
Schizophrenia
Biological causes, Treatment, and Symptoms

Symptoms of Schizophrenia are 
described as either Positive or 

Negative, depending on their 
nature. Positive Symptoms include 

Sy
m

pt
om

s Hallucinations, 
Delusions, Disorganized 
Speech. Tardive 
Dyskinesia

Reduced Socialization, 
Weak display or feelings 
of emotion

Treatment Options 

Antipsychotics have 
been found to 

successfully treat 
positive symptoms such 

as hallucinations, as they 
target Dopamine 

neurotransmitters³

Non-pharmaceutical 
treatments include 

psychosocial therapy, 
institutionalization, care 
from a psychiatric nurse, 

a social worker, and 
many more options³

Second Generation 
Antipsychotics have been 

found to be just as 
successful as first 

generation antipsychotics, 
but with fewer side effects. 

(Ex. Aripiprazole)³

Proposed Causes
Genetics have been shown to play a 

role in development of Schizophrenia, 
but do not account for the entire 
illness. An individual has a 40% 

chance of developing Schizophrenia if 
both parents have it.⁴ One’s 

Environment has been found to have 
links to increased chances of 

Schizophrenia, such abnormalities in 
early prenatal development. Brain 

Chemistry complications with 
neurotransmitters such as Dopamine 

and Glutamate have also been 
connected to Schizophrenia. Some 

research has also shown a 
relationship between hallucinogen 

drug abuse in teenage years and 
development of schizophrenia² 

1% of people are affected worldwide²

Symptoms occur around the age of

but onset varies between males and females²
2 0

aspects of an individual’s life that are 
“extra/added on” to what the “normal” 

person experiences. Negative 
Symptoms include lack of or absence 
of behaviors that an individual should 
have. Only positive symptoms can be 

treated successfully¹
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