Reflection
	This Statistics Research and Methods course has taught me a number of important aspects pertaining to research dealing with society. Whenever a journal is published on something dealing with sociology, there is data to back up the research. This course has not only helped me interpret data, but collect and present data of my own. It makes since that this class is split up into two semesters because the information we absorbed will help us critically think about data we hear from media and will help up develop a more refined pallet when it comes to accepting things by their “face value.” 
	Early on in the course I learned the different types of ways people collect data and when to use which method. For our research, we used sent home surveys to collect both quantitative and qualitative data, both forms have their own strengths and weaknesses. We learned about the importance of wording questions in the survey, in an attempt to eliminate unreliable answers. I was able to then input this data into two different programs, SPSS and R. These statistical programs help with the testing, recoding, and manipulating of variables. I also learned specific formulas and algorithms that can be used for different forms of data collection; Chi-Squared test, regression, t-test, z-scores, etc. 
	Finally, I learned how to interpret the data I had collected and present this data to a group of people. The interpretation of data is important because it is translating numbers into values, allowing you to find the relationship between your variables, allowing you to answer your research question and present your validity and reliability. 
	The methods and principles I learned in this course are important, not only when collecting, recording, and presenting your own research, but they also help you think critically about topics and develop your own opinion based on the facts. I now know that data can be manipulated, left out, and unreliable. This is important in a society that has so many conflicting views. Seldom does the news report just the facts, rather there are ulterior motives behind the data that is being shown to you. With the principles I have learned in this course, have noticed I am able to pinpoint what data is and is not reliable. 
	Another reason this course is important outside of university is in the job market. Every job is a business and every business has public relations. Most places attempt to have the best “customer” satisfaction, this data is collected from surveys and interviews. Being able to run data through programs and interpret this data will allow me to land certain jobs that others with less research experience could not get. 
	With the concepts I have learned in this course, I plan to use a critical level of thought when hearing things about our society that are backed by “research.” I have already become more critical of the numbers that are presented to me and have become more skeptical and aware of unreliable data. This is an important concept for everyone to adopt. I also plan to apply this experience when pursuing a career. Currently I am trying to become a Virginia State Trooper, there I would be able to use this experience to better report data to the Uniform Crime Report and other Criminology databases. Statistics and research are important in functioning societies if we are to better hear the population’s views and progress as a society. Research and methods can be a powerful ally in the way we interpret the world around us and should be pursued by all of society.

	
