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	Throughout the years, people have written stories in order to express themselves for one reason or another. In the stories read during the course, there tended to be a strong emphasis on their present-day culture. For a story to have an impact on the reader, there must be a sense of culture that is relatable. In the stories read in this course, there was a large emphasis on religion in every story. In particular, the Iliad, Bhagavad Gita, and Dante’s Inferno contained an enormous amount of religion. 
	The Iliad was written by Homer in the 700’s B.C. During that time, the main form of religion was Greek Mythology. Since that was the religion practiced by the majority of people, it was highly prevalent in the Iliad. Often throughout the story the gods and goddesses impacted the events. In fact, there were very few instances where the mortal people were able to make decisions on their own. Homer states in book 1: 
"What god drove them to fight with such a fury? 
             Apollo the son of Zeus and Leto. Incensed at the king 
             he swept a fatal plague through the army-- men were dying 
             and all because Agamemnon spurned Apollo's priest." (1. 9-13).
This quotation displays how gods control the situation whether the mortals know it or not. Apollo did not like one of the actions committed by the king, so he decided to wipe out his army with the plague. With Greek Mythology, there are many gods and goddesses that all had their own agenda for which mortals to support in the war. During the final battle, many gods and goddesses were seen fighting on either side of the war. The Greeks finally won the battle due to the stronger support of the gods. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The Bhagavad Gita, written at some point between 400 B.C and 200 C.E, did not have the same religious impact as the Iliad. Although the Bhagavad Gita is based around religion, the way the god interacted was completely different. Throughout the first half of the story, the hero, Arjuna, is talking to his charioteer, Krishna, about the “correct” action to take in this battle. Arjuna is fighting for his people, but the people on the other side of the battle are family members, so Arjuna is dealing with an internal conflict which Krishna is trying to solve. At a point, later in the story, Krishna reveals himself as the god he really is to Arjuna. Once Arjuna realizes that Krishna is a god he listens to everything he has to say with no questions asked. The majority of the story is those two characters talking about Hinduism in this scenario. They eventually come to the conclusion that Arjuna must fight and kill the opposing side in order to keep peace in the future. It is Arjuna’s duty to fight, and the consequences would be worse if Arjuna did not fight than if he did. 
	Finally, Dante’s Inferno was written in the 1300’s which means religion has grown and spread across the world. In this story, the main religion is Christianity. This story centers around Dante being escorted by Virgil through each circle of hell starting with sinners that are slightly punished and ending with the sinners that get punished severely at all times. The way religion is depicted in this story is much different than the previous stories mentioned. There is never any interaction with God, and the story revolves around what happens to people when they do immoral things. The Iliad and the Bhagavad Gita had heroes interacting with gods or goddesses throughout the whole story. In Inferno, Dante sees how poorly he could be treated if he were to sin. Although the whole story revolves around a Christian concept, there is little talk of God. Most of the dialogue is about the sinners, and it shows the consequences of not following Christianity correctly. In Canto 5, Dante states how the sinners are being punished with this quotation:    
“The hellish hurricane, which never rests,
drives on the spirits with its violence:
wheeling and pounding, it harasses them.” (5. 31-33).
Canto 5 describes the second circle of Hell, and this is the punishment for those who were lustful sinners. Their soul is punished for eternity for their lust, and this is hardly a punishment compared to the future circles of Hell. Inferno is meant to scare people from sinning because every single sinner is punished in this story. 
	Inferno, the Bhagavad Gita, and Iliad all had religion impacting their stories. Inferno showed the negative side of sinning when following Christianity. The Bhagavad Gita showed the reader how to understand Hinduism and how to better practice it. The Iliad displayed how Greek gods and goddesses impacted the everyday life of a mortal. All of these stories were written in different periods of time and all had one thing that remained the same, the presence of religion. 
