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Clean Water Equity:
The Global Effort to Get Clean Water Systems to All 

	“Whoever you are, wherever you are, water is your human right” (“Water for All”).  Clean water equity is the public issue chosen for my Common Good Project.  For me, born and raised in the United States, I have never given any thought to how or where my next drink of water is coming from.  Clean water for showering or washing my dirty clothes is something I take for granted.  Incredibly though,  “Today 2.1 billion people lack access to safely managed drinking water services” (“Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene”).  This is alarming and grabs my attention.   
	Public health begins with clean water.  Without water, there would be no life.  Global organizations, such as the United Nations, UNICEF, and World Health Organization (WHO) are deeply focused on educating world populations on the benefits of acquiring, developing, and maintaining programs to provide clean water.  Their joint efforts, through education and action, are resulting in improved global health, as seen in the information presented in their websites.  In my search for rhetorical artifacts related to my Common Good Project topic of clean water, I discovered the websites of these organizations filled with their findings of facts, figures, and pictures.  
 The writers and editors of these websites, in their texts, are using rhetorical strategies through a perspective of the Aristotelian appeals (ethos, pathos, logos) to reach out to get the reader’s attention. With ethos appeal, each organization is known to be credible and trustworthy as a non-profit with years of existence, demonstrating goodwill and good service to global populations, sustaining a good reputation, and avoiding any notion of terministic screen in its actions.  The logos appeal is made known in the logical highlights of the statistics stated in each web article regarding percentages of people helped and those still in need of help, according to dependable observations.  I will delve into these facts and figures as this analysis continues.  The final pathos appeal to readers’ emotions is certainly evident in each article’s pictures, some showing smiling faces of children, with captions that touch your heart:  “As I grow older I will continue studying…then I will become a teacher and teach other children like me” (“WASH in a changing world”).  The UNICEF site, in particular, offers a link to accept donations, another emotional appeal.  Its website stresses the fact that without a clean accessible water source, children will not survive and grow.  We have a moral obligation to see that all children have an equal chance to grow up and have clean water, which is vital if they are to survive and become the teachers and leaders of tomorrow.  
	UNICEF, in its Water Facts page, states that “since 1990, 2.6 billion people have gained access to improved drinking water.  Today, 91% of the world’s population drinks clean water; and yet 663 million people are still without access to clean drinking water.  Globally, 159 million people today use untreated water from lakes and rivers, the most unsafe water source there is” (“Water”).  It is more difficult to reach those who are living in isolated communities not accessible by clear roads.  Most often it is in these poor rural areas that children face harsh inequity.  Women and girls are affected in greater proportion to lack of clean water, as they are most often the ones burdened with collecting and carrying water to their communities.  This takes time away from any chance available for the girls to attend school.  If girls do attend school, a lack of access to basic toilets deprives some of privacy to manage their menstrual hygiene in a clean safe environment.
Once a community has access to an improved drinking water source, then improved sanitation and hygiene will follow if these practices are taught.  “Access to water, sanitation, and hygiene – known collectively as WASH – has profound wider socio-economic impacts” (“Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene”).  Each aspect must lead to the other in order to make all possible.  For example, if one is missing, the others cannot progress.  Here again, the reader feels emotionally involved and wants to know more about improving access to these basic needs to have a positive global impact on the growth and development of children.  UNICEF defines its WASH program as:   
· Water:  focuses on safe water access and the point of access necessary to collect it.  “Exploring innovative ways to access water and building climate resistant infrastructure are progressing with solutions, such as solar power water pumps and rainwater harvesting, now in use” (“About WASH”).  
· Sanitation:  focuses on ensuring “access and use of basic toilets with ways to separate human waste from contact with people to end the practice of ‘open defecation’, and facilitating community-led initiatives to build, maintain and use basic toilets” (“About WASH”).
· Hygiene:  focuses on teaching “good hygiene practices, especially hand washing with soap.  Although it sounds simple, this act is essential to prevent disease and maintain the health of children” (“About WASH”).  The main approach to improving hygiene among children is by demonstrating how to adequately wash their hands in the schools.  Here is an opportunity for international corporations, such as Proctor & Gamble, to provide bars of soap, pro bono, thereby expanding their ethical reputation.
	“Rural water supply will remain a challenge for many national governments and their development partners in the coming decade.  The availability of water is scarce in some areas of the world, particularly sub-Saharan Africa” (“Water”).  Over-extraction and climate change are immediate threats to drinking water sources.  Contamination, both naturally occurring, from droughts and floods, and from pollution are ever present threats as well.  These situations impact the economic, environmental and social development in these areas.
	UNICEF’s work in improving families’ access to safe, sustainable and affordable drinking water involves bringing in low-cost drillers to help.  It takes an educated guess to drill in the safest water point to find groundwater, which is less likely to become contaminated.  An important task is to find the best and safest source for the water point.  Groundwater is increasingly used for water supply.  It is often relatively easy to access and less likely to become contaminated.  “UNICEF has developed a series of Groundwater Programming Principles to ensure how to best site a new water point.  A Manual Drilling Toolkit is available with technical information on codes of practices, studies, maps, and videos” (“Water: increasing equitable access”).  UNICEF and partners have continued to engage with communities, governing bodies, and service providers to improve accountability for service delivery.  One important element is the use of mobile phones in communities to report and monitor the water point (“Water: improve reliable access”).  Are mobile phone providers aware of this appeal to their ethics to assist with free phones?  
	In conclusion, after exploring this research examining the issue of clean water around the globe, I know I have just touched on a small part of the problem facing millions daily.  I am certainly more aware of the work being done globally in 100-plus countries by UNICEF, the only inter-governmental agency of the United Nations devoted exclusively to promoting the well being of children.  I discovered, too, that in September, 2000, representatives from 189 U.N. member countries met for the Millennium Summit in New York.  Their meeting resulted in the Millennium Development Goals (“About the Goals”).  Primarily about children, the Goals are for all humankind.  “Helping children reach their full potential is investing in the progress of humanity.  It is in the crucial first years that interventions make the biggest difference in a child’s physical, intellectual and emotional development” (“About the Goals”).  You can read reports from UNICEF and partners on water, sanitation, and hygiene, available online.  You can stay in touch with the UNICEF WASH team on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.  With that, I extend a call to action:  “Make a donation when you can and be aware of this global problem.”  
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