 “She read about the Nautilus getting sucked down into a whirlpool, waves higher than houses, the submarine standing on end, its steel ribs cracking, and then she read what he assumed was the last line of the book: Thus, to that question asked six thousand years ago by Ecclesiastes, ’That which is far off, and exceedingly deep, who can find it out?’ only two men now have the right to answer: Captain Nemo and myself” (Doerr, 449). 
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	At this part of the story, Werner is trapped beneath the rubble of the Hotel of Bees above him, and is running out of essential things like water and possibly even air to breathe. The massive beams above him are starting to cave, just like the steel ribs of the Nautilus. Who knows, maybe Werner can now answer that age-old question himself? Marie-Laure, this girl who he’s meet only in passing, is giving him a reason to hold on to living. She is far off, he is exceedingly deep, and who knows if they will survive. He knows it’s her reading to him and knows that she is in trouble, while she knows there most be someone out there listening to her. Both of them, in this moment, are being sucked into the whirlpool of the unknown. Will Werner and Volkheimer escape from the room beneath the hotel? Will Marie-Laure be discovered by Von Rumpel beneath her? “That which is far off and exceedingly deep, who can find it out?” Though they are both far off from each other and exceedingly deep in immediate problems of their own, Doerr is able to use the connection of classic literature such as 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea to show that even those who are far apart can be connected in other ways.

“All this have I proved by wisdom: I said, I will be wise; but it was far from me. That which is far off, and exceeding deep, who can find it out? I applied mine heart to know, and to search, and to seek out wisdom, and the reason of things, and to know the wickedness of folly, even of foolishness and madness” (Ecclesiastes 7:23-25 KJV)
“I have always tried my best to let wisdom guide my thoughts and actions. I said to myself, ‘I am determined to be wise.’ But it didn’t work. Wisdom is always distant and difficult to find. I searched everywhere, determined to find wisdom and to understand the reason for things. I was determined to prove to myself that wickedness is stupid and foolishness is madness.” (Ecclesiastes 7:23-25 NLT)

The book of Ecclesiastes is found in the Old Testament of the Bible, right after the book of Proverbs. According to Jewish tradition it was written by Solomon at a date which is uncertain but perhaps around 935 B.C., late in Solomon’s reign*. This estimated date immediately brings into question Professor Arronax’s understanding of Ecclesiastes, as he says the question was asked “six thousand years ago,” whereas if this estimate of the date is accurate is would only be around a little less than three thousand years ago. Either way, looking before and after the quote used in 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea it can be seen that the “that” which is used in the quote is referring to wisdom, which is not clear from just looking at the quote itself. Has Werner found the “wisdom [that] is always distant and difficult to find”? He has searched all over Europe tracking down people using the math that is “just math,” but he now knows for sure it is not just math anymore. He was always wanting to learn, and now look where it got him. Then there’s Marie-Laure, who has taken from her home by her father to protect her but has now become a young women taking charge of his life and the circumstances she is in with (what on could say) is a wisdom much beyond her years, but maybe not as distant as she or we thought it could be.

The King James Version of the Holy Bible
The New Living Translation of the Holy Bible
*This information was found at the beginning of the book of Ecclesiastes in my NLT version of the Bible.
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