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No god but God
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Reza Aslan, the author of No god but God, put the history of Islam into a story that was comprehensible.  He allowed for the past to tell how there are many deviations within the religion and between the other religions around the world.  One major divisive split between the Islam community is that of Sunni Muslims and Shia Muslims. Aslan explains the origin of their differences and it connects to his thesis of how the Shia Muslims have been affected throughout history.
	The difference between the two subdivisions of religion in Islam can be traced back to the Prophet, Muhammad.  Muhammad’s actions as a leader of his community and a founder of Islam started in Mecca when he urged for economic justice for all and wanted to limit the Qurayshe’s power. There were only two people who truly listened and believed in his cause at this time was Khadija and Ali, his wife and his cousin (Aslan, 41). Over time, Muhammad’s followers grew from two close family members to people from the Ka’ba to many citizens of Mecca (Aslan, 45-46). This in turn caused a want for change within Mecca. Muhammad voiced for issues for financial reform, social reform, and monotheism throughout Mecca; this created one of the most influential conflicts for the formation of Islam. The conflict was between Muhammad and his followers and the leaders of Mecca, the Quarayshe. The Qurayshi were afraid that the Quran that the Prophet spoke of did not protect the truths of polytheism and would create a need for rituals and traditions orientating from the forefathers of Mecca (Aslan, 46).  This original conflict between the Qurayshe and Muhammad and his followers caused a prolonged period of struggle and also aided in creating the religion of Islam and its sects.
	This conflict served as a catalyst for those who were unhappy with the society in Mecca. Muhammad and his followers decided to leave Mecca and make city for themselves, this city would be known as Yathrib or Medina. It is here that the differentiation in the two sects occur.  Medina served as a place for the Ummah to become established and grow. Medina was originally an agricultural hot spot with Jewish citizens (Aslan 52-53). Muhammad had brought his followers to start a new life with hopes of spreading his knowledge of Allah.  Muhammad was declared political and religious leader of Medina with no challenging interventions (Aslan, 55). Medina was a place for Muhammad to share his wisdom and create a strong basis for his monotheist religion of Islam. The history of Medina and the importance is still being debated by all ranges of Muslims, Sunni or Shiite, extremists or traditionalists.  
	Muhammad’s ruling did not stop after his death. The Ummah had begun to strive and excel in Medina, life had to go on. Following the Prophet’s death there was confusion as to who would continue to share the word of God.  Those who were closely associated with Muhammad, the Companions, then received the duty of sharing his knowledge to the rest of the people (Aslan, 67). In addition to this, what was not said in the Quran would be explained by the Companions through hadiths, or stories of Muhammad, and these stories continued to build the basis of Islam (Aslan, 67).  The death of Muhammad indirectly the cause of the differences of the two sects, Sunni and Shiism due to the tensions of who would become leader next. The decision was under debate. The Ummah had Muhammad’s Companions to share his stories, but as time went on there was an increase in conflict on who was to be the new leader.  The community lacked uniform traditions, rituals, and ideals for the religion of Islam (Aslan, 111).  There was an elected Caliph, “the Successor to the Messenger of God”, that was a predominant Companion in the Ummah, Abu Bakr (Aslan, 113).  This selection was what created the divide between Muslims in the Ummah.
When Abu Bakr was the decided leader of the Ummah many believed that he was fully prepared to run the community. He was faithful, a strong leader, and had spent much time with Muhammad (Aslan, 115).  Others believe that there would have been a stronger successor. Ali, Muhammad’s cousin and son-in-law, was believed to be the best successor to the Prophet. He had a strong relationship with Muhammad and some even thought that Muhammad wanted Ali to follow is footsteps as the new Caliph (Aslan, 115-116). Ali was supported by several clans, including a majority of the Ansar (Aws and Khazraj), the Abd Shams, and the Abd Manaf (Aslan, 116). There were many people who wished to support Ali as the new Caliph and in turn, caused separation within the Ummah. As Abu Bakr’s Caliphate came to an end, many continued to hope for Ali to become the next Caliph, but it became clear that the wealthy and “important” members of the Ummah controlled who would be the next Caliph (Aslam, 125).   The Caliph following Abu Bakr, Uthma caused a deeper divide between those who wished for Ali to be Caliph and those who supported him. After Uthma’s death, it became evident that the Caliphate would be inherited to someone in his clan; those who wished to follow this trend were known as Shi’atu Mu’awiyah (Aslan, 131).  Those who opposed this group were known as Shi’atu Ali (Aslam, 132). These two groups are roughly the equivalency of Sunni Muslims and Shia Muslims. 	
Shi‘atu Ali wished to follow the Prophet and his vision. They believe that Ali was the first Imam, or Proof of God on Earth (Aslan, 136). Those in the Shi‘atu Ali continued to fight the Mu’awiyah control of the land (Aslan, 137). The Shi‘atu Ali community continued to support Muhammad and Ali and the rest of their family. Throughout the years those supporting the Shi’atu functioned in their own Ummah, maintaining a leadership position within the gene pool of the Prophet. The grandsons of Muhammad Husayn and Hasan remained the upcoming successors. Hasan was able to succeeded Ali in 661 (Aslan, 173). The Shi‘atu Ali under the leadership of Hasan continued to work for peace with the Mu’awiyah. In 669, Hasan died and Ali’s second eldest son, Husayn took over (Aslan, 175-176).  During the war with the Syrian Army, who was controlled by the Mu’awiyah, Husayn, a natural leader of the Shi’atu Ali, was killed in battle. The rituals of lamentation and sacrifice was created in result of the death of Ali’s sons and were the first documented rituals. With these new traditions in action, the religious sect of Islam: Shi’ism was produced (Aslan, 178).  The Shiite community faced a lot of adversity in its creation and the history of this sect are the causes of the tension in relationships between Sunni and Shia Muslims. 
The origin of the two sects, Sunni and Shia, aided in the division of the Islam community and the prejudices against the Shia Muslims. Aslan illustrates the causes and background to these differences.  The history of each sect explains the people and places that overall effected the tension between Muslims. 
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