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	In ENGL 483 we dove into the topic of writing in the classroom. Writing obviously happens in Language Arts, but there are so many other times writing occurs in the classroom and can used to enhance other content areas. Bratcher stated that comfort, confidence, and competence are key for writing, and that can also apply to every other curricular area too. She also discussed the multitude of ways to assess writing, which can also apply to other subjects. Duke et al. discussed all the different genres that can be used in any classroom, and while they focused on Language Arts, these ideas can and do easily transfer to other academic areas. 
	The classroom I was placed in this semester was a 5th grade classroom in Chesterfield County, a fairly affluent area. While it was a general education classroom, there were many students who were classified as gifted or ahead, and many students who were classified as special needs either in math, language arts, or both. Because of my schedule, I was only able to be in the classroom through 12:45, or during their homeroom, math, resource, and science/ social studies periods.  While these were not language arts/writing focused times, I still saw a lot of writing that fit in with what we were learning in ENGL 483.
	Homeroom activities were different every day, but they always involved writing down the day’s homework. This was a routine, and even three-fourths of the way through the year some students were still struggling to remember to do this even though it was written on the board as part of what everyone needed to do that morning. A lot of what was done in the classroom at this point in the year was preparation for the students since they are all going middle school in the fall. It surprised me that they were doing so much prep work, but it makes sense because of the big change. I think I just don’t remember that change, but it was my CT’s way of building comfort, confidence, and competence in her students for how they would be expected to work in middle school.
	Each student has a job in my CT’s classroom, and many of those happen during homeroom. One student is responsible for writing the date on the board every day. Another student is responsible for taking attendance. Another student is responsible for seeing who’s buying what lunch that day. It makes the classroom flow easily in the mornings that could quickly turn in to chaos, but don’t because there are set expectations.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Math was the next portion of our day, and some students left while others came in. The students who came in had to write down the homework for the day, and they would usually get started by doing a sheet in a packet. These students were the odd students out in that they actually worked best doing packet work, and they would often race each other to see who could finish the packet or assigned pages first while getting everything right. These packets often included pages and problems where students had to explain their answer or how they got their answer, and this was more so for my CT to be able to look through their thinking right there on the page when the answer was wrong so as to quickly realize where the mistake was. Some students were even able to correct their mistakes when they had to actually think about the processes in order to write out their thinking. This is one way writing can be used in math to build comfort, confidence, and competence, and it is one genre of writing that they do. When it came time for fraction and decimal learning, illustrations also became a key part of these packets. This is another genre in which students wrote in order to show their work and/or explain their thinking.
	I never saw resource time, but occasionally students would stay back in the classroom during resource time to finish work from either math or another subject that they still needed to complete. This would usually be either math, science, or social studies work, which writing in these subjects is explained above or below. Science and social studies share a combined time slot in the daily schedule, so some days the students just have science or just have social studies, while other days the time is split between the two.
	In science, a lot of writing occurs in the form of notes. While this is undoubtedly practice for middle school in which note taking becomes a lot more prominent, it also serves its own purpose. Many days in science involved experiments, or students making their own observations. If a template was provided for this, students would be restricted in what they could write down. Occasionally there was a graphic organizer, but more often than not in science alone were students just expected to take notes on a blank sheet of notebook paper. Some students who found graphic organizers helpful would make their own graphic organizers on their pieces of paper, while others found it easier to just write straight notes. Here was the option of choice, which is an extremely important part of the writing process or any sort of writing in general. 
	Social studies is really where writing took off in my opinion. When I first came in to the classroom, the students were working on creating their own family coat of arms, which they then had to write a paragraph about explaining the symbolism of. Because they were mostly done with the project, it was really cool to just walk around and see the amazing artistry that went in to these crests and shields. This was yet another genre for the students to explore, and this happened just after we began talking about genres in class so it was a cool coincidence for me. Other than this project, most of the writing for this class took place in the form of packets containing graphic organizers. One cool note was that instead of providing students with maps of the countries on each side during the World Wars, the packet just had a blank map which each student had to color in. While it was something small, it was something that really stuck out to me at the time. 
	Overall, I was pleasantly surprised at how much writing I saw. I was very concerned about having to write this when I realized I would never see a language arts lesson, but I soon realized it was a blessing in disguise because it forced me to look more closely at the writing that occurred in the other core subject areas and just generally around the classroom.
