Interpretation of presumption and burden of proof: Concepts of presumption and burden of proof are usually intertwined concepts that influence one another. Presumptions will remain the same until some degree of burden of proof is able to change presumptions made. A presumption is a concept that was developed by Richard Whatley in 1828 (117). He defined presumption as a “predisposition to believe that a claim is correct until overwhelming evidence proves otherwise” (117). Many individuals’ presumptions are difficult to change once they have developed. For Example, many people felt that Pluto should have remained a planet as presumed, until further, more concrete evidence or exploration was conducted (117). For a presumption to change there is burden of proof needed. Burden of proof is defined as “the obligation to offer reasons sufficient to overcome presumption” (117). The responsibility of providing the burden of proof tends to lie on whom who desires to dispute a presumption. Most commonly with these terms the court system will be referenced. For example, most individuals recognize you should presume a defendant in court innocent until proven guilty. Therefore, if an individual challenges an individual’s innocence they must provide the burden of proof or evidence against the defendant. In the court of law, the defendant is not required to provide any evidence to prove their innocence, but they are permitted to do so. The prosecutor is required to provide any evidence necessary to prove the defendant guilty beyond a reasonable doubt. This is done the insure as many innocent people as possible are not incarcerated for false accusations. When a defendant attends courts in orange jumpsuit and hand cuffs, presumptions may be made in advance that they are guilty. Presumptions as such may create an unfair and predetermined trial for the individual based on assumptions. One major issue we face with where presumption lies is with global warming. For example, many individuals refuse to accept evidence that proves global warming is a major concern. When individuals feel that that there is not adequate proof to show it is a hazard than nothing will be done to improve the problem. Another example of the power of presumption is when Iraq’ s president, Saddam Hussein, was presumed to have weapons of mass destruction. Because of such news people demanded actions to stop Saddam Hussein (118). After it was found that he did not retain such weapons it was hard to convince the public otherwise because of the presumptions that were previously established (118). This shows the power presumptions possess and the amount of burden of proof require to change serious presumptions.
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