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Platform Positions on Healthcare
	Within the eight years that President Barack Obama was in office he had created an “ideal” healthcare system called the Affordable Care Act. As President Obama’s time in the White House becomes limited, the presidential candidates are setting up their platforms on healthcare in America. One thing that all three parties, Democratic, Republican, and Green Party, have in common is that they want some reforms on the Obama Administration’s healthcare system. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Hillary Clinton, the Democratic Party nominee, plans to continue President Obama’s healthcare act while making a few changes of her own (Health Care). With these intentions it should be fairly easy for Clinton to follow through with her plans. Adjusting Obamacare with simple alterations should go be passed and put into action quickly. The changes Clinton wants includes lowering deductibles and premium costs, expanding Medicare and Medicaid, and allowing everyone to have access to healthcare (Health Care).  I expect that Clinton will easily fix the conflict with premiums increasing, she plans to make tax credits available so people do not pay more than 8.5% of their income on premiums; additionally, limiting out-of-pocket costs including allowing three sick visits with no penalty toward an individual’s deductible costs (Snapshot of Where Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump Stand). Passing these acts through Congress may be deemed difficult because of the big changes within the taxing system. The Democratic nominee plans to make Medicare accessible for people over the age of 55. She plans to incentivize healthcare companies and workers to expand payments to the Medicare program in order to manage the age bracket of 55-64 (Snapshot of Where Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump Stand). Urging local business and large companies to merge over to a system that would allow the age bracket to use Medicare may be troublesome and costly. If this conversion is important enough to Clinton as a President I believe that she must remain cautious because much like Obamacare a big change in healthcare can be detrimental to some individuals and small companies. Clinton is also an advocate for allowing everyone to have the health insurance they need, no matter their immigration status (Health Care). This is a great humanitarian effort for helping all people who live in our country, but I question where and how the country can afford to cover the large number of illegal immigrants that do not pay taxes. Overall having these tasks completed would be a huge accomplishment for the figure head of the United States.
	As for Donald Trump, the Republican Party nominee, he hopes to completely reverse the Affordable Care Act. Trump plans to lower deductibles and premium costs, allow insurance companies to cross state lines without regulation, and will not provide for illegal immigrants (Health Care).  Donald Trump plans to change the United States healthcare in a way that will allow individuals to choose who they pay and how much they pay. He wants to allow individuals to receive tax deductibles for the payments they make to health care premiums and he wants to gain transparency between health care providers and the buyers (Snapshot of Where Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump Stand). I think that allowing consumers to have more of a choice when it comes to their insurance is a good idea. Although, this could cause some problems for some companies that may not be able to have the lowest costs for medical procedure (i.e. hospitals with emergency rooms that depend on other patients to pay the bills of people who neglect payments). In addition to letting individuals control their premiums and deductions, Trump also wants to all insurance companies to cross state lines without regulation (Health Care). Having a “dynamic market” for healthcare companies could thoroughly improve the economics behind the healthcare system; it would and could be a positive impact for consumers and companies. As a president this may be a positive thing that would stimulate the economy, but it may negatively affect a select number of citizens that are low-income and may not be able to afford if the insurance companies raised rates caused by the new increase in capital flow. Lastly, Trump and the Republican Party are working to limit and stop the government provide health care to illegal immigrants (Health Care). Cutting off all of the government assistance to immigrants in our country would almost be inhumane.  Currently, with the large numbers of republicans in congress I believe that this plan would get passed and personally I do not think that it would be a good idea. Our country is built from immigrants and punishing those that are here illegally is not right. The United States government should work on making the illegal immigrants to American citizens and productive members of our society rather than deporting them.  The difference between Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton’s healthcare platform is astronomically different.
	Third Party, Jill Stein is the Green Party nominee and has very eccentric health care plan.  Stein does not agree with the Affordable Care Act and once said “Affordable Care Act is neither Affordable nor Caring” because of this she is pushing for a single payer healthcare (Jill Stein on Health Care). In addition to this, she has created a health program that would allow for no co-pays, premiums, or deductibles (Jill Stein 2016 Platform). This would allow consumers and United States citizens to make their own decisions and choose their own costs for their health care. She also is a strong advocate for preventative health care; she wants to make great strides with converting to pollutant free renewable resources, using and educating citizens of foods that are local, fresh, and organic, and phasing out toxic chemicals (Jill Stein 2016 Platform).  These are all great ideas that would greatly positively affect the United States as a whole, but it would be difficult to fund these drastic changes in the food and health care economies. Lastly, Jill Stein wants to transform the health care system to allow access to all health care services (mental health, dental, vision) for everyone. She does not want to discriminate anyone because of pre-existing illnesses, employment, immigration status, age, etc. This is important and would allow for her to become a very loved president, but once again it would be difficult to fund that massive amount of changes and availability of health care to everyone.
	The reforms on President Obama’s Affordable Care Act may be for the better. It truly depends on the Presidential candidates’ stance, whether it Donald Trump’s very conservative hopes, Hillary Clinton’s left winged platform, or Jill Stein’s environmental friendly changes they are all focused on creating the best health care system for the citizens of the United States of America. After eight years with the Obamacare system it may be time for reform.
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