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	I had never been to Atlanta before, besides the airport, so I really did not know exactly what to expect when I got there. I knew it was a large city in the south and because of its location it has lots of history, specifically involving civil rights and the “old South,” so I was guessing I would be seeing a lot of history throughout my time in the city. While I was there, I learned much more about the city of Atlanta in three days than I actually know about Richmond, which I just moved to. 
	I also learned the power of wandering: going to what interests you, even if it is not where you intended on going, is a far more valuable use of your time in the long run because the bottom line is you do not know what is most important until you are there doing it. I really do think it is an important concept for everyone to at least recognize, so much so that I plan on sharing it with those outside the Honors community. 
	Before the week in Atlanta, I understood the concept of wandering but didn’t understand the importance of it. It is something you have to experience first-hand to know the true power of it, and it took me being in a place completely foreign to me for me to truly understand the benefits of wandering instead of having a set itinerary. While I am very much a planner, I do plan on incorporating wandering into my travels from here on out. 
	There were definitely parts of town that made me uncomfortable traveling through (even in broad daylight), but I realized I can do it if I have to. While I certainly would not have chosen to go through the tunnel connecting Cabbagetown to Sweet Auburn, I did end up enjoying the experience as there was some beautiful graffiti in there. 
	I really did enjoy the readings we did ahead of time to prepare for our time in Atlanta, particularly the one on eviction. While we did not necessarily see an actual eviction, we most likely interacted with or at least saw someone who had been personally effected by an eviction at some point in their life. 
	While at the time I considered it only to be a real pain, our practice one hour wandering really did help me prepare for our time in Atlanta. In hindsight I really appreciate the fact that I had to do it, although a little more warning would have been nice since it was over the busiest week of the semester up till that point for me.
I also really enjoyed our neighborhood presentations. Not only did I enjoy researching and presenting on my neighborhood, but I loved seeing and at least getting an idea of all the potential neighborhoods we could be visiting before we got there. 
	I found that I myself tend to be fairly observant, and I was not actually that surprised when I realized that I tend to notice minute details much more often that I tend to see the big picture of what is going on in the place around me. My mind will quickly push past the thought that there a lot of people there and focus in on one person to see what they’re doing, or whether or not there is a person sitting with a sign over in the corner ignored consciously or not by the majority of the people in the area. 
	Atlanta really is an interesting city, and because of its history it is not surprising that there are parts of it that are still racially separated. Even though Richmond was the capital of the Confederacy, Atlanta was more the heart of it. They’ve always been one of the more conservative states, and while we were there we learned that it is one of three states that does not allow undocumented students to study at public higher education institutions. 
	In our wanderings, it was clear that different parts of the city have different purposes for the people of Atlanta, as there were some parts that were clearly commercial (downtown) and others that were residential (Cabbagetown). However, there were definitely some areas that were more mixed (such as Old Fourth Ward). Interestingly enough, these areas that were the most diverse also seemed to be the most gentrified. That said, a lot of these new projects were pushing the people who previously had lived there out and into potentially worse neighborhoods to make way for the new projects coming into the area. 
	While I grew up in the suburb of a large city, I had never really thought about what makes a public space functional for everyone who uses it. However, there were actually a lot of things that I already knew about how to let a public space function not only for yourself but for those around you. For example, when using an elevator in a public space and you plan on just riding it to the top/bottom, stay to the right so those who want to walk to get where you are going can walk up the left side. This lets the space function for all people. 
	I think now that at the end of this journey I’m a little less wary of cities. I’ve always been a “I hate the city” type of girl but I really did enjoy my time in the city and between that and the positive experience I had in Seattle I have actually come to realize that I rather enjoy the city and may even consider living in one in the future (I always thought I would be a suburb girl for life). In terms of Atlanta specifically, I really did enjoy my time there and though I don’t think I could live in that particular city, I do look forward to coming back with the next NCHC conference. The fact that I now have so much experience doing City as Text makes me really excited to go to places I’ve been to before but rediscover them through wandering. 
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