Narrative Evolution: Why Children’s Stories Are Like Stars in the Sky

[bookmark: _GoBack]	Just as stars in the sky change throughout their life cycle, children’s literary works change and evolve in each retelling of the original story. This project focused on five children’s stories and their retellings in the forms of both movies and musicals. Because three incarnations of each story was examined, it is not fair to say that each version told the same story; in fact, quite the opposite is true. Often times there were distinct reasons behind these changes such as catering to a specific audience, though some of are a little more difficult to decipher the reasons behind them. While examining the versions of each story, it was clear that certain terms were more present in all forms of some stories than others: in Charlie and the Chocolate Factory it was didacticism and defamiliarization; in Matilda it was defamiliarization and the rule of adults; in Peter Pan it was ideologies and agency; in The Secret Garden it was agency and the rule of adults; and in Tuck Everlasting it was agency (or the lack thereof) and didacticism. These stories live on and evolve, and with each new version their size and brightness change just like the stars in the sky.
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