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	 Absolutism in France was based on the words of someone who does not truly exist on Earth. In theory, absolute power is given to the King from God himself, and only God. It has been said redundantly that the only one to hold power and execute power to the people of the kingdom is the King and his lineage. In the time frame of King Louis XIV it was common to believe that the power given to the kings by God and that the king would demonstrate power by building and creating the best and most powerful kingdom, with palaces like Versailles. Traditionally, power would be shown by the size of the military and the size of the kingdom. In the seventeenth century, it is mostly important for the King to showcase economical power. Economic power would include have a large workforce, low imports, etc., but it would also include the amount that the king could spend on himself. Luxuries like having a colossal palace like Versailles, hosting Dukes and other high ranking officials in his home, and holding large ceremonies would allow the community and people who the king rules over to observe how much power, wealth, and strength he truly has. The power, wealth, and strength that is believed to have been blessed to him by God. 

Written Sources
Source 1: From Jean Bodin, The Six Books of the Republic, Book I, 1576
	This piece by Jean Bodin directly pointed to importance of the divine right within the Kingdom of France. At the time of the French civil war he stressed that no matter the religion, Huguenot or Catholic, all citizens were under the power of God and the King. The power granted by God allows the king to rule the land and directly create laws to keep his people under God’s rein. Absolutism law in France should be customized to suit all citizens and all citizens should be under the rule of the King.  Bodin believed that there was no transfer of power and all the laws from God, executed by the King were for everyone and should be open for interpretation to affect everyone.
Source 2: Jacques Bénigne Bossuet, Politics Drawn from the Very Words of the Holy Scripture, 1678
	Bossuet’s work was directly customized for the son of King Louis XIV and further urged the need for absolutism. He believed that “God is King of Kings” and it is the job of the kings to fulfill his directions, this concept once again advised the importance of having the king having the absolute power within the country. He could compare the power the king has to the power of a God, in which the power was given directly to the king and his lineage. The king and his ancestors were chosen by God. Absolutism allowed kings to be held to a new standard where they were “to be paid a kind of religious respect…” The king was practically the equivalent as God on Earth. 
Source 3: The Duke of the Saint-Simon on the Reign of Louis XIV
	The Duke of the Saint-Simon was very elaborate in documenting King Louis XIV’s life, although at times there seemed to be some biases it allowed us to catch a glimpse into the world of an absolute monarch. The Duke makes it very clear that the attention is always on King Louis XIV and that everything throughout the day involved him being treated first and him doing what he pleased. He discussed that the King would pray before the day would begin and continue to relate back to the almighty power he was given by God. Louis XIV in this source was known as a character that put himself first and was lacking true control over his kingdom.       

Artwork
Source 4: Charles Le Brun, Louis XIV Taking Up Personal Government, ca 1680, from the Ceiling of the Hall of Mirrors at Versailles
This piece of art was obviously crafted to showcase King Louis XIV. In the painting Louis XIV is surrounded by Greek and Roman Gods and cherubs. He is placed on a pedestal which shows his power. He is surrounded by Gods showing that he could compete for power with him. The Gods appear to be in ominous and treacherous looking storm clouds, appearing as if the Gods are struggling to maintain their power in the company of Louis XIV. Below and surrounding Louis XIV are numerous cherubs and other beautiful humans. This symbolizes how Louis XIV’s power and strength as a leader would attract people and things like cherubs.
Source 5: Hyacinthe-Francois–Honoré–Pierre–André Rigaud, Louis XIV, King of France and Navarre, 1701
	The artwork carefully crafted by Hyacinthe directly points to the wealth and power of Louis XIV. The dramatic color and fabrics being cascaded and around him are signs of wealth. Other items in the piece that would illustrate wealth would be the high fashion of his clothes, his big and dramatic wig, the white tights, and focal points around his home such as the colossal column with intricate carvings and colorful rugs and curtains. Another concept that are significant in this painting is the signs of power and strength as a ruler of France. Louis XIV is clothed in his elaborate Coronation gown that is once again very expensive looking due to its coloring and embroidered fleur de lis. In addition to his noble attire, he is positioned in front of his thrown and he is thoughtfully holding his scepter near his crown with a embellished sword on his hip on display. Overall, it is clear that this work of art was crafted to show the King of France, Louis XIV’s power and wealth to anyone and everyone that would see this painting. 


[bookmark: _GoBack]Source 6: Mask of Apollo, God of Light, seventeenth century 
	Louis XIV was known as the Sun King and this artwork was clearly designed to appease Louis XIV and furthermore comparing him to Apollo. The strong Roman influence correlates with the constant theme that Louis XIV belongs with the Gods and is god-like. He is all powerful and is a strong symbol for a true king, by which god has granted him power to rule.
Source 7: Rousselet, Louis XIV as “Roman Emperor” in the Engraving from the Carousel of 1662
	The engraving on the Carousel not only shows the supremacy and strength being emitted from Louis XIV it also signifies his wealth. The costume he is wearing along with the ability to afford to have his personal carving on a carousel demonstrates how much money he truly has. His costume and the horse’s ensemble are extremely elaborate and can easily show the amount of wealth that Louis XIV has. Strength and power are shown in a couple of ways in this piece of art. Louis XIV’s ability to maneuver the horse into the position is a huge sign of excellence in the equestrian field. In addition to that, the correlation between the Romans and him as a ruler yet again reinforces that he is a true and almighty. 

Architecture
	The architecture of Versailles was built in a colossal way to show the wealth and power the King Louis XIV had. In source 8 and 10 there is a strong religious and historical pull. The Greek and Roman influences yet again show the connection between the power that is given to Louis XIV from God himself. In source 10, the extravagant church demonstrates the importance and God for Louis XIV and everyone who stays in Versailles. It’s is obvious that Louis XIV dedicated a lot of time creating a beautiful and well-crafted area to worship God in the Royal Chapel. In rooms like the King’s Chamber and the Antechamber of the Bull’s Eye Window there is an excess of detail in the trim work, columns, walls, built-ins, and lighting. These little but obvious details are all showcases for the true power and wealth behind the king with divine right. 
	In general, the size of Versailles is over the top but effective in demonstrating the authority that Louis XIV holds in France and around Europe. In sources 13 and 9, the massive size of the entire palace is intimidating and does and great job at showing the power that Louis XIV has.   The large and “small” gardens, the ponds and lakes were all created to display the wealth and power that was practically given from God himself. Anyone who were to visit Versailles could interpret that all of the money put into the palace was created with care and with the thought of God and his absolute power.
