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	English has never been a strong suit of mine besides editing, so the challenging nature of ENGL 150 pushed me to change my mindset that I was not good at it and turn writing into a strength of mine. Before this course, I had really only written your basic academic papers about this or that subject when it was required, but usually did it because I had to. Going into this course I did not really know what to expect, as all my previous English classes had been focused more so on the literature side than the language and writing side of the field of English. ENGL 150 is the first English course Longwood students take in their collegiate years, often as a first or second semester freshmen. I am pleased to say I learned a lot more than I thought I would in this class in regards to writing at the university level, which I had done last semester on my own but I now have something to reference when I write. I have developed my ability to write transitions and cater to my audience this semester, but I am still working n the focus and theses of my works of writing.
	Because of all the time we spent focusing on the process of writing transitions, I found that my ability to to write sensible transitions has immensely improved. Transitions are extremely important because they make it clear to the reader so they do not get lost or confused when reading a piece of writing. Good transitions go back to what you (the author) just said and relate it to what you are going to say next. One of the keys to writing a good transition is asking oneself what the purpose of the paragraph is going to be and how it connects to the previous paragraph you just wrote. In my Literacy Narrative I did not use traditional transitions, mainly because I was just talking about my life. The majority of my transitions were like “Then when I was _____ I….” before continuing on with the narrative. This was a more informal paper than any of the others I wrote this semester, which may be why I tended to use these less-traditional transition phrases. In my Rule Paper I used the “I talked about this in my last paragraph and I am now contrasting it with what I am going to talk about in this paragraph” method of writing transitions. For example, when I said “While APA is primarily used in social sciences fields, MLA is used predominantly in most high school settings,” (Rule Paper, Page 5), I had just finished a paragraph about using APA in the college setting while I was just starting a paragraph about how I used MLA in high school and why I had used it. For some reason in my Analysis of University Writing paper I thought it would be a good idea to use the word “transitioning” in my transition/topic sentence of a paragraph. While connecting the college classroom (which I was just talking about) to the workplace classroom (which I was just about to start talking about), I wrote “Transitioning from the college classroom to the workplace classroom can be very daunting, but with the right preparation a first-time teacher will be ready to face the world,” (Analysis of University Writing, Page 6). Looking back I find it a little ironic, but it does serve its purpose. Since we had spent some time going over the details of writing good transitions, I was able to incorporate what I knew about good transitions into my writing throughout the semester.
	Along with transitions (wow, I did it again), I also worked on catering my writing to the audience I was writing to. An audience is the people, real or imagined, with whom rhetors negotiate with to reach goals. While there is always the intended audience, there are also the unintended audiences or “overhearers”; an author must be aware of both. Knowing your audience is important because from your audience you can figure out the purpose of your writing/whatever form you are using, and then once you have your purpose you can figure out what form you should be using in your writing. The audience for my Literacy Narrative, though technically just my professor, was also my dad. When I wrote about myself learning to read and then gaining confidence in that literacy, I started to think that maybe I should send this to my dad to read when I was done with it. I never realized that he had had such a big impact on my literacy, but I no longer really talk to him unless I have an A) technology crisis or B) car crisis. As I intended, I did send this paper to my dad after I had finished writing it for this class. When I did not get a response for a few days I started question why I had wanted to send it to him, but when I finally got a response he said it had brought tears to his eyes reading it. My Rule Paper was much more open when it came to audience, as anyone who is going into or works in my chosen field could be reading it as reference on how to use APA style. When I wrote “I believe this is a rule that we, as a field, should keep in place [because] it gives us credibility, integrity, and fidelity,” (Rule Paper, Page 7), I was directly appealing to my audience. Who does not want credibility, integrity, and fidelity in their writing? Not me. When it comes to my Analysis of University Writing paper, I am actually extremely happy with my introduction (which is a beast of its own that we covered in class), which I feel does a great job of appealing to my intended audience of those in my chosen field. I made the point that “Those other students are studying so they can eventually get out of the classroom, while those studying education are trying to go back into it,” (Analysis of University Writing, Page 4). I honestly feel that I was really able to use the knowledge of who my audiences were to help me write these papers, which in turn made the papers better.
	Once you have your audience, you can move on to find your purpose, which to me is for all intents and purposes the focus of my paper. Focus is important so the reader does not get lost or confused when reading your writing. I struggle with focus because I am always so focused on the details that it is hard for me to see the big picture, which is what the focus really should be. It was easy for me to find the focus of my Literacy Narrative because it was about my own life and how I developed my literacies. Instead of just broadly talking about how I developed my literacies, I compared my literacy development with that of my twin sister’s from the time we started learning to read and write through the end of last semester. My thesis really held the majority of my focus (more on theses later), which was “Because I had to work so my harder early on, I developed a work ethic that has stayed with me since elementary school while my sister is still working on developing her own work ethic,” (Literacy Narrative, Page 3). In the rest of my paper I incorporated this focus by taking a second to talk about where my sister was at every point I stopped to talk about myself. Finding a focus for my other two pieces of writing this semester was much more difficult. In my rule paper all I could think to focus on was the rule I was investigating. I ended up focusing on how it is beneficial for the education field to use APA formatting, but it took me a very long time to get there. I wrote “This is a very helpful rule to follow, even though it is typically not learned until one enters a class in the field, because it helps create standardization of writing within the field as a whole which makes the field more professional,” (Rule Paper, Page 4), which I am not sure was very clear. I was able to incorporate this into all that I referenced when talking about the APA formatting style, but I am still not sure my focus was all that easy to find. The focus of my final paper was even more all over the place because of the fact that I had mixed up my original thesis and put the two types of writing I was investigating in the wrong order, which I only realized when I completed my research. I started off with “It is thought that the reflective writing aspect of the classroom is incorporated into the workplace writing,” (Analysis of University Writing, Page 4), and ended with “As it turns out, the reflective writing aspect of education in the classroom actually comes from the reflective writing that is necessary in the workplace,” (Analysis of University Writing, Page 8). Because of this crucial mistake, I am afraid my focus was not as clear as I had hoped it would be when I started the process of researching the topic. ENGL 150 taught me about focus, but I still need to work on my skills when it comes to having a clear focus in my writing.
	Unfortunately for me, the focus of a paper typically lends itself to the thesis of a paper, which means I need to work on writing theses just as much if not more than I need to work on having a clear focus. As we learned in class, thesis statements should be contestable, supported, specific, substantive, conclusive, and elegant (in that order; if you do not have the first you cannot should revise before moving on to the second). This is particularly difficult for me because I struggle with making a argument a part of my thesis statement, which is what makes a thesis contestable (the first thing a thesis statement should be). I can support a thesis statement, be extremely specific, be substantive and conclusive, and even occasionally make it elegant, but being argumentative is just not in my nature. The thesis for my Literacy Narrative (quoted above) was my focus; it was that even though my sister and I are twins and were raised in the same environment we still developed our literacies at different rates and with different defining moments. It was not really contestable since it is subjective, although it is supported specific, and substantive. I did the same thing with my Rule Paper and made my focus of APA in the field of education my thesis as well. I did have to pick a side, something I did not want to do, so I ended up saying that “I believe this connection is extremely important, not only because a lot of educational principles are based in psychological concepts, but also because I think education is a sort of social science in its own right,” (Rule Paper, Page 7), but only at the end of my paper because that is how much I did not want to pick a side. This, for one, is contestable, as well as supported, sort of specific, substantive, conclusive, and also a little elegant if I do say so myself. As I discussed earlier, my Analysis of University Writing’s focus was all over the place and, accordingly, so was my thesis. My full thesis was “It is thought that the reflective writing aspect of the classroom is incorporated into the workplace writing, but through careful studies of the writing done in the college classroom and workplace classroom we will see if that is true,” (Analysis of University Writing, Page 4). The second part of the thesis is basically me saying “I messed up so I am not going to say I support this thought even though originally I did because I messed up because yay.” This statement is contestable, considering I went against myself on this one, and it is most definitely supported, somewhat specific, fairly substantive, conclusive if you look at it in a certain way, but by God it is not elegant. I think once I get my focus in check my theses will fall into line, and the skills I learned this semester will hopefully help with that.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	While I still have work to do when it comes to theses and the overall focus, I have learned a lot more about them and I do believe I have improved when it comes to writing and editing them because of this class. This class has taught me a lot about transitions and audience, which are thankfully aspects of writing that I seem to have taken to heart and become proficient at incorporating into my writing. I am excited to see where these skills take me in my future writing endeavors. ENGL 150 is a wonderful class, and I am actually sort of glad it is required to take first because it taught me so much that I will need to know when I write academically in the future. 
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