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1/31/2019
Journal entry: Terministic Screen

1.   Keogh’s article defines “terministic screen” by explaining Kenneth Burke’s concept of same, in which he states, “A terministic screen directs the attention of the audience along a certain line of thought.  Consequently a terministic screen is a definition of reality” (3).  Keogh explains that “Burke is very emphatic about classifying all language as terministic screens” (3).
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2.  The relationship between sexist language (words or actions which arbitrarily assign roles to people based upon sex or gender) and terministic screen is seen in Burke’s statement that “sexist language operates as a terministic screen and contributes to sexism” (3).

The notion of terministic screen is explained historically by empirical studies, supported by the National Council of Teachers of English, which report findings that “sexist language harms male/female relationships by creating restrictive sex role characteristics” (1). 


2/4/2019
Journal entry: Rhetoric of Hitler’s Battle

1.  I believe Burke’s reasoning for analyzing Hitler’s Mein Kampf is to bring awareness to the means and methods Hitler used to destroy a people he believed was evil, all in the name of country unity and world domination.  By bringing attention to Hitler’s “medicine, we may know what to guard against if we are to forestall similar medicine in America” (191). 

2.  Hitler’s rhetoric was to persuade the struggling German people that he had “a panacea, a cure for what ails you” (192).  

3.  At the end of World War I, Germany was defeated with its people struggling, unemployed, malnourished, and facing mistreatment under the Treaty of Versailles.  Hitler’s unification device was to establish a  scapegoat for the German people to blame.  In naming the Jews as the Germans’ common enemy,  Hitler brought forth a named evil that his supporters could see and unite against to eliminate and restore a unified Germany.  In today’s political world, President Trump’s campaign rhetoric  “Make America Great Again” to me sounds like a type of unification device with the common enemy being the Democratic Party.  

Four features of Hitler’s unification device:

(1)  Inborn dignity - an attribute of all men available to them by “right thinking and right living” (202).  But Hitler’s attitude is twisted “by his theories of race whereby the Aryan is elevated above all others by the innate endowment of blood, while other races, in particular Jews and Negroes, are innately inferior” (202).  

(2)  Projection device - as a means of healing, the defeated Germans could hand over (project) their ills to a common enemy and receive purification by dissociation from that enemy  (202).  

(3)  Symbolic rebirth - promoting the racial superiority of Hitler doctrine, providing a positive view of life to regain the feel of moving forward towards a goal, with Hitler as the nation’s prophet (203).  

(4)  Commercial use - the selling of Hitler’s version of a noneconomic interpretation of economic ills to financial backers by attacking “Jew finance” and leaving “Aryan” finance in control (204).  

4.  Burke calls to the readers for action in our anti-Hitler battle:  “Find all available ways of making known the Hitlerite distortions of religion” in order to prevent any politician of his kind in America from “performing a similar swindle.”  “For it is the corruptors of religion who are a menace to the world today” (219).  


3/20/2019
Journal entry: Thoreau's "Civil Disobedience"
1.  The Civil Disobedience title refers to Thoreau’s ideal of principled refusal to act in allegiance with government rules, which he thought were not in accordance with authority granted “by the people.”  
2.  The definition of government, according to Thoreau, is that it is only an instrument through which people act, and it should leave people alone as much as possible.  
3.  Thoreau suggests that being a man having a conscience, he has the right to do what he thinks is right first, (p. 2) and then act as a subject, if necessary, in resigning his conscience to the legislature’s majority rule.  He makes this suggestion because of his mistrust of government to make rules of integrity.  
4.  As a result of an undue respect for law, Thoreau sees “a file of soldiers…marching in admirable order…against their wills, against their common sense and consciences…at the service of some unscrupulous man in power.” (p.2) Thoreau thinks of these soldiers as machines, serving the State with their bodies with no free exercise of moral sense.  
5.  Thoreau speaks of a few conscientious men:  heroes, patriots, martyrs, reformers in the great sense, who serve the State with their consciences…and they are commonly treated by it as enemies.” (p. 2)
6.  Thoreau exercised “civil disobedience” by refusing to pay his poll taxes - funds which he said helped support the U. S. Government in its war with Mexico and in its acceptance of slavery in its southern states.  He regarded the war with Mexico as unjust, and he strongly opposed slavery.  As a result of not paying the taxes, Thoreau was put in jail (for 1 night before being released).  I agree this was an act of active citizenship.  If I were in his shoes during his time period, I think I would have written a letter to the editor of the local newspaper, explaining my reasons for my refusal to pay taxes, and ask him to publish it.  



