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	I went on the Honors Fall Service Retreat to Hull Springs Farm for my Community Outreach Project. I chose this particular activity for many reasons: I really wanted to go to Hull Springs Farm, I love doing community service work, I would get to spend the weekend with my Honors family, and because I’m the historian for the Honors Student Association and figured I should go and take pictures. While there we did a variety of community service work, including gleaning broccoli for a local food bank, raking the leaves and just cleaning up the property, collecting acorns, and picking up trash for Clean Virginia Waterways. I had a wonderful experience despite the cold, and the fact that I was able to do two jobs at once (doing service work and taking photos) was helpful. I definitely plan on going back there, not only because the farm is super pretty but also because I think it’s important for Longwood students to help with the upkeep of the property that has so generously been given to us. The property is used for so many different academic purposes, and it is our responsibility to make sure it will be available to future Longwood students as well. It also gives us the opportunity to help the Northern Neck community, letting us help clean up another river and help those in need in an area that doesn’t often receive much attention. Honors students are citizen scholars as well as citizen leaders, so I think it’s important for us to lead others in doing community service work on all Longwood properties, whether they are close or far away. 
	This experience was similar to other community service experiences I’ve had. I’ve been gleaning before with my church youth group, raking is something I’ve always done to help out, and my girl scout troop did Clean Virginia Waterways. What was new was the acorns, but we had a lot of fun picking them up, testing to see if they were good nuts or bad nuts (no squirrels were used, only water) and then throwing the bad nuts (which were the majority of the nuts we found) out the window. I loved that I was able to do this with some other Honors students that I hadn’t gotten the chance to know yet, as well as some who I knew already. 
I believe that there’s always more to do, and this experience showed me all the work that needs to be done in the Northern Neck region of the state. While I’ve done work in many parts of the state, this was my first time serving the Northern Neck. I have a close family friend who lives in the area, along with my mom’s best friends who are moving there soon, so I now know ways to help the area when I’m visiting. Anytime I do service work I’m always inspired to contribute more because there are a lot of people in this world who need help and even an hour of your time can make a big difference in someone else’s life. 
	Community service is important to the community because without it the community wouldn’t be able to serve the needs of everyone within the community. I believe that the work of one can change a life, but the work of many can change a community. It gives those who are well enough off to have some extra resources (time is a resource) to those who do not. It helps a community where many different people live become one. 
	Community service is important to Longwood because it gives the University a chance to give back to the community that serves it so well. The Farmville community gives so much to the University, and deals with all the (sometimes obnoxious) college students that live in the town eight months out of the year. The Honors College in particular is very good at encouraging students to give back to the community, be it part of the Honors Retreat or by writing this essay. There are many organizations on campus that are dedicated to giving back to the community, and many more organizations who require their members to participate in at least some community service work each semester. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Community service is important to me because knowing that I can and have been able to influence someone’s life for the better through community service work is what gets me through the hard times. Longwood makes sure to give back to the Farmville community, but I want to go further. I’m considering rushing Alpha Phi Omega, a national service fraternity on campus, next semester, along with getting involved in volunteer work at my church here. Last week the secretary departed, and while they are looking for a new secretary they need help keeping up with the tasks that are normally done by the secretary. While they have volunteers lined up to be in the office and do other aspects of the work, an area they are lacking in is someone to help with scheduling. I happen to love scheduling and see it as a puzzle to be solved, so this past Sunday I told our rector that I would like to help with that. I also volunteered a lot of my time at my home church while I was in high school, and I actually plan on returning this spring to help out with our biennial musical. My church family has given me so much over the years, and I look forward to being able to give back to the community that gave me so much.
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