English 150 was my favorite class this semester. I feel like I got to express myself through my writing and not be judged for the way I look at different events. My favorite piece of writing that I created was the personal experience essay. I was told it could be any experience so I decided to pick the death of Harambe. 
Adding details is important while reading. The more details you have the more the reader can understand or picture what is happening. My final draft, without details, told a rather boring story. It was extremely bland for example, “On the twenty-eight of May at the Cincinnati Zoo, the world found out that Harambe the gorilla was shot dead because a small child climbed into this animal’s habitat”. My first draft was more of an informative personal experience. The final draft, with details, flowed with ease. For instance, “Suddenly the news story ended and there was stupid a commercial on the television. I jumped off the couch, ran to the calendar to look at the date. I recall this very well, it was the twenty-eight of May.”  Using these action words really brought my personal experience to life. 
I believe the best part of my essay is the beginning. The beginning starts off strong with a good hook. “On a sad morning, I woke up and felt different. I felt like a piece of my heart was ripped out of my chest. I didn’t want to wake up but I knew I had too (Personal Draft with Details).” These details really engage the reader and help the reader to envision my experience on that day. If you close your eyes you can envision me waking up feeling sad. The beginning has a lot of pathos in it. You can feel an emotional connection the words on the page.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, I learned that adding details can really make a difference in the story you tell. The more details you put in your story the more readable it is for the audience. It also makes the readers feel like they experienced the same event you did, almost like they were standing next to you throughout that whole event. I also learned that going back to add details was extremely entertaining. I will use this strategy of adding details in personal papers. This was a skill that I learned in English 150 that I will continue to use in my papers at longwood University. 

