
Politics in Art



Questions Before We Start

Does all art have a message or purpose 
behind it?

If so, can the message or purpose be 
different for each person?

Is the only correct message or purpose 
from the artist or can there be other 

correct ideas?
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1.
Directly Political  Art



Directly Political Art

Art that has direct political symbols, like flags, 
statues, or figures, and can be connected to political 

occurrences. 
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I Want You

by

James Montgomery 
Flagg
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These pieces of art are directly political.  In each one, there are 
inherently political topics.  

✢ Image One:
○ Deportation
○ Censorship
○ Assassination 

✢ Image Two:
○ Power
○ Silence
○ Lies

✢ Image Three:
○ Uncle Sam
○ U.S. Army

✢ Image 4:
○ Presidents
○ Female inclusion in Politics

 



2.
Indirectly Political Art



Indirectly Political Art

Do not have direct political symbols, like flags or 
figures, but can still be connected to political 

occurrences and ideas.
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Banksy
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These pieces of art are indirectly political.  In each one, there are 
inherently political topics that may not be obvious, but are there.  

✢ Image One:
○ Liberty
○ Failure
○ Black and White 

✢ Image Two:
○ Wealth 
○ Freedom
○ Beauty

✢ Image Three:
○ Warfare 
○ Flowers instead of damaging items

✢ Image 4:
○ Wealth
○ Prestige

 



The Point I’m Trying to Make
There can always be an underlying message, 

with political views or opinions, in art.   
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And I’m Showing This To You Because...
I think that it is important to see and comprehend 

different political pressures and further understand 
your own opinions.
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