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	TIME
	STAGE
	NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION
	MUSICAL DESCRIPTION

	Act 1
	(0:00)-00:00:26

	Stage 1: Set-up
 
	Film opens with old Cecil in the White House, flashes back to vision of men hanging, and then we see the cotton field 00.01:51 Cecil’s dad rubs Cecil’s head and makes fun of his hair being like the cotton; white man takes Hattie to the shed
00.04:03 Dad says “Hey,” gets shot; Cecil runs to dead dad, white man yells at everyone to get back to work, Annabeth makes him a “house nigger” 
00.05:41 Cecil is getting better at serving; Cecil knows he has to leave when he gets older
	00:00:26-00:01:51  loud string music with some piano entering as the piece goes on, as Cecil starts talking the loudness decreases
00:01:52-00:02:21 NO MUSIC 
00:02:22- 00:03:07 soft string high notes with piano entering after
00:03:08- 00:04:02 NO MUSIC 
00:04:03- 00:04:59 piano notes that sound like decrescendo, single note melody, string notes comes in Cecil’s theme
00:05:00-00:05:40 NO MUSIC 
00:05:41 faint sounds of string with a crescendo 

	
	10%
00:06:27
	Turning point 1:
Opportunity
[Cecil is walking up to mom as he is saying goodbye, she doesn’t respond, leaving is opportunity]
	00:06:27 Cecil is walking up to mom as he is saying goodbye, she doesn’t respond, leaving is opportunity 
00:07:41 Cecil travels, looking for work and food, 00:08:27 music stops as Cecil breaks into a hotel to find food
	00:06:27-00:07:27 Cecil’s theme is played for first time on piano, rain interrupts music 
00:07:28-00:07:40 NO MUSIC 
00:07:41-00:08:27 Piano is played with same melody as before 


	
	
	Stage 2: New situation [Cecil breaks into hotel, baker and butler for Inn talk to Cecil, asks for a job and is granted]
 
	00:08:27 Cecil breaks into hotel, baker and butler for Inn talk to Cecil, asks for a job and is granted 
00:10:11 Cecil is being taught how to serve at the hotel
00:11:10 Cecil gets the job at the Excelsior
00:12:22 Cecil’s life is getting better
00:13:57 Home with Gloria and boys; Louis knows Mamie Till’s name before Cecil can even get it out (foreshadowing)
00:16:05 Cecil thinks he is getting laid off; walks fast through the hallway
00:16:54 Cecil enters “Fancy Freddy’s” recruiting office
00:19:05 Cecil shows his knowledge about alcohol, Fancy Freddy tells him he “will make a good house nigger;” cuts to Gloria and neighbors celebrating; Louis looks strange/upset from table
00:21:55 Louis “doesn’t know” what he wants to be when he grows up
00:22:28 Cecil gets to White House for the first time
00:23:01 Cecil tries to talk to his new coworkers 
***00:23:19 Cecil is learning how to serve at the White House 
00:23:40 Carter starts talking and Cecil walks in 
00:24:41 Cecil starts serving for the first time in the White House; “Fancy Freddy” tells him “You hear nothing, you see nothing, you only serve.”
00:26:01 Cecil enters the Oval Office and we see Eisenhower for the first time
00:27:07 Louis let Charlie and Elroy watch a scary TV show they weren’t supposed to be watching
00:27:31 Cecil enters the house; Louis and President; feeling nervous; Cecil argue about the Mamie Till event Louis wants to go to
00:28:57 Eisenhower is painting, Cecil enters
00:29:29 Eisenhower asks Cecil about school, and Cecil tells Eisenhower he never went to school but grew up on a cotton farm
00:30:17 Eisenhower aids in the execution of the law in Little Rock. This is the first time a white man has stood up for Cecil/black men in general
00:30:51 Louis graduates, makes comment about his school being all black
00:31:18 Cecil is upset that Louis can’t see the good that President Eisenhower is doing
	00:08:27-00:10:11 NO MUSIC
00:10:11-00:11:10 string music crescendo as well as the speed of the piece increases as piece continues 
00:11:10- 00:12:22 NO MUSIC
00:12:22-00:13:57 male and female voices singing the voices become background when Cecil starts narrating 
00:13:57-00:16:05 NO MUSIC
00:16:05-00:16:53 fast paced string music, crescendo 
00:16:54-00:19:04 NO MUSIC
00:19:05- 00:21:55 jazz music with singing loud notes that are equal in loudness to people talking in scene then gets softer 
00:21:56-00:22:27 NO MUSIC 
00:22:28-00:23:00 loud piano music accompanied by strings 
00:23:01-00:23:18 NO MUSIC 
00:23:19-00:23:39 fast paced piano with notes close together played 
00:23:40-00:24:41 NO MUSIC
00:24:41-00:26:00 Loud jazz music with piano and brass instruments
00:26:01-00:27:06 NO MUSIC  
00:27:07-00:27:30 Faint sounds of brass accompanied by television program playing, music is interrupted by scare 
00:27:31-00:28:56 NO MUSIC
00:28:57-00:29:28 fast, upbeat piano 
00:29:29-00:30:16 NO MUSIC
00:30:17-00:30:50 slow piano comes in, notes are spread out with lengths of time in between with some string music is added when Cecil starts talking (is this cecil’s theme?)
00:30:51-00:31:17 NO MUSIC 
00:31:18-00:31:50 music comes slowly in with faint piano notes but is suddenly stopped with a change of scene 


	Act 2
	25%
00:33:05
	Turning point 2:
Change of Plans [Cecil and family say goodbye to Louis who is going to Fisk University when Cecil wanted him to attend Howard?  ]
	Cecil and family say goodbye to Louis who is going to Fisk University when Cecil wanted him to attend Howard?  
Vice President Nixon enters; asks everyone to vote for him instead of Kennedy in the upcoming election

	 00:33:05-00:34:07 Cecil’s theme is playing with piano 
00:34:08-00:36:21 NO MUSIC 


	
	
	Stage 3: Progress [Louis becomes involved in Freedom Riders at Fisk, reason he came to Fisk is discovered]
 
	00:36:22 Nixon exits; Scene changes to Louis at his new school
00:36:38 Louis meets Carol and they go to the freedom riders meeting, discuss the danger of being part of the group
00:38:44Scenes alternate between Cecil serving in the White House and Louis being trained and protesting with the freedom riders
00:43:13 Butlers are celebrating, Cecil sees Louis on TV, leaves
00:43:57 Cecil is with Louis in court; Louis tries to reason, Cecil isn’t having it
00:45:46 Gloria is talking to the neighbors
00:47:21 Kennedy voice over, moving the Kennedys into the White House
00:48:48 alcohol on Gloria’s breath; Gloria and Cecil argue about taking Charlie to the dentist, Cecil working overtime, and Jackie Kennedy’s shoes; Louis is in jail and Cecil can’t even come home
00:50:26 Gloria thinks Cecil likes Jackie more than her
00:51:20 butlers are talking about Franco’s regime
00:51:58 Freedom Riders are on the bus for the first time in the movie; KKK show up; attack
00:54:33 Cecil is reading to Caroline Kennedy who asks about the Freedom Bus; Cecil doesn’t know if Louis is dead or alive because Caroline says the bus exploded; Louis is in Mississippi, Cecil wants Louis to come home; they argue about rights; Gloria says they’ll kill Louis, and Louis doesn’t care
00:56:47 Kennedy and Jackie are with Cecil in the White House; they are watching people spray blacks with water hoses; Kennedy says, “I don’t know what country I’m looking at.” 
00:57:16 cut to protesters in real life; Gloria w/ neighbor; she has been cheating on Cecil 
00:59:25 Cecil walks in, Kennedy on floor
00:59:55 Kennedy knows about Louis
	 00:36:22-00:36:37 faint piano music is playing 
00:36:38-00:38:43 NO MUSIC 
00:38:44-00:45:45 
Starts with upbeat loud jazz music (see below)
00:41:15 music tone changes from jazz 
00:41:48 music tone changes back to jazz 
00:41:57 tone changes again from jazz 
00:42:52 high pitch sound takes over music without stopping 
00:43:13 high pitch sound leaves 
00:43:57 piano music with some string reminiscent of theme-the harmony of it may remind you of it
00:45:46-00:47:20 NO MUSIC 
00:47:21- 00:48:47 piano music with some string instruments, tone of music is changed at 00:47:55 to brass and string instruments 
00:48:48-00:50:25 NO MUSIC 
00:50:26 -00:51:20 slow string music as Gloria is talking with piano music as she is talking about JFK
00:51:21-00:51:57 NO MUSIC 
00:51:58-00:54:48 
Jazz music starts, gets louder as approach intersection of KKK with a change in tone of the music at 00:53:06 (see below) 
-00:53:33 the music gets very dim in volume 
-00:53:49 the jazz music comes back 
-00:54:04 the music changes in tone to drown out 
-00:54:32 piano starts 
00:54:33-00:56:46 NO MUSIC 
00:56:47-00:57:15  slow piano starts 
00:57:16-00:59:24 NO MUSIC
00:59:25-00:59:54  piano starts
00:59:55-01:00:06 NO MUSIC


	
	50%
1:00:07
	Turning point 3:
Point of no Return [Kennedy is on TV talking about how everyone has self evident rights, disgusted with American people ]
	1:00:00 Kennedy still talking to Cecil about Louis; Kennedy starts talking on the TV to the country about giving EVERYONE their elementary rights

	01:00:07-01:02:03 
Single note piano, time between notes, getting shorter over time with string music playing high and faint music in terms of volume 


	
	
	Stage 4: Complication [Kennedy is shot, becomes chaos]
 
	 1:02:03 Kennedy’s voice on TV, gunshot, Kennedy’s death leads to political chaos 
01:02:30 Cecil is on floor sobbing
01:02:51 Jackie Kennedy shown grieving over her husband; Refuses to change out of her dress covered in his blood
01:04:17 Gloria is shown packing away Louis’s items in the house and putting them in storage. Cecil comes home late and Gloria is unhappy, despite the president having just been killed
01:05:56 Cecil realizes that Gloria has been unhappy and decides to cut back on his White House hours 01:07:11 The new President - L.B. Johnson is introduced
Louis and Carol are walking together at night, gunshots are heard and they run into an alley
1:11:50 Louis and Carol finally kiss; cut to church; cut to Johnson watching TVs
1:13:25 Cecil talked about Louis
1:13:51 Johnson on TV talking about overcoming bigotry and injustice; protesters changing outside “hey, hey, LBJ, how many kids have you killed today?”
01:16:11 MLK, Jr. tells Louis all the good cecil has done for his race
1:16:42 Cecil talks to Warner during LBJ presidency about raises and advancement opportunities and is shut down
1:18:20 MLK is killed; Cecil is caught in crossfire of protesters after MLK death; Cecil feels he doesn’t belong in his own neighborhood; Gloria is sewing when Louis comes home
1:20:39 awkward dinner; Black Panther Party introduced; argument about Sidney Poitier; Cecil LOSES IT; Gloria gets frantic, slaps Louis, she loses it; Carter bails Louis out of jail; charlie and Louis talk about mom and then talk about Charlie going to Vietnam; Louis says he won’t go to Charlie’s funeral
1:27:28 Cecil walks in; Nixon is president; Black Panther Movement discussion; Cecil can only listen; Cecil leaves;
1:30:44 Louis and Carol break up; Louis leaves; Black Panthers on TV
1:31:18 Cecil’s birthday party; Charlie is dead
1:35:11 funeral
1:35:14 funeral; 
1:36:10 Nixon’s second term; Nixon asks Cecil to sit; Louis comes to White House; Cecil tells him to leave.
1:39:03 Cecil visits Charlie’s grave; viewers find out that Cecil and Louis haven’t spoken for years; Louis is running for Congress
	01:02:03 music gets extremely loud 
01:02:30-01:02:50 NO MUSIC 
01:02:51-01:04:16 Music comes in faint for a brief amount of time 
01:04:17- 01:05:55 NO MUSIC 
01:05:56-01:08:59 
-music starts off with singing 
-01:07:11 new upbeat song takes over that is lively and jazzy 
01:09:00-01:11:42 NO MUSIC 
01:11:50-01:13:50 
Starts with singing music that is faint but gets louder then the tone is changed to more somber at 01:13:25
01:13:51-01:16:10 NO MUSIC 
01:16:11-01:16:41 slow piano (cecil’s theme)- not quite theme but resembles 
01:16:42-01:18:19 NO MUSIC 
01:18:20-01:1:20:38 
Music starts with an eerie sound as the national headlines are read on television and at 01:18:34 singing is starting and at 01:20:10 piano chimes in Cecil’s theme** 
01:20:39-01:27:27 NO MUSIC 
01:27:28-01:29:55 piano music starts
01:30:44- 01:35:10 music starts with a tone change at:
01:31:18 to upbeat lively jazz music
01:35:11-01:35:13 NO MUSIC 
01:35:14-01:36:10 piano music
01:36:11-01:39:02 NO MUSIC
01:39:03-01:40:42 piano starts then singing comes in


	Act 3
	75%
1:40:42
	Turning point 4:
Major Setback [Louis lost the Congressional race, Gloria wants Cecil to talk to Louis, they are in intimate bedroom scene where she tells Cecil that Louis found Gloria on the floor and helped her clean up, saving story to help Cecil feel something ]
	01:40:43 Louis lost the Congressional race, Gloria wants Cecil to talk to Louis, they are in intimate bedroom scene where she tells Cecil that Louis found Gloria on the floor and helped her clean up, saving story to help Cecil feel something 
01:44:30 Reagan is introduced and Cecil and Gloria are invited as guests to the next state dinner
1:45:53 Gloria finally gets to the White House
1:46:37 Ronald and Nancy Reagan enter
1:47:42 Reagan makes himself clear on the issue about intervening with apartheid
1:49:13 flashes back to the cotton field; Cecil says he always loved to serve, but nothing seemed right after the State dinner
Cecil is looking at the books written about Cecil and his friends 
	01:40:43-01:42:14 NO MUSIC 
1:42:15-1:42:57 music is fast paced dancing music with jazz feeling
01:42:56-01:44:29 NO MUSIC
01:44:30-01:45:17 music starts, same as before fast paced dancing music
01:45:53- 01:47:42 music starts, dancing swing music and at 
01:46:37 new presidential music takes over and ends with piano music at 01:46:50
01:47:42-01:49:12 NO MUSIC
01:49:13-01:49:44 piano music
1:49:44-1:50:29 NO MUSIC 


	
	
	Stage 5: Final Push
1:49:44 [Cecil recognizes Louis is an actual hero, looking through books and saw others were writing about what Louis was trying to accomplish ]
 
	01:50:29 Cecil recognizes Louis is an actual hero,
01:53:31 Louis is shown protesting to “free Mandela” as Cecil watches from a distance
	 01:50:29-01:53:30 music starts off as somber then Cecil’s theme is played starting at 01:50:50 
53:20
01:53:31-01:54:38 NO MUSIC 


	
	90%
1:54:38
	Turning point 5:
Climax
[Louis sees Cecil came to protest with him “I lost you” ]
	01:54:38 Louis sees Cecil came to protest with him “I lost you” 
1:56:06 Cecil is in jail with Louis

	01:54:38-01:56:05 music is somber with Cecil’s theme incorporated as piano 
01:56:06-01:56:16 NO MUSIC 


	
	
	Stage 6: Aftermath
 [Gloria and Cecil are having a BBQ and Cecil narrates first ???? black president, thought he would never see ]
	1:56:17 2008 Obama campaign BBQ at Cecil and Gloria’s house
01:57:20 Aged Gloria and Cecil are talking at the kitchen table as they wait for Louis to come over
01:59:42 Gloria has just died at the table and Cecil tries to wake her up
02:01:07 Obama is shown having been elected President
2:01:43 Cecil is shown looking through his old things he received from past presidents, he puts on Kennedy’s old tie and Johnson’s tie clip (ironing tie is when we hear theme)
2:03:23-2:04:47 Cecil sits in a chair at the White House as he did in the opening scene and when the escort tells him President Obama is ready to see him now that he knows the way 
2:04:47 credits

	01:56:17-01:57:19 upbeat music played with Cecil’s narrating about presidential election
01:57:20-01:59:41 NO MUSIC
01:59:42-02:01:06  piano starts, strings come in
02:01:07-02:01:42 NO MUSIC 
02:01:43-02:03:15  piano comes in as Cecil’s theme 
02:03:23 Cecil’s theme (no longer on piano for first time- big tone color change more triumphant than melancholy) 
02:04:04-02:04:43 Cecil’s them is played exceptionally loud as it takes over (altered theme) tone color change! The strings of the orchestra 
02:04:47 credits


Terminology is borrowed from Michael Hauge’s article, “The Five Key Turning Points of all Successful Movie Scripts” (http://www.movieoutline.com/articles/the-five-key-turning-points-of-all-successful-movie-scripts.html
