[bookmark: _GoBack]Jesse Plichta-Kellar								Word Count 640
Dr. Lettner-Rust
ENGL 210-50
11 December 2019
Reflection for Final Portfolio
	There have been several big takeaways for me from this project regarding my digital identity that I have learned through this course. First, this course has made me consider the kinds of writing I take part in, and more specifically those that are available online that constitute my digital identity. By “kinds of writing” I really mean the genres I utilize, the audiences I am trying to appeal to, and modes being applied in the writing. This course, particularly through the exploration of genres in the first project, helped me reimagine writing beyond the academic/professional contexts and faux academic and professional contexts (i.e. blogging or writing for school publications). I have loved writing for many years, but the discussion of genres, particularly as explored in the first project and the primary discussions around in made me question and reassess my own definition of writing. In schools and in most of my life’s context academic and professional writing is lauded as the only “real” writing over things like social media and texting. The first component of this course forced me to reconsider that hierarchy, especially in the context of the writing I have available on the internet (besides, some of my FaceBook posts read like essays anyways). 
	In the second project, I was asked to address some portion of my personal journey as a writer. I initially considered writing about my relationship to and journey with The Rotunda, of which I am the former news editor. I ultimately decided against this because it felt too personal and too contemporary to the rest of my Longwood adventure. So instead of reflecting on something contemporary and deeply personal, I decided to write about my childhood failure(s) and triumph(s), something a few years removed but nonetheless deeply personal in “The Type to Type.” The point of the project was that handwriting does not equal typing ability. I think my message fit nicely with the theme of the class, that writing can be unconventional in form and still good content-wise. It was also fitting for the class in that I was talking about the joys of being able to type, as opposed to the analog days. Through the use of computers, I am able to write extensively (especially relative to if I didn’t have a computer) and create a digital footprint in the first place. Through the computer I utilized the Prezi genre also allowed me increased modality, which also was pretty important in this project. I ended up using the visual, spatial, gestural (in presentations), and linguistic modes for this, and it made me consider the importance of non-linguistic modes in writing. I was pretty pleased with my final project for this, although I did learn a couple of quirky things about my presentation habits, namely that the order in which I present photos or objects in a visual is unusual (I present right-to-left, convention is apparently left-to-right). 
	The final project was by far my favorite. I have a familiarity with the archives at Longwood already having taken an archives class (I’m a history major), but the specific collection was new to me. I found my intellectual/spiritual twin from the past, who was involved on campus as much as I am. I got to bring to the digital age a senior from 1915, as the project was about a day in the life of a (very involved) senior in 1915 at the State Normal School (now Longwood University). I got to flex my historian abilities in recreating this hypothetical day, which was nice and applicable to my desired career path. This project helped me learn to reframe and practice reformatting textual materials to different genres and different audiences, which is pretty useful for me. This project also made me consider my digital footprint, which is essentially a modern scrapbook: (hopefully) curated, multimodal, and lasting.
