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1. I have designed a backdrop for the show “Beauty and the Beast.”

2. During the beginning of the musical, an old, ugly beggar woman walks up to the steps of an immaculate castle. The prince who rules in the castle shuns the beggar woman away because of her hideous appearance. Unaware to the prince, the beggar woman was actually a stunning enchantress in disguise. She came to teach the prince that true beauty lies within. In order to teach the pompous prince this humble lesson, she turns him into a horrifying beast, and all of his servants become various household items. The enchantress gives the prince a rose. In order for the prince to be able to return to his normal self again, he must fall in love and be loved in return before the last petal of the rose falls. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Approximately ten years pass, and the audience picks up with the introduction of Belle. Belle is a beautiful young woman who has a passion for knowledge and a love of books. She is different from the rest of the women in her town because she is more interested in her intelligence as opposed to her looks. Belle is also close to her father Maurice who is an inventor. Because of her looks Belle has attracted the attention of a town hunter named Gaston. Gaston is only attracted to Belle because of her beauty, not because of her brain. She is not attracted to him and rejects his proposal to her. During this time, Belle's father Maurice wanders off into the woods and stumbles upon the Beast's castle. The Beast captures Maurice and locks him away in the dungeon. While in the woods, Maurice loses his scarf that Belle gave him. One of Gaston's friends finds the scarf and brings it back to town. When Belle notices the scarf, she realizes that her father must be in danger and went out searching for him. While searching for her father, Belle stumbles upon the Beast's castle as well. She proposes a deal with the Beast. She convinces the Beast to release her father while she stays and works for him in his castle. The Beast agrees and lets Maurice go. Maurice rushes back to town and informs Gaston that Belle is in danger. At first, Belle and the Beast do not get along, and they argue constantly. After one of their disagreements, Belle goes into the West Wing of the castle which was forbidden. While in the West Wing, Belle notices the rose that the enchantress gave the Beast during the beginning of the musical, and she motions to go touch it. The Beast is enraged and shoves her away from the cursed flower. After this scene, Belle flees the castle because she is in fear of her life, and the Beast realizes the awful mistake he made by scaring her away. He realizes that he will be a Beast forever now.
As Belle is running through the woods, she is attacked by wolves. The Beast comes and saves her, and from this moment their friendship is born. However, from this battle, the Beast is injured and Belle nurses him back to health. In order to thank Belle, the Beast awards her his library. Meanwhile back at home Gaston is plotting to guilt Belle into marrying him by locking Maurice into an asylum.  After some time, Belle and the Beast attend a personal ball and they dance together. During their dance, the Beast asks if Belle is happy to which she replies that she is; however, she misses her father. The Beast allows Belle to use his magic mirror to see her father. The mirror shows that her father is lost in the woods and need her help. Despite the fact that the rose shows that the Beast is running out of time, he allows Belle to leave in order to save her father. After saving her father, Gaston and his followers come to take him away to an asylum. Belle proves her father's sanity by using the magic mirror to show the mob that the Beast is real. However, this was a grave mistake because now the mob moves to attack the Beast. The Beast's household servants are able to hold the mob at bay while he fights with Gaston. Before Gaston delivers his finishing blow, Belle comes in. Despite falling to his death in the process, Gaston still stabs the Beast in the back. As the Beast falls, Belle begins to cry over him saying that he cannot leave her and that she is in love with him. At this time the last petal falls from the rose, and the Beast transforms back into a prince. Belle and the Prince live happily ever after. 

3. For my research, I listened to the OBC album and read the Wikipedia page on the production and the production history.

4. I chose to do a forest scene because the entirety of the show is surrounded by a forest: the little town, the castle, and, of course, the forest in between. With this backdrop there would be set pieces that came onstage to indicate where the scene was taking place, such as stained glass windows if they are in the castle, little buildings if they are in the town, etc. While most of the scenes in the show are light, there are some dark scenes. Though I could not do it for this representation, the sky and clouds of the backdrop would have a special paint so that a certain light shines on them they change color from a peaceful blue and white to a more dramatic purple and gray.

5. I’m really not one for painting scenes, so this was outside of my comfort zone as an artist (because everyone is an artist). I really did not know how to paint trees, so I decided that a zig-zagging green shape in various shades could work as pine trees, which is the type trees that I believe would be in forest in France, the setting of the show. The abundance of clouds is for when the scene gets dark and the clouds become gray, almost like a thunderstorm. See number four for more of the specific choices I made and why.
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