Take on Public Vocabulary:
[bookmark: _GoBack]John L. Lucaites and Celeste describe public vocabulary as: “culturally established and sanctioned” which are terms that create a “taken for granted understanding” of the world (49).  Rhetoric shapes individuals view of reality, such as various events that occur around us daily. To fully understand events and policies that effects the world around us, we first must first ask “what are we talking about?” and “how do we talk about it?” (48). Public vocabulary creates a terministic screen for society regarding many issues. This means that society tends to only view issues in limited ways. For example, when discussing civil rights words such as equality and justice tends to be used (49). For change to occur the public vocabulary needs to be expanded so that actual change can occur rather than constantly bringing up the same vocabulary and not making and real progress. Ideographs are a part of public vocabulary that is described by Michael Calvin McGee as, “an ordinary language term found in political discourse. It is a high-order abstraction representing collective commitment to a particular but equivocal and ill-defined normative goal.” (49). One word that tends to have a great amount of abstraction and power is love. Love can be interpreted in multiple ways depending on how it is used. For example, many people will say they love pizza, this not to be taken very seriously. On the other hand, in marriage a spouse will profess their love to their significant other, this is to be taken in a serious manner and signifies a life-long commitment to one another. This abstract word is used in everyday language yet can possess power when express in certain situations. Other ideographs include the words “freedom” and “security” both are abstract words used in regular language but warrants the use of power (49). For example, President bushed used abstract language to declare war when he felt “our freedom was under attack and our security was undermined.” (49). This shows just how powerful ideographs can be. Characterizations is another part of public vocabulary that is defined as: labels and descriptions rhetors attach to acts, agencies, agents, scenes, and purposes (49). Burke calls these five terms the dramatic pentad (49). Characterization allows the identification of motives and reasons for disagreement (49). Characterizations play a vital role in expressing values and morals within stories and narratives (51). Metaphors are another major part of public vocabulary that is defined as a “figure of speech where two dissimilar things are said to be similar, developing new perspective on an issue” (51). This form of vocabulary allows one to compare two different things with great detail (51). For example, to tell someone they are a brick wall means they are strong and hard to move. This allows individuals to use their vocabulary in a unique way to express a thought with extreme detail that could not be done without a metaphor.
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