Journal Entry on Thoreau's "Civil Disobedience"
1) Why would Thoreau's essay be called "Civil Disobedience"?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Thoreau’s essay is called “Civil Disobedience” because he is calling for action to be taken, by civilians, against slavery. “In other words, when a sixth of the population of a nation which has undertaken to be the refuge of liberty are slaves, and a whole country is unjustly overrun and conquered by a foreign army, and subjected to military law, I think that it is not too soon for honest men to rebel and revolutionize.” He believes that the Mexican war is an excuse to expand slavery, and he doesn’t support it so now he wants people to take a stand.
2) According to Thoreau, what is the definition of a government?
 Thoreau refers to government as “an expedient by which men would fain succeed in letting one another alone; and, as has been said, when it is most expedient, the governed are most let alone by it.” (Thoreau 1) Meaning that government is a convenience for men.
3) Thoreau suggests that "We should be men first, and subjects afterward." What is the difference between the two? Why do you think Thoreau makes this suggestion?
Thoreau suggests that we should be men first because every man has a conscience. A subject is just a member of a crowd who blindly follows orders.
4) Do you think Thoreau looks down on soldiers, captains, generals, etc? Support your answer with textual evidence (from what he actually says in his essay).
I don’t think that Thoreau looks down on soldiers because he says, “yet such as these even are commonly esteemed good citizens.” (2) However, I think he is using these people as an example of having “a common and natural result of an undue respect for law”. (2)
5) What examples does he cite of conscientious men that were made the enemies of society (but were later vindicated and are now held in high esteem)?
Christ, Copernicus, Luther, Washington, and Franklin
6) How does Thoreau exercise "civil disobedience"? What happens as a result? Does his action fit in with your view of active citizenship? What else would you have done if you were in his shoes during his time period?
In protest to the Mexican War, Thoreau stopped paying his takes. As a result, he was arrested. I think that this action does fit into a view of active citizenship because the reason he stopped paying taxes was for a cause he felt was necessary. If I was in his shoes I would have also participated in peaceful public demonstrations in opposition to the war and slavery. With my tax money, it could be donated to a charity that helped rescue slaves.

