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President W. A. Feat,
I understand that because of her age, she may not seem like the best candidate for the Adventurers Hall of Fame, but I strongly believe that Mary Lennox of Misselthwaite Manor should be accepted without question due to her amazing and spontaneous adventures. To begin, it should be noted that Mary’s entire life has been an adventure with no end point, as she was orphaned and bounced around until she found herself at Misselthwaite Manor. These are each quite uncommon events for a child to go through, and although it may have not been a happy one, indeed the chain of them strung together is an adventure in itself. If that isn’t enough, then the adventures that follow most definitely put Mary in the runnings, as they show how curious, brave, and mischievous she is. 
Every young girl’s dream consists of living in castle with absolute freedom to do as they wish. Mary Lennox, although she lived in a mansion that could probably be compared to a castle and had one rule to follow, was fortunate enough to live this dream very closely. Misselthwaite Manor was described by Mrs. Medlock as “..six hundred years old… and there’s near a hundred rooms in it, but most of them’s shut up and locked,” (12-13) which sounds like a perfect place for an orphaned child who will not be kept under close watch to explore and fight boredom. Despite Mrs. Medlock’s orders of: “You’ll be told what rooms you can go into and what rooms you’re to keep out of…. But when you’re in the house don’t go wandering and poking about,” (14-15), Mary finds her way around the castle, discovering all kinds of things that she was not supposed to, and creating her own adventure. One of the first things that sparks Mary’s curiosity is the crying that she hears coming from inside the house. Mrs. Medlock and Martha do all that they can to tame Mary’s curiosity, but are unsuccessful in preventing her from exploring the true answer to what the noise is. Once she hears it again at night and no one is around to tell her not to, she finds herself following the cries and reaches Colin, her “sick” cousin who was supposed to be kept a secret. 
Although curiosity is a common trait shared by children, most will not follow through on it if they are instructed not to. Mary, on the other hand, takes initiative and follows the sound because she has a keen sense of adventure which cannot be stopped. The same goes for the garden, when she is told to never enter or go near it, but somehow finds her way inside and repetitively enters at her own risk. The thrill of having such a secret garden all to herself only adds to the excitement of the adventure, and show that Mary does not enact in such events simply because she wants to please or impress others, but because she wants to do it for her own entertainment. 

I also believe that Mary showed great change, more so than any other adventurer on the candidate list, as hers reached beyond either physical or mental/emotional, and instead included both. An example of this change can be found towards the beginning of her adventures, as she is described as “making herself stronger…[with big breaths] filled her lungs with something which was good for her whole thin body and whipped some red color into her cheeks and brightened her dull eyes,” (38-39). This physical change benefitted Mary as she became healthier and stronger, which is always good for a child, and also gave her more ability to later fix up and tend to the garden. The change which she goes through emotionally and mentally is not explained directly by the narrator, but is more seen and observed without blatant acknowledgement. Nonetheless, it is still an important change which should be a factor in granting her admission. This change of attitude was made possible thanks to Colin, who basically showed her a mirror and allowed her to become less selfish and more considerate of others, as she saw how ridiculous it is to be such a self-absorbed child. Her egotism wasn’t the only emotional change, as she also became compassionate and able to feel for others. In the beginning, Mary treats Martha as a servant, not a peer or even a human, and believes that her only job is to serve Mary. She gets extremely offended when Martha does not offer to dress her, and soon throws a fit when Martha thought she was a native of India. “‘What! What! You thought I was a native. You- you daughter of a pig!’.... Mary did not even try to control her rage and humiliation,” (24). It is obvious that Mary was indeed a spoiled brat, but after encountering Colin, another child known for throwing tantrums, she became more level-headed and controlled. She even finds it in herself to correct Colin, and tell him how wrong it is of him to be so dependent on others and needy. This may seem hypocritical or ironic, but because she has already started her movement away from this lifestyle, it can just be categorized as another way that she was able to change her lifestyle. By the end of her adventures, Mary’s entire personality has changed, as she goes from being called “mistress Mary quite contrary,” (8) because of her dull sense of humor and inability to show emotion to laughing all the time when she is around Colin; “You see we can’t help laughing nearly all the time when we are together,” (245). I think that this change is the most important out of all of them, as it puts her into the state that all children should be. Clearly she has reaped many benefits from her adventures, but gaining a pleasant personality is a life changing moment which will continue to benefit her. 
Overall, Mary’s adventures have meant a lot to me as a reader, as I have been able to live vicariously through her experiences. As a child, I would have loved to have had the same chances Mary had in terms of exploring a mansion and beautiful garden, but my inability to disobey an unknown authoritative mentor would have stopped me from being able to carry out the searches and wanders, as well as not living in a mansion. Growing up, I kept a small garden of around 10-15 flowers with the help of my mother and older sister, so I clearly would have loved to stroll around and maintain a garden of such enormity. 
To address and correct the issues pointed out in my last essay, I made sure I re-read each paragraph multiple times to remove any repetitive phrases, and make my point come across more clearly and concisely. I found it quite easy to find another way to bring my points across without being redundant, and see how it benefited my essay overall. I also made sure that I included more quotes in my explanation as it helped to have more evidence to persuade President Feat to grant Mary admission to the Hall of Fame. 
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