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	 In the novel The Other Wes Moore, author Wes Moore tells the stories of both his life and the life of another to show the importance of personal responsibility, self-sufficiency and citizen leadership. Although this book deals with very serious issues such as gang violence, domestic abuse and illegal drug use, the lessons each man faces can be surprisingly helpful and relatable to the issues college students face. 
	In this novel, both Wes Moore’s were behind in life even before they were born. They were born into black families living in poverty stricken Baltimore. Growing up in violence ridden communities, each Wes was forced to make difficult decisions that the typical adolescent would never even think of. As they both struggled to become men, they either allowed their mistakes to change them or lead to their destruction. These decisions and outcomes truly allow us to see that one’s outcome in life is truly dependent on their own personal decisions. 
	Both Wes Moore’s in the story struggled without the presence and support of their fathers. While author Wes Moore’s father died tragically, the other Wes Moore’s father chose to be absent in his life. What both Wes’s have in common is that the lack of a father was completely out of their control. While other Wes’s choices led him to prison and out of the lives of his children, author Wes Moore is a steady and constant father whom is able to provide for his family. This is an example of personal responsibility, the way in which we are accountable for ourselves and others. 
	Being a citizen leader means doing the right thing, even when it is not easy. While other Wes tried to do the right thing by joining Job Corps, he ultimately gave up his effort towards a respectable life and re-entered the drug culture. After entering military school, other Wes observed the respect that his peers received and was motivated to be successful during his time there. Although author Wes could be living a glamorous life with easy, quick money he choose to respect himself, his family and his peers by choosing to be a citizen leader. 
Self-sufficiency represents the means by which one takes care of oneself. Because other Wes failed to graduate high school, he provided for himself using his income from drug money. He ultimately chose an easy and temporary path to make ends meet. This path eventually led to his decision to commit murder, his imprisonment and his inability to provide for his children. Since author Wes Moore decided to make the best of his situation, his life became nothing less than spectacular. He graduated military school, became a Rhodes Scholar, served in the US Army, became a White House Fellow and authored a book. In order to make a change in the lives of others, we must first make a change in our own lives. Although the right thing to do is often more difficult, the outcome is far greater than one in which an individual chose dishonesty over responsible self-sufficiency. 
Both Wes’s were born into less than ideal situations. However, they both made choices that collectively determined their future. The examples of personal responsibility, self-sufficiency and citizen leadership throughout The Other Wes Moore not only show the ways in which the lives of both Wes Moore’s were impacted, but they teach us that regardless of the situations we are faced with, how one chooses to react truly determines ones destiny. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	When author Wes Moore came to Longwood during New Lancer Days to speak to us about his book he reiterated that the outcomes of both himself and other Wes were not as clear as one may think. He told us that there was no one defining moment that determined his or Wes’s fate. While I agree with author Wes Moore, I truly believe that if one is determined and committed to the principles of self- sufficiency, personal responsibility and citizen leadership, a bright and successful future is undeniable. 
