley Is Drafted.” History.com, A&E Television Networks, 

www.history.com/this-day-in-history/elvis-presley-is-drafted.

http://401consulting.com, Jeremy Cargilo -. “1935.” Elvis Presley Official Web Site, 

www.elvis.com/about/timeline.

“The King's New Clothes – Elvis Presley and Lansky Brothers.” Official Graceland Blog, 

www.graceland.com/blog/the-kings-new-clothes-elvis-presley-and-lansky-brothers/.

PBS, Public Broadcasting Service, www.pbs.org/wgbh/cultureshock/flashpoints/music/elvis.html.

Boswell, Randy. “Solving the Mystery of 'Heartbreak Hotel'.” Rolling Stone, Rolling Stone, 15 

July 2016, www.rollingstone.com/music/news/solving-the-mystery-of-heartbreak-hotel

Cellania, Miss, et al. “The Story of Elvis Presley's ‘Hound Dog.’” Neatorama, 

www.neatorama.com/2012/10/21/The-Story-of-Elvis-Presleys-Hound-Dog/.

http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/elvis-presley-is-drafted
http://www.elvis.com/about/timeline
http://www.graceland.com/blog/the-kings-new-clothes-elvis-presley-and-lansky-brothers/
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/cultureshock/flashpoints/music/elvis.html
http://www.rollingstone.com/music/news/solving-the-mystery-of-heartbreak-hotel
http://www.neatorama.com/2012/10/21/The-Story-of-Elvis-Presleys-Hound-Dog/

