Take on the public sphere: Habermas’s study of social changes in European societies led to him to define the public sphere as “a domain of our social life in which such a thing as public opinion can be formed” and that “is constituted in every conversation in which persons come together to form a public” (268). The public sphere is formed through individuals engaging in informed conversations to share their opinions amongst each other. The public sphere is an area in which opinions concerning general interest may be discussed, without fearing repercussions about beliefs, ideas, or opinions. Locations for public spheres are not designated for any particular area, but rather is selected to an area where the public can easily gather and discuss current issues without fearing being bastardized for certain opinions. For Example, between 1680 and 1730 Germany and Britain had coffee shops that served as a public sphere (268). Coffee shops gave an easily accessible area for people to gather and have conversations about contemporary moral, literary, and political concerns. Today social media is used as a space for many to have open conversations, concerning common concern issues and interest. Social media creates a massive area for diverse people to discuss a variety of issues. Habermas ensures to define the public sphere in terms of communication (268). This is done to emphasize that the location of a public sphere is only used as a tool to set a place for rhetors to gather and share opinions with each other. Specific individuals, location, or topics of discussion do not make up a public sphere. What is most important in the public sphere is that individuals are having good conversations about topics of interest.  Nancy Fraser describes Habermas’s pubic sphere as “an arena of discourse in which political participation is enacted through the medium of talk as people come together to deliberate about common affairs” (269). Habermas states the ideal public sphere has certain characteristics. He suggests that public spheres must be open to everyone (269). Also, the ideal public sphere must address matters of general interest. Lastly, discussions must be free of coercion allowing everyone to openly share their opinions (269). Public spheres are an essential aspect of democracy ensuring the prevention of the government forcing unwanted policies on citizens. A public sphere allows citizens to discuss issues freely and address them if needed. Within the picture private bourgeois are gathering as a public, at a French salon, to discuss regulations and rules that authorities have set. Gatherings such as these were important to ensure authorities did not overstep any boundaries. Although more publicized public spheres occur at protests and government buildings, they can be held anywhere if people gather to express their opinions, concerning general interests and concerns. 
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